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Christ Crucified
When on the cross my Lord I see
Bleeding to death for wretched me,
Satan and sin no more can move,
For I am all transform’d to love.

His thorns and nails pierce through my heart;
In ev’ry groan I bear a part;
I view His wounds with streaming eyes;
But see! He bows His head and dies!

Come, sinners, view the Lamb of God,
Wounded and dead, and bath’d in blood!
Behold His side, and venture near;
The well of endless life is here.

Here I forget my cares and pains;
I drink, yet still my thirst remains;
Only the fountain head above
Can satisfy the thirst of love.

Oh, that I thus could always feel!
Lord, more and more Thy love reveal!
Then my glad tongue shall loud proclaim
The grace and glory of Thy name.

Thy name dispels my guilt and fear,
Revives my heart, and charms my ear,
Affords a balm for ev’ry wound,
And Satan trembles at the sound.
            — John Newton
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“He giveth snow like wool: He scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes. He casteth forth His ice like morsels:  
who can stand before His cold? PSALM 147:16&17
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Meditation
Passion Meditation
Rev. P. Van Ruitenburg, Chilliwack, BC

“All things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him 
with whom we have to do” (Hebrews 4:13b).

Take a moment to read these words one more time.  
  We have to do with an all-seeing God whose eyes are 
never closed. He sees everything the way it is, no matter 
how good it looks on the outside. God sees our hearts, and 
nothing is hidden from Him. We may deceive others and 
even try to deceive ourselves, but the omniscient God with 
whom we have to do will bring everything into account. 
Every idle word, fantasy, dream, inclination, and every secret 
sin will appear before God’s holy eyes. We ourselves do not 
see half of our own sin, but God knows and remembers all. 
Oh, what will it be to fall unreconciled into His hands? 
Some day we will have to stand before Him to give an 
account of all we have said, thought, and done. Then we 
will find out with whom we have to do.
 Yet, what a wonder it is that God has thought out and 
opened a way of salvation. It is a special way—a way which 
has been opened for mankind but not for angels. “For verily 
He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on 
Him the seed of Abraham” (Hebrews 2:16). Christ was 
willing to take a mortal human nature and make Himself, 
temporarily, a little lower than the angels, and place the 
seed of Abraham above the angels. Why, oh, why? Christ 
did not take the nature of angels but of His brethren.  
Christ is the Head of the angels; He created them, sustains 
and uses them, but He did not take their nature. Angels 
cannot die. He took upon Himself our human nature in 
order to take the fear of death away and to destroy the 
devil—to take away his power and authority.
 How great was God’s free and sovereign love to go so far 
as to send His only begotten Son in the flesh. The Lord Jesus 
took upon Himself flesh and blood through the Virgin Mary 
in order to be able to die. The work of salvation did not  
stop with the birth of Christ. It was not sufficient for Him 
simply to live and preach. A propitiation needed to be made. 
He needed to conquer death and Satan. The entire book  
of Hebrews is about this theme. A sacrifice was needed in 
order to save the seed of Abraham, of the brethren, of the 
people (Hebrews 2:17). Let us consider a few details:
Death—an enemy 
 Death is an enemy; we all fear it. Death is a consequence 
of our rebellion against God, and sin deserves God’s wrath. 
Not only is God provoked to anger and holy indignation, 
He must punish sin with death, for it is treason against His 
holy majesty. Death can only be defeated and destroyed 

through the death of Christ. It is for this reason that Christ 
was born upon this earth. As a child in the manger He had 
a body and soul. The Child in the manger had blood flowing 
through His holy veins. He was made equal to His brethren 
in all things, sin excepted. Therefore, let us never separate 
Christmas from Good Friday. This Child was born to die! 
His children were partakers of flesh and blood; therefore, 
He Himself likewise took part of the same so “that through 
death He might destroy him who had the power of death, 
that is, the devil” (Hebrews 2:14). Power of death? Does 
Satan have the power of death? Satan has the right to 
destroy us if we remain in our sin. Are we still living in  
our sin? That is the point, for Satan is a murderer from the 
beginning, and if our sins are not taken away, we will die 
the eternal death. Christ, however, assumed our human 
nature, the same nature we all have, in order to die Himself 
and to deliver His people from death and its fear.
Fear of death
 One must distinguish between the fear of death itself 
and the process leading to it. There can be fear as a result  
of pain, being alone, tired, not being able to communicate, 
shortness of breath, and other discomfort. There is also a 
fear of death itself, of encountering our Maker, of being 
unprepared. Some suffer from that fear more than others. 
Some want not to fear and refuse to think about it, but 
subconsciously they have a fear of death and the process 
leading to it. Christ had to take upon Himself our human 
nature to suffer and die in order to take the cause of fear 
away. Therefore, He became equal to His brethren.
Brethren
 Brethren? Yes, brethren, or brothers, for His entire elect 
Church. Christ calls the ones He received from the Father 
not only children but also sheep, branches, and His bride. 
They are also His family. In a way He came down to the 
same level of their human nature. God’s children are the 
brothers of Jesus, or as we read in Matthew 12:50, “For 
whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven, 
the same is My brother, and sister, and mother.” That is a 
very close relationship. As close as we can be to a brother 
or sister? Being children of one Father, fellow heirs? That is 
tender. In what sense is this the case? God’s children are 
not only legally brothers and sisters of the Lord Jesus but 
also in appearance. God’s children show a little of the image 
of God. In a small way they resemble Christ as they are also 
partakers of the Holy Ghost. True, God’s dear ones must 
still fight against all sin and have only a small beginning of 
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being like Him, yet in Christ they have an Elder Brother.  
He was made like unto His brethren. Think of how close 
this is; how condescending is God’s love! He has not only 
servants, disciples, and friends but family. The Child in the 
manger and Jesus on the cross are related to the living 
Church. Little ones in faith can hardly see this and for 
those who are led further, this begins to become a wonder. 
“Me, they ask; a brother, a sister?”
Reconciliation–propitiation
 We read of another reason why Christ took the human 
flesh of His brethren, namely, “that He might be a merciful 
and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
reconciliation for the sins of the people” (Hebrews 2:17). 
Reconciliation, in this case, could also have been translated 
as propitiation. Propitiation is the payment made to make 
reconciliation, and, of course, propitiation is first. Christ 
took upon Himself the nature of man in order to pay the 
price. Do we have any idea of the measure of God’s anger 
against sin? Even God’s children, who experience some 
understanding of God’s anger, have just begun to realize the 
enormity of it. God has made us a people to His glory; take 
note of what happened: we dishonored Him, made Him a 
liar, pulled away, and divorced ourselves from God. Who 
can possibly measure God’s anger or probe the depth of the 
gulf we have made? There are no words to describe our Fall. 
We were required to love and obey God, but we failed to do 
so. In fact, who is willing today? Oh, what a hopeless case!
 We need a substitute, someone who is able to do and 
obey God’s will, an image-bearer of God, a true prophet, 
priest, and king. God sent one, the Messiah in the human 
flesh, a merciful and faithful High Priest, in the first place, 
to do things for God. In order for the debt to be cancelled 
someone had to live, pay, and die. How ever could God 
ignore sin and simply forgive? We are disappointed in judges 
that acquit abusers, yet we are not willing to understand 
that God needs to maintain His justice.

 Christ fulfilled the two tables of the holy law. He satisfied 
His Father’s demands and made reconciliation for the sins 
of His people. Christ did not do this for all people in general, 
not for all individuals but for His people, for the brethren. 
He satisfied God’s justice and fulfilled the law. He never 
disappointed His Father and so became the Substitute for 
His brethren, for the seed of Abraham. Therefore, they not 
only can be saved, but will be saved. Think of what we read 
in Galatians 3:7, “Know ye therefore that they which are  
of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.” It does not 
state the seed of Adam, for this is not about the natural 
seed of Abraham but about the true believers.
 It was fitting for Christ to make reconciliation. He was 
neither obliged, nor was it His duty. He was willing to be  
a propitiation for His people. Have we come to need more  
of Christ as the Child in the manger than Christ as the One 
who has assumed our human nature? May the Lord grant 
us more insight into why Christ needed a human nature  
to do things pertaining to God. Be convinced that He was 
and is different from us. He was kind to publicans and 
sinners, and no guile was found in His mouth. He sacrificed 
Himself in more than one way. He not only obeyed the 
commandments but also suffered and shed His blood. 
Remember, I have already stated for whom Jesus Christ 
paid the price. I again commend Him to you, point to Him, 
call you, invite you, and warn you. He is the only propitiatory 
sacrifice. Only through Him we can be reconciled to God.
 We have to do with God, and without Christ as the 
Sacrifice applied to our souls, matters do not stand well 
with us. Do not think lightly of God’s enormous anger.  
It is real and just. Therefore, you need to find this Saviour 
and pray that His righteousness may be imputed unto you. 
Outside of Him, God is a consuming fire. We often think that 
bygones are bygones, but God is not like us. He cannot over- 
look sin. Christ came to effectually save the spiritual seed 
of Abraham. However, dear reader, we may still point all of 
you to Him. Have you come to treasure the Son of God? p

A Crown of Life
Christ is a King to reward His people. There is nothing lost by serving this King. 
He rewards His subjects in this life. He gives them inward peace and joy, a bunch 
of grapes by the way, and oftentimes riches and honor. Godliness hath the promise 
of this life (1 Timothy 4:8). These are, as it were, the saints’ veils, but the great 
reward is to come, an “eternal weight of glory” (2 Corinthians 4:17). Christ makes 
all His subjects kings. “I will give thee a crown of life” (Revelation 2:10). This crown 
will be full of jewels, and it will never fade (1 Peter 5:4). —John Owen
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Cornelius the Centurion (10)
Rev. C. Vogelaar, Clifton, NJ

Bible Study

Based on Acts 10:44-48

It was a rich preaching of Him in whose name whosoever  
 believeth will receive remission of sins. It was given to 
one who had denied Him but who was now favored to 
speak of his Saviour so earnestly. What a powerful sermon 
this must have been in which Peter would proclaim Christ 
and the fullness of His grace. While Peter was speaking of 
the glory of the King of His Church, of the exalted Saviour, 
the “Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.” 
This happened unexpectedly to Peter without his inter-
vention. It was God speaking in a powerful way to this 
gathering in the house of Cornelius.

Testimony
 “The Holy Ghost fell on them” means that He descended 
from above. It was sudden and of superhuman origin. This 
sudden coming of the Holy Spirit, which happened without 
previous baptism, was probably intended to confirm the 
impression made by Peter’s vision and to justify him in 
administering baptism without a preceding circumcision.  
It was a testimony from heaven to the Gentiles who were 
present and believed the message Peter brought that God 
had accepted them and that He sealed their faith with the 
gift of the Spirit. Not only Jews but also Gentiles will serve 
the Lord in truth.
 The true preaching should speak not only of God’s holy 
will and of His justice but also of the only way of salvation 
which is in Christ. It speaks of God’s good pleasure, of 
salvation by grace only and of the only name given under 
heaven among men whereby we must be saved. Through 
Christ, there is remission of sins for all those who believe  
in Him. He becomes precious for heavy-laden sinners.  
All the sacrifices, tears, and prayers they try to bring cannot 
blot out their sins, but in Him is complete salvation for lost 
sinners. What a blessing if we may believe this with a faith 
given by God Himself; therefore, there is no reason to 
boast, only to be humbled.
 To be reconciled with God is the longing of all God’s 
true children. When the Spirit testifies, then God’s Word 
becomes firm and personal; they hear what the Lord has 
done for them. The Holy Spirit applies to them what they 
have in Christ. Then they may also embrace Him as the 
Father’s unspeakable Gift. They say, “Behold, He cometh 
leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills”  
(Song of Solomon 2:8). It will be a wonder experienced  
by Jews as well as Gentiles.

Amazement
 The Jews—“they of the circumcision which believed”—
were astonished. They had traveled together with Peter to 
the house of Cornelius and heard his preaching. They also 
experienced the gift of the Holy Ghost which was poured 
out on the Gentiles. These Jews saw that the Holy Spirit 
confirmed the spoken word. These were Jews who had 
learned by the teaching of the Spirit that they could not 
boast of being Abraham’s children, unlike many in our days 
who speak of themselves as covenant children. Not all of 
Abraham’s children were truly children of God. In fact, 
many had rejected the Lord Jesus. When God opens our 
eyes for the reality of our life, we learn that although we are 
under the covenant administration, we are outside of the 
heavenly family, the true children of Abraham.
 Although the Jews present with Peter in the house of 
Cornelius believed, they were also amazed. They learned 
that God Himself decides where the walls which surround 
His Church are—walls that do not surround any visible 
church or nation. We should not raise the church walls too 
high. When there is spiritual recognition, may the Lord 
teach us to practice something of the communion of saints. 
The wall of God’s good pleasure reaches from the earth to 
the heaven, but what God does is also evident and manifest 
to others. God’s children will recognize the fruits of His 
own work in others. Three evidences are mentioned:
 A.  They hear them speak. Those who believe have learned 

to speak of what God has done. They have confessed 
their sins, that they were the chief of sinners, and 
deserved God’s wrath. However, when the Lord 
delivers, they will also speak. “This people have I 
formed for Myself; they shall shew forth My praise” 
(Isaiah 43:21).

 B.  They speak with tongues, as we read in verse 46. It is 
the same as what happened on the day of Pentecost. 
God’s people learn to speak a language that is strange 
to others. When the Lord comes and they may 
acknowledge their sin and not hide their iniquities, 
confess their transgressions, and receive the testimony 
of forgiveness of sins, then they must speak. They testify 
of the wonders of His love, His grace, and His mercy. 
 This is a strange language to the world and to those 
who boast in their own religion as was evident also  
on the day of Pentecost. The people mocked, saying, 
“These men are full of new wine” (Acts 2:13). The world 
does not understand the amazement of God’s people 
when, by grace, He sets them free and delivers those 
who have sinned against Him.
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 C.  They magnify God as did the angels who sang in 
Ephratah’s fields, “Glory to God in the highest.” Then 
they say salvation is only through His mercy, His grace, 
and His incomprehensible love towards enemies— 
undeserving wretched people. What a wonder it is 
that robbers of God’s honor, proud sinners, rebels, 
may again glorify the Lord. Then the dumb will speak, 
the cripple and lame will leap as a hart, and those  
who mourn may rejoice in Him.

Confirmation
 Then Peter answered, “Can any man forbid water, that 
these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy 
Ghost as well as we?” This is actually a strong negation, 
which means, surely, no one will now dare to forbid them 
to be baptized. The Gentiles have received the Holy Ghost 
as well as we who are Jews. Peter is a servant of God, and 
he brings a message from his Sender. The Lord Jesus had 
spoken before His departure to heaven, “Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 
28:19). Peter was given to preach but also was called to 
baptize. This would not be in order to work faith, but it  
was a seal, a confirmation and strengthening of faith.  
It speaks of the blood of Christ, of its power of cleansing,  
of reconciliation, and of restoring fellowship.
 The baptism of the Gentiles was now an outward sign  
of reception as people of God. It was a sign also of their 
cleansing from sin and of forgiveness. This already had  
been Peter’s message on the day of Pentecost to those three 
thousand who were pricked in their heart when he said, 
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of  

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38). When Peter said 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord, it meant it is 
God’s command—it is done by His authority. The blood  
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, cleanseth from all sins. 
“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin  
is covered” (Psalm 32:1).
 Finally, we read, “Then prayed they him to tarry certain 
days.” They earnestly requested Peter to stay with them.
 A.  This was a request of faith, “Abide with us”—like Lydia, 

the seller of purple, and the two men on the way to 
Emmaus. God’s dear children know times that they 
cannot miss each other. (It is sad that so little of that  
is experienced in our days.)

 B.  This was a longing of faith, a desire to have fellowship 
with members of the family of the children of God. 
They longed for each other’s nearness.

 C.  This was a bond of faith. Sweet ties bind them together. 
They all have learned that there is nothing to be 
expected from man or from themselves, but every-
thing needed comes from Him.

 For a few “certain days” during Peter’s brief stay with 
Cornelius, the new fellowship in the church between Jews 
and Gentiles was cemented. There were some Elims in  
the wilderness, often of short duration but moments of 
heavenly joy. Then each one of the pilgrims continues his 
journey through the howling wilderness and through much 
tribulation. However, the time will come that they will be 
together forever where He will have the highest place.  
They will give Him all the honor for what He so graciously, 
so undeservedly has done for them. p

(This installment marks the end of this series.)

The Five Points of Calvinism (3)
Rev. A.A. Brugge, Lethbridge, AB

Doctrinal Studies

1. Total Depravity
Introduction

Total depravity (also called radical corruption or  
  pervasive depravity) is derived from the concept of 
original sin. It is the teaching that, as a consequence of the 
Fall of man, every person born into the world is enslaved  
to the service of sin as a result of his fallen nature; and, apart 
from the efficacious or prevenient grace of God, is utterly 
unable to choose to follow God, refrain from evil, or accept 
the gift of salvation as it is offered. The key distinction 

between the total depravity embraced by Calvin and the 
total depravity taught by Arminius is the distinction between 
irresistible grace and prevenient (preceding in time or 
order) grace.

History
 In opposition to Pelagius, who believed that after the Fall 
people could choose not to sin, Augustine of Hippo argued 
that since the Fall, all humanity is in self-imposed bondage 
to sin. All people are inescapably predisposed to evil prior 
to making any actual choice and are unable to not sin. Free 
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will is not taken away in the sense of the ability to choose 
between alternatives, but people are unable to make these 
choices in service to God rather than self.
 The Roman Catholic Church modified this interpretation 
and believes that it made sin only a defect or privation of 
righteousness rather than an inclination toward evil. Martin 
Luther, John Calvin, and other Reformers used the term 
total depravity to articulate what they claimed to be the 
Augustinian view that sin corrupts the entire human nature.

Theology
 Total depravity is the fallen state of human beings as a 
result of original sin. The doctrine of total depravity asserts 
that people are, as a result of the Fall, not inclined or even 
able to love God wholly with heart, mind, and strength but 
rather, are inclined by nature to serve their own will and 
desires and to reject His rule. Even religion and philanthropy 
are wicked before God because they originate from a 
selfish human desire and are not done to the glory of God. 
Therefore, in Reformed theology, if God is to save anyone, 
He must predestine, call, or elect individuals to salvation 
since fallen man does not want it and is, indeed, incapable 
of choosing Him.
 Due to sin, all of mankind is completely sinful, or depraved. 
Every part of fallen man is corrupted by sin. He is a creature 
that is incapable of obeying the law of God. We read in 
Romans 3:10 that no one is righteous and in Romans 3:23, 
“For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  
So much for the common belief that mankind is basically 
good. Understanding that we are completely sinful, or 
totally depraved, is an essential part of fully appreciating 
God’s grace in rescuing sinners from the punishment that 
they deserve.
 This depravity affects every part of the human experience, 
and spiritually, we are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephe-
sians 2:1). This doctrine does not teach that each man is as 
wicked as he could be; the fact that everyone is not an 
anarchist or a psychopath does not negate this doctrine. 
Instead, what is being taught is that our depravity is total  
in reference to our complete rebellion against God (Psalm 
14:1-3) and our inability to do good (Romans 8:7-8), that is, 
of course, apart from the work of the Holy Spirit.

2. Unconditional Election
Introduction
 Unconditional election (also known as unconditional 
grace) is a doctrine related to predestination that describes 
the actions and motives of God in eternity past, before He 
created the world when He predestinated some people, the 
elect, to receive salvation, and the rest to continue in their 
sins and receive the just punishment: eternal damnation  
for their transgressions of God’s law, as outlined in the Old 
and New Testaments of the Bible. God made these choices 
according to His own purposes, apart from any conditions 
or qualities related to those persons.

 The counterview to unconditional election is conditional 
election, the belief that God chooses for eternal salvation 
those whom He foreknew would exercise their free will to 
respond to God’s prevenient grace with faith in Christ.

History
 The doctrine was first articulated and popularized by  
a 4th century church father, Augustine, during his debates 
with Pelagius, and he taught that saving grace is bestowed 
by God on the elect according to His sovereign decrees.  
A few later theologians prior to the Reformation would 
take up this idea, including the Waldenses, John Wycliffe, 
John Huss, and the Dutch movement “modern devotion”  
to which Thomas à Kempis is related.
 Unconditional election was first codified in the Belgic 
Confession (1561), re-affirmed in the Canons of Dordt 
(1619), and is represented in the various Reformed 
 confessions such as the Westminster Standards (1646).

Theology
 Also known as sovereign election, this is the teaching  
that God’s rescuing of sinners is entirely due to His own will 
and good pleasure (Ephesians 1:5). Salvation is not brought 
about in any way by our actions or decisions. Remember, 
Scripture teaches that we are spiritually dead. Because  
of this we cannot and will not turn towards God on our 
own. Instead, it is God who elects believers to salvation  
(Romans 8:28-30). He does this based solely on His grace 
and not on our works (2 Timothy 1:9).
 Believers were chosen by God “before the foundation  
of the world” (Ephesians 1:3-6). This further emphasizes 
our inability to earn salvation by our works since election 
predates our very existence. The Bible teaches that those 
who place their faith in Christ are those whom He has 
elected unto salvation (Acts 13:48). Jesus said, “No man  
can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me 
draw him” (John 6:44). See also John 6:65.
 The Bible is clear that it is God who saves and that He 
does so according to His grace, not on the condition of our 
works or foreseen response to this grace. It is in this sense 
that election is unconditional. We have seen that we are 
spiritually dead in sin (Ephesians 2:1) and depraved, unable 
and unwilling to choose God (Romans 3:10&11). Furthermore, 
the Bible says that belief is due to God’s sovereign election 
from before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:3-6) 
and is not contingent on our actions (Titus 3:5). Salvation 
is a work of God in us from start to finish.
 This theological stance is found throughout Scripture. 
Jesus came “to save His people from their sins” (Matthew 
1:21), and “giveth His life for the sheep” (John 10:11). Further- 
more, He taught that the Son of Man came “to give His life 
as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). See also Matthew 
26:28 and Hebrews 9:28. p

(To be continued)
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The announcement (a portion of it)

The history of our Saviour’s passion is about to display  
  before us its bleeding mysteries and its awful vicarious 
scenes. The “Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of 
the world” approaches the altar of burnt offering. Bonds, 
the scourge, the crown of thorns, and the cross present 
themselves to our view in the distance. The seven words 
uttered by Jesus on the cross sound in our ears like the 
funeral knell of the kingdom of Satan and like intimations 
of liberty and joy to the sinful race of man.
 Oh, what wonders we are about to approach in our 
meditations. From the most appalling scene the world ever 
witnessed, a paradise of peace springs forth. From the most 
ignominious sufferings, we see the most glorious triumphs 
emerge, and from the most dreadful of deaths, a divine  
and never-fading life arises.
 May devotion, humbleness of 
mind, and child-like faith accompany 
us in our meditations, and peniten-
tial tears become our eye salve. Do 
Thou, who hast the key of David, 
unlock for us the gates to the sanc-
tuary of Thy sacred passion, and in 
the awful scenes of Thy sufferings, 
enable us to discover the mystery  
of our eternal redemption.
 Almost immediately after our 
blessed Lord had performed one of 
the most stupendous of His miracles 
in raising Lazarus from the grave after he had been dead 
four days, we are informed by the evangelist that “the chief 
priests and the Pharisees took counsel together to put Him 
to death.” What a humbling view does this circumstance give 
us of the depravity of human nature as exemplified in these 
men who, while obliged to confess the fact of the miracles 
which Jesus wrought, not only refused to accept Him as the 
Messiah but even conspired together to rid themselves of 
Him by condemning Him to death. “Neither will they be 
persuaded though one rose from the dead.”
 “Jesus therefore,” we are told, “walked no more openly 
among the Jews; but went thence into a country near to  
the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and there contin-
ued with His disciples,” but “when the time was come that 
He should be received up, He steadfastly set His face to go 
to Jerusalem.”
 With this object in view, the Lord takes His twelve disciples 
aside; He has matters of importance to disclose to them. 

Destined, as they were, to lay the foundations of His Church, 
they soon perceive His intention and hang upon His words 
with increasing eagerness. They probably reckon on some 
cheering intelligence and expect to hear that the trium-
phant development of His kingdom is at hand. What short- 
sighted ness and simplicity they display! Oh, a mighty 
chasm intervenes between their thoughts and God’s 
thoughts as though the restoration of fallen man were a 
thing of such easy accomplishment—as if sin had caused 
only a transient disturbance in the relations between God 
and man and occasioned a breach which could be healed 
either by voluntary declaration of mercy from on High  
or by a confession of sin on the part of the fallen.
 The Lord opens His mouth and, to the astonishment  
of the disciples, announces in plain terms His approaching 
sufferings and His subsequent victory. “Behold,” says He, 

“we go up to Jerusalem, and all 
things that are written in the 
prophets concerning the Son of 
man shall be accomplished.”
 Observe, first of all, how these 
words convey our Lord’s fixed 
resolution. His heart, under the 
impulse of love, is firmly and immu-
tably bent on taking the way to the 
cross. You well remember with what 
impressive earnestness He rejected 
the advice of Simon Peter to spare 
Himself and not to go up to Jerusalem. 
“Get thee behind Me Satan,” was 

His reply, “thou art an offence unto Me, for thou savorest 
not the things that be of God, but those that be of man.”  
So evident was it to Him that the sufferings He was going 
to meet were the express will and counsel of His heavenly 
Father that He could recognize nothing in the contrary 
advice of His disciple but a temptation from the bottomless 
pit and Simon as the unconscious instrument of it.
 No affectionate entreaty restrains Him in His course;  
no menace dictated by hatred deters Him from it. The blood- 
thirsty council has already assembled at Jerusalem and is 
considering its plan for treachery and murder. The watch-
word of Jesus continues to be—“Behold, we go up,” and 
though another Red Sea were foaming at His feet or a 
hundred deaths awaited Him, the only sentiment of His 
heart is—“We go up.” It is His Father’s will and the path to 
the great and ardently longed for aim of the world’s redemp-
tion. Oh, what resignation, what obedience, what love to 
sinners is here exemplified by our adorable Immanuel! p

The Suffering Saviour
Rev. F.W. Krummacher (1769-1868)
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Dealing with Online Temptations and  
Thoughts on Accountability
The NRC Synodical Modern Media Committee 

Media Use

Biblical accountability

There is a need for man to ever be aware of his accoun- 
  ability to a higher power. One should always be mindful 
of this as Joseph expressed in Genesis 39:9, “How then can 
I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” Our first 
accountability is to God. Ultimately, the best accountability 
filter is to have a Spirit-wrought faith in exercise. Even David 
as king fell into sin when his faith was not in exercise. To 
this end, God was pleased to provide us with a Book of His 
revealed will. To promote a continuous awareness of this, 
Joshua was divinely exhorted to “meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that 
is written therein” (Joshua 1:8). We also read in Psalm 1:2  
of the blessedness of the man whose “delight is in the law of 
the LORD; and in His law doth he meditate day and night.” 
This reference to “the law” includes the entire Bible. For 
example, Jesus said unto the Jews in John 10:34, “Is it not 
written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?” This is written in 
Psalm 82:6, not in the books of Moses regarding the law.
 There is a biblical structure of human accountability.  
For example, children are accountable to their parents and 
teachers, employees are accountable to their employers for 
the work they are hired to do, and citizens are accountable 
to civil authorities. We are also accountable to our families, 
friends, and communities because our sin also affects them. 
It especially affects our spouse when we sin in being 
unfaithful to them through the viewing of pornography. 
Regarding one’s personal life, an awareness of accountability 
must be maintained—thus the exhortations of Joshua 1:8 
and Psalm 1:2 referenced earlier. One should live in a manner 
that avoids the appearance of evil and minimizes temptation. 
“Abstain from all appearances of evil,” (1 Thessalonians 5:22). 
Each adult should decide for himself if accountability to 
another person would be helpful; those with a particular 
weakness should seriously consider some type of interper-
sonal accountability. Also, parents may want to use account- 
ability to give oversight and guidance to their children.
 We should promote continual reading of God’s Word, 
seeking the “one thing needful,” seeking always to be kept 
by the Lord from sin and uncleanness, and being mindful 
of “what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness” (2 Peter 3:11b). As we can see 
from the above scriptural references, man must be reminded 
of these things. We must also be reminded of the evil of 
modern temptations. It is possible that a person might not 
see the evil and addicting nature of various sinful activities 
because these things have become commonplace and 
generally tolerated or accepted in society. Therefore, periodic 

warnings from the pulpit and those given in church publi-
cations are desirable and necessary.

Practical thoughts relating to online accountability
 It is possible to use technology as a means for online 
accountability. There are many mobile device apps and 
accountability programs that can be used to provide reports 
to an accountability partner. Here are some thoughts to 
consider:
  •  What are accountability programs? Accountability 

programs monitor online activity and provide reports 
of this activity to a chosen accountability partner  
or partners.

  •  Why use accountability programs? Accountability 
programs, by themselves, will not prevent access to, or 
protect a person from accessing inappropriate content 
online. Their purpose is to help provide additional 
motivation to resist sinful inclinations in the moment 
of temptation. Social scientists have found a phenom-
enon called “online disinhibition effect.” This term refers 
to people saying and doing things online that they 
would not say or do in real life. In the past it was much 
more difficult to purchase sinful magazines or pictures, 
and it typically could only be done in a public place. 
Accountability programs similarly force the online 
equivalent of these sinful actions out into the open. 
God’s common grace can still give us a speaking 
conscience and a sense of shame should these sins 
become known to one’s accountability partner.

  •  Like all Internet filters and accountability programs,  
a person intent on bypassing or disabling them can  
do so with some effort. The intent is to make this 
process difficult and cause a person to think twice 
about his decision to circumvent Internet filtering-
accountability tools.

  •  Accountability is a personal choice. The person and  
his partner must be both willing and committed to the 
process. It may be useful for some but not feasible for 
others. It is only one means or tool among others that 
can be used to help us in fighting against sin.

  •  In general, using accountability is not a long-term 
solution for guarding against access to inappropriate 
Internet content. It is probably not realistic to have an 
accountability partner review your activity for five or 
ten years in succession. “Withdraw thy foot from thy 
neighbor’s house; lest he be weary of thee, and so hate 
thee” (Proverbs 25:17).
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  •  An accountability partner needs to:
      •  Be willing to spend the time each week to actually 

look at accountability reports.
      •  Have a strong enough relationship with you that 

he/she is willing to confront you on questionable 
content.

      •  Be someone who can not only confront you when 
necessary but also encourage you.

      •  Be willing to have face-to-face conversations 
 periodically.

      •  Have a clear understanding of what is expected  
of him/her (i.e. what content category/categories  
or issue(s) should be discussed with you).

      •  Be someone with whom you are comfortable  
having view your online activities.

  •  If you should fall into temptation and your account-
ability partner fails to confront you, do not use your 
accountability partner as a scapegoat and blame him. 
You are the one responsible for your actions.

  •  Make sure you understand why you are motivated  
to use accountability; explain your reasons to your 
accountability partner.

  •  Explain to your accountability partner how best to 
contact and challenge you, should that become necessary 
(e.g. a phone call, an email message, a conversation in 
person, etc.).

  •  Do not expect or require your spouse to be an account-
ability partner; give him/her the choice. Having a spouse 
as an accountability partner may give a sense of open-
ness and honesty in a marriage. Sometimes it is just too 

difficult for a spouse to review a weekly accountability 
report as it may cause a great amount of anxiety thinking 
about every temptation that his or her spouse might 
have faced that week. For many couples this can become 
an unhealthy strain on their marriage as a spouse may 
not want to be the sole person one’s marriage partner 
depends on for help.

  •  If your spouse is acting as your accountability partner, 
it is recommended that you send your reports to at 
least one other person of your own gender.

  •  If you are interested in accountability reporting software,  
Covenant Eyes and Qustodio are software applications 
that have been tested and are in use by members of the 
modern media committees formed in several of the 
Netherlands Reformed Congregations. These packages 
handle filtering as well as accountability and work well.

Conclusion
 There are different means we can use to fight against 
temptations in the digital media environment that surrounds 
us today. Accountability, like many of the other tools used 
to restrict access to sinful Internet content, must be properly 
understood regarding its benefits and limitations. We must 
realize that implementing personal Internet accountability 
requires the blessing of the Lord to be effective and useful. 
As stated earlier, the best media filter is to truly feel our 
accountability to God and seek His grace so that we might 
be made obedient unto His will as it is revealed in the 
Scriptures. p

When commencing the construction of the new house,  
   after the purification of the previous foundation 
(since the beams and planks formerly had consisted of 
Amorite and Hittite tree trunks), a new foundation was 
laid—a rock which encompassed the complete length and 
width, yea, that was even greater than was necessary for  
the new building, so that there would be no fear of collapse 
or sinking away, neither to the east, the west, or the south, 
neither of the external or internal walls. Upon this foundation 
(which was a most desirable cornerstone, so resplendent 
that the beauty and the glory of it delighted and fascinated 
all those who beheld it) the first room, which was cemented 
upon it, was so beautiful and glorious that it was truly fit  
to be called a most excellent work. This room was set apart  

to instruct the soul in the exercises of saving faith, exercises 
which in the end lead to the eternal felicity of the soul.  
This applied especially to our homeowner, for in this 
manner he received the freedom to approach God and the 
assurance of his spiritual kinship; yea it made him a fellow 
partaker in the righteousness of Christ and acceptable in 
God’s eyes. In other words, it purified his heart, justified 
him before God, and brought him peace in his conscience. 
It placed him in such a blessed state that already here 
below, he felt the blessings of being an heir of eternal life.
 Above this first room a second was built, which was 
destined to become a room of instruction in the exercising 
and growth of those virtues so that his increase in grace 
might become visible and that he would be able to strive 

Man of the Earth Earthy (5)
Author Unknown (translated from Dutch)

For Young and Old
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and conquer all difficult and serious matters. It would also 
serve to show that he had a name that he lived; that he  
had become a virtuous and good man, diligent in the 
performance of all that is becoming for a Christian, and 
doing all that is required in God’s law. He should also  
in this manner bring forth fruits worthy of conversion  
and provide the evidence thereof.
 A third room was then added which was designated  
as a school where growth in the knowledge of godly and 
 heavenly matters, especially Christian discernment and 
prudence, would be taught. These had as its object the  
way the homeowner would conduct his business life and 
discern the walk of his neighbor. Here he was taught to 
deal carefully and circumspectly with his neighbor so that  
he would not be an offense or annoyance to him but seek 
to win him over for the kingdom of God, especially if they 
were strangers of God or weak in the faith, which Solomon 
calls the knowledge of the saints in Proverbs 9:10. On the 
inside wall of this room a good friend of the homeowner 
had written, “Practical knowledge of God’s will.”
 Above this room, a fourth story was added where it  
was suitable to be instructed in Christian moderation,  
an instruction which, according to the reasoning of that 
merciful Lord of whom we have often made mention, was 
highly necessary for His subjects. This instruction was 
given not only in the proper use of intellect and knowledge, 
for man must also be wise with moderation (Romans 12:3). 
A person should know and acknowledge his own weak-

nesses and faults, should not elevate himself above others, 
and in all things exercise humility, gladly stepping aside  
for others. One should keep himself busy with the things 
which pertain to and are necessary for salvation without 
inquiring into those things which belong to the hidden  
will of God (Deuteronomy 29:29).
 We should also consider both the outward and personal 
life where moderation entails that Christian virtue whereby 
a person is kept in the way of his proper duty.
 In this manner our homeowner received instruction  
as follows:

 In the first place, concerning modesty: it should not 
only be visible in our clothing so that it appears neither 
gaudy nor frivolous but also in our conversation— 
not using a multitude of words whereby we end up 
transgressing but by setting a watch before our lips  
and being slow to speak.
 In the second place, we must exercise modesty in  
the use of food and drink, taking care not to use more 
than is necessary for our sustenance and refreshment 
so that we would not be “inclined to the wine and 
fleshpots,” using as our examples such biblical persons 
as Hannah, and Daniel and his friends.
 In the third place, maintain purity of the soul and 
body whereby the uncontrolled passions and evil lusts 
which strive against the seventh commandment of  
the godly law (Romans 13:13) are restrained. p

(To be continued)

Selcart (26)
(An historical account of the persecution of the Churches Under the Cross)
W.J.D. van Dijck

Church History

The deathbed of a child of the Lord

Several days after Martha’s’ successful escape, we again  
  find ourselves in the Heulstraat at the home of Selcart, 
the bookseller. In the already well-known upstairs bedroom, 
we find the old housekeeper Mina, sitting at the bedside  
of her mistress, looking with great concern upon the very 
ill mother lying there. From time to time she gives Selcart’s 
wife a small sip of a potion of herbs which she had prepared 
herself. Health care and drugs were not readily available in 
those days except for the very wealthy. There were some 
monks who dabbled in herbs and such type of medicaments, 
but most health care was “practiced” by barbers who would 
take blood from people in the hopes of eliminating what 
was causing the illness.

 For Mother Selcart the days of anxiety and concern lay 
behind her. When she heard that Martha was safe, a great 
burden had been taken from her shoulders. When she had 
said farewell to her daughter, she felt that she would never 
see her beloved child again on this side of the grave. Even 
though the last moments were heart-wrenching, she knew 
that when Martha came to her father, she would be among 
a circle of fellow believers in Emden. Mother Selcart could, 
at this time, with unspeakable thankfulness look back at  
the way which the Lord had led her in the past in spite of 
the streams of difficulties which had overtaken her.
 For all these benefits, she had one voice with praise and 
thanksgiving to Him who had done all things well. She felt 
herself blessed above thousands of others in the land. Her 
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loved ones were in safety, and although the actions of the 
Inquisition had robbed them of their income, she had enough 
to sustain her in her feeble needs. The old Mina, who 
increased from day to day in godliness, was a very faithful 
help for her. Mother Selcart’s only desire was to be delivered 
from the strife here below, to be delivered from a life of 
sorrows and to enter into that blessedness which is laid away 
for those who may join in the wedding feast of the Lamb.
 Her last hours and days would, however, not be without 
bitterness. Even though Satan cannot rob God’s children 
from the rest which has been prepared for them, he will 
either cause them to doubt or by other means trouble them 
to make them fear their eternal destination. Such devilish 
onslaughts, however, frequently cause communion with 
the Saviour to become stronger and livelier. Even though 
Satan tried his best to bring her to doubt her state, the  
Lord protected her.
 The Inquisition, quite upset that the death of Evert had 
robbed them of the eyes and ears to note who and what  
was happening in the home of Selcart, decided to place one 
of their people directly in the home to observe what was 
taking place and to make sure that none of the books still 
being kept there would be removed. The presence of this 
individual, appointed by Pastor Harmensz, was a source of 
constant irritation to Mina, for she had to provide him with 
whatever he wanted. She would have endured it silently if 
Pastor Harmensz had not at the most inopportune times 
entered their home to speak to the sickly woman about her 
husband and daughter, and to encourage them to return  
to the bosom of the Roman Catholic Church.
 That these visits were a constant source of grief and 
served to further sap her strength can readily be understood, 
especially when the priest intimated that they had Martha 
in their custody. Mother Selcart was remarkably sustained 
by the Lord, however, especially when she could read God’s 
Word, which was still kept hidden under the bed covers. 
These moments were also richly blessed to the soul of the 
old Mina who had never learned to read herself.
 The wife of the printer was lying very quietly with her 
hands folded. From time to time Mina would moisten her 
dry, cracked lips. Suddenly, they heard the knock on the 
door, and the voice of Pastor Harmensz who was coming  
to check on “his dear sick friend.” Approaching the bedside, 
he felt her pulse and asked her, “Well, Mother, how are you 
doing?” The patient barely opened her eyes, and in the 
darkness, she could not see who was standing at her bedside.
 After Mina had lit a candle. the priest took her aside  
and said that it was high time that he administered the last 
rites to the patient since it was obvious that her condition 
was critical.

 “Ah, honorable Sir,” said Mina, “that will not be necessary. 
She definitely has no need of that since she is fully assured 
of her salvation in the blood of Jesus Christ.”
 “Woman, do you know what you are saying?” the priest 
said indignantly. “Would you let this woman die in such  
a manner?”
 “Honorable Sir, why don’t you ask her yourself upon what 
grounds she hopes to enter eternity.”
 As the priest approached her bedside, he asked, “Mrs. 
Selcart, considering your low condition, do you desire to 
make a last confession and receive the sacrament for  
the dying?”
 Mother Selcart opened her eyes, and a smile was seen  
on her face when with a clear voice she answered, “Honorable 
Sir, that my end is near, I fully realize. I have confessed my 
sins unto God and have found satisfaction and forgiveness 
in the blood of Christ. My sins have been nailed to the cross, 
and I freely lay my head down upon the merits of His 
righteousness.”
 “My dear woman, to be so bound to your condition. 
Don’t you know that there is no salvation outside of our 
holy mother, the church, and that I, as her priest, hold the 
keys to heaven and hell?”
 It was silent for a moment; then the dying one lifted up 
her voice and with a jubilant voice said, “There is therefore 
no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from  
the law of sin and death.”
 Pastor Harmensz was silent. Annoyance and indignity 
toward those whom he considered his inferiors kept him 
from speaking. After several moments the dying one called 
out, “Mina, where are you? It is becoming so dark; where  
is your hand? Mina, after I am gone, please let my husband 
and daughter know that my end was peace and that the 
Lord has made all things well. That will be enough for them.”
 Pastor Harmensz made one more attempt. “Kiss this 
cross,” he demanded. Mother Selcart gently pushed it away. 
“Mina,” she said, “It is becoming light about me. I see the 
Church of Christ in the form of a woman, and at her feet 
lies a broken chain. Yea, the Lord is showing me that the 
Church shall blossom in these lands, the stakes shall be 
removed, and God’s Word will be proclaimed in the streets.”
 Pastor Harmensz could no longer observe and listen to 
the two women. As he turned to leave, he heard them sing, 
“In sweet communion Lord with Thee, I constantly abide.” 
When Adriaan and his brother came to the house that 
evening, Mina showed them the mortal remains of her 
who had been delivered from the strife and who was now 
rejoicing before the throne of the Lamb. p

(To be continued)
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The angel of the LORD is regularly spoken about in Scripture, 
and the New Testament clearly speaks of a created angel. 
Think, for example, of the angel of the LORD who commanded 
Philip to go to the desert or the angel of the LORD who 
delivered Peter out of prison. Who, then, is the angel of  
the LORD in the Old Testament?

There has been a great deal of discussion throughout  
  the ages, but the writers of the marginal notes are very 
certain that the angel of the LORD in the Old Testament 
most often means God’s Son—that is, often, not always. 
When we read, for example, that the angel of the LORD 
came to a dejected Elijah under the juniper tree, it was an 
ordinary angel. When the angel of the LORD smote 185,000 
Assyrians, it also was an ordinary angel. In these cases,  
the word angel is not capitalized. When, however, the word 
angel is capitalized, such as an Angel of the LORD, the Angel 
of the LORD, or the LORD’s Angel, then the text speaks 
about the Son of God.
The revelation in the Old Testament
 The first time we read about the Angel of the LORD in 
Scripture is in the days of Abraham, at the beginning of  
the patriarchal covenant revelation. The Angel of the LORD 
found the fleeing Hagar in the wilderness, came with two 
angels unto Abraham, appeared more than once to Jacob, etc. 
Later, in the early ages of the national covenant revelation, 
the Angel of the LORD appeared quite often. He appeared 
in the burning bush unto Moses, delivered His people 
Israel from Egypt, and gave His law upon Mount Horeb. 
With a wonderful faithfulness He cared for them in the 
wilderness. He also powerfully fought for them in giving 
them the promised land.
 In the dark days of the judges we read that the Angel of 
the LORD came to the gathering of the people of Israel at 
Bochim with a terrible accusation: “Ye have not obeyed  
My voice.” He also appeared unto Gideon and to the parents 
of Samson. In the later years of Israel’s existence, without 
interruption the Angel of the LORD closely watched over 
His separated people. However, there were few revelations, 
for the Lord lived in His temple in the midst of His people, 
and the offices of prophet, priest, and king functioned fully 
among the nation.
 The last time that we read of the Angel of the LORD in 
the Old Testament is in the first verse of Malachi 3. It is 
striking that the last time is also the only time that He is 
called the “Messenger Angel of the covenant.”
The revelation in the New Testament
 As far as the New Testament is concerned, when Stephen 

defends himself before the council, he twice mentions  
the Angel of the LORD, but they are references to the Old 
Testament. In the New Testament we read eleven times 
about the “angel of the LORD,” but then it always refers to 
an ordinary angel and not to the Son of God. In this way  
it appears that we no longer read of the Angel of the LORD 
in the New Testament. That is how it appears, but on the 
contrary, the opposite is true; the New Testament is full  
of His name. God’s Son, who came to Abraham in the 
appearance of a human body, is the same One who has 
assumed flesh and blood by means of the Virgin Mary  
and is the Mediator of mankind sent from God, namely,  
the Man Christ Jesus.
 What about now, in the days of the covenant revelation 
to the churches? Now He is greatly exalted and gathers to 
Himself, out of the entire human race, a Church through 
Word and Spirit.
The Angel—the sent One
 Why is the Angel of the LORD called an Angel? Is it because 
He is the head of the angels as is sometimes thought? God’s 
Son is indeed the head of the angels, but that is not the 
reason that He is called Angel. It is also not, as some main- 
tain, that He assumed the nature of a created angel.
 The original word for angel in both the Old and New 
Testaments means messenger or ambassador, that is, some- 
one who is sent out by a leader or ruler to perform a specific 
task. That is why prophets are also called messengers of the 
Lord and a priest an angel of the Lord of hosts. Most of the 
time, however, the word angel is used for ministering spirits 
who are sent out on behalf of those who are heirs of salvation.
 Christ is the Angel, the great Messenger or Ambassador. 
The Father has ordained the Son from eternity as His 
Servant and as Zion’s Surety. In the fullness of time He  
has sent His Son into the world. How often did He not say,  
“My Father who has sent Me”? How full and how deep is 
that blessed word, “I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have 
finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do.” Before 
assuming His human nature, He revealed Himself as the 
Angel of the LORD, the Lord’s Angel, the Angel of the 
covenant God. In the fullness of time He has assumed flesh 
and blood from the Virgin Mary. Who is like Him among 
the angels, the children of the strong? Can there be found 
any salvation outside of this Saviour for deeply guilty and 
lost children of Adam? “And this is life eternal, that they 
might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom Thou hast sent.” p

(To be continued)

The Angel of the LORD (1)
Rev. C. Hogchem, Genemuiden, the Netherlands

Biblical Exegesis
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Is there a difference between an encouragement and  
a visit of the Lord?

The question I received was larger and consisted of an  
  entire paragraph, but I have summarized it. Much of 
the question deals with the degree of power in relation to 
when you know that something is of the Lord or not, 
whether it is saving or common grace, etc. In other words, 
does the power by which something of Scripture is revealed 
determine whether it is saving or not?
 Questions like these are manifold. When is something a 
visit of the Lord and when is it not? When does something 
belong to the common work of the Holy Spirit, and when  
is it saving? I believe many serious-minded souls struggle 
with such matters. In the past I have addressed the differ-
ence between common and saving convictions. For some, 
these questions occupy their whole way of life; for others, 
they never seem to be a problem. The fact that questions  
of this nature continue to surface proves that there is a 
wide field of labor not only for office bearers to give biblical 
guidance during catechism and house visitation but also  
for teachers in school and parents at home to guide young 
people in their struggles with these serious matters.
 What came to mind while pondering an answer was 
what Joseph told the butler and the baker in prison:  
“Do not interpretations belong to God?” (Genesis 40:8). 
What a difference there was between the butler and the 
baker; both had dreamed, both were incarcerated, and  
both would be tried, but one would be freed and the other 
sentenced to death. Both were at a loss regarding the 
interpretation of their dream. Both needed and asked for 
light. I am convinced that there are serious and deep pitfalls 
on both sides of the extremes regarding the interpretation 
of whether something is a visit of the Lord or not. In the 
case of the butler and the baker, let us observe that both 
dreams were of the Lord … Have we learned, by grace and 
faith, to bow and submit to the whole truth of God’s Word? 
This will undoubtedly include a text like the one the baker 
received … and I think the baker knew very well that it  
was of the Lord.
 On the one hand, there is the danger of a total lack of 
discernment when every impression, conviction, or occur-
ring truth is taken as the saving work of the Holy Spirit. 
Such people can be very serious-minded and mean well, 
but the least emotion or impression is taken as the Lord’s 
saving work in the heart. Hands are laid suddenly upon 
such a person and soon the way to the Lord’s Supper is 

paved. However, a foundation is missing, and the Person 
and work of Christ is altogether absent.
 On the other hand, there are equally serious-minded 
individuals who are always questioning whether something 
is a visit of the Lord. Remember, I speak about extremes. 
We need to caution such souls that Scripture also speaks 
about quenching and grieving the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 
4:30 and 1 Thessalonians 5:19). Sometimes their questions 
border on what takes place in the laboratory: the dissecting 
of an organ or animal. Every part is carefully scrutinized  
to see what it is. Because of an excessive fear for self-deceit 
and presumption, every impression is treated with undue 
suspicion and distrust. Then I sometimes wonder: is the work 
of the Lord so vague, so doubtful, and so full of questions 
that it can never be discerned? This becomes worse if hands 
are laid on because “they don’t take it so easy …” I would  
ask again, “Do not interpretations belong to God?” Is it to 
God’s honor and glory that His Word and work are consis-
tently questioned? Is this how the Lord works? Having  
said this, it remains true that some children of God are  
too timid or doubtful to publicly profess grace, while yet 
others see the evidences. I do not believe, however, that 
this dubious walk is the Lord’s fault. Often you will notice 
traces of what we just mentioned, and this is not to the 
Lord’s honor and glory.
 The Lord’s saving work has fruits, and so does man’s 
work. Many books have been written about the difference. 
Sometimes reading such works can be beneficial; sometimes 
it becomes cumbersome. The tree is known by the fruits. 
We need the Lord Himself to interpret, confirm, and apply 
His own work. What is of the Lord and of saving faith draws 
one closer to the Lord, brings one in the dust before Him, 
and commits one’s cause and case to Him. There, all ground 
in self is lost and without a hope, but near the Lord, the 
soul commits itself to Him, the all-knowing and all-sufficient 
God. Whether this takes place by means of a refuge-taking 
faith or a more assured faith is secondary. Which form of 
true faith is not refuge-taking? What is of man stays with 
man, ends in man, and glorifies man. Although one can 
sound impressive and pious, man ultimately hates a free 
and sovereign salvation wherein God in Christ triumphs 
over the power of sin, Satan, and the world—a salvation  
in which God receives all the glory.
 Just today, I read a portion in a Dutch devotional by  
Rev. J. van der Poel, late minister of the Old Reformed 
Church. He writes: “Fruits are given in order to hunger  

Questions from Our Readers
Rev. H. Hofman, Kalamazoo, MI

Questions & Answers
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for the Tree. Drops of the waters of eternal life are granted 
in order to thirst for the Ocean.” A little later I read: “If 
something falls from Above upon here below, then from 
below it begins to draw to that what is Above.”
 Because of the importance of this matter and the many 
questions which prevail about this tender subject, I would 
like to continue in the next issue with some pastoral advice 

from one of our forefathers, regarding degrees of power 
and fruit in the true work of God in the soul. p

Please send your questions to Rev. H. Hofman, 112 Pratt Road, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001, or hofman@premieronline.net.

Curatorium Announcement

If all is well, the Curatorium of the Netherlands Reformed Theological School hopes to meet in Grand Rapids,  
  Michigan, on June 5, 2019. At that time both of our current theological students are scheduled to receive 
their exams, and Student H. de Leeuw, who will have come to the end of his fourth year of studies, will deliver 
his final trial sermon. We wish both of them and their instructors all that is necessary in these last months of 
the school year. At the same time, we invite anyone who has received an attest from his consistory to tell about 
the dealings of the Lord in his heart with respect to himself and the sacred ministry.
  Paul writes in Hebrews 5, “No man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was 
Aaron.” The disciples did not run of themselves but were called by the Lord Himself. When we view Him by  
the sea, calling unlearned fishermen as Peter, Andrew, James and John, then we observe that He sovereignly 
calls and uses the most unlikely persons for this special work. He Himself gives them heavenly lessons to make 
them fit for that work. By His dealings He strips them of all human wisdom and power. We read, “Master, we 
have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing” (Luke 5:5). They did not realize it, but the Creator of heaven 
and earth by His wise providence directed the very fish of the sea, in order to break down all the wisdom and 
experience of men, so that they have to give up all their own labours. Oh, what a way that is! Our flesh does  
not appreciate this, to be sure.
  Moreover, it is the Lord alone who is able to keep the rebellion of our hearts from breaking out into the 
open, but the Lord will teach His servants from where the blessings must come. They will not be found in man 
or in his efforts but in the work of the Lord alone. When the nets go down by the simple command of Christ, 
rather than by the ingenuity of man, then the dependence is no longer upon man, but there is a looking for a 
miracle from heaven only. It is in this way that there is to be found a blessing too great to be received by man. 
When the Lord reveals Himself to His people, they, as the disciples, receive everything from the Lord in one 
moment. Then they go from nothing to everything, from the miry pit to the top of the Rock, from hell to heaven. 
Everything is received by faith in Christ. He is so full. We read, “and the net brake.” Solomon swooned, and said, 
“Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples: for I am sick of love. His left hand is under my head, and His 
right hand doth embrace me” (Song of Solomon 2:5-6).
  The disciples had to learn these lessons for the sake of His Church, that they may be able to declare from 
the housetops what takes place in the inner chambers. May the Lord grant us such men, instructed by the Lord 
Himself in these divine and mysterious lessons so that the Church of God may be gathered and fed.
  If a consistory is given freedom to grant an attest to one of their members, they should notify the clerk of 
the Curatorium, who will forward a request for information. The applicant should also forward his own request 
to the clerk, asking to be heard at the Curatorium meeting in June. Vacant congregations should seek the help 
of their moderator in all these matters, and all information should be submitted as soon as possible.

  On behalf of the Curatorium, Address of the clerk of the Curatorium:
   Rev. J. den Hoed, chairman   Rev. H.D. den Hollander
   Rev. H.D. den Hollander, clerk   P.O. Box 627
   Fort Macleod, Alberta, Canada T0L 0Z0
   Phone (403) 308-8822
   Fax (888) 688-8041
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TimothyFOR THE

 YOUNG

 Maurik is a small village located in an area called 
de Betuwe where much fruit is grown. It is also an 
area traversed by a number of major rivers. The 
village of Maurik is located close to a river called the 
Lek. In the beginning of the twentieth century, a 
man with the name of Geurt van Ledden lives there.
 One day his mother says to him, “Geurt, you should 
buy yourself a parcel of land whereupon you can 
build a house, and I would advise you also to plant 
some fruit trees.” Geurt listens to the advice of his 
God-fearing mother. He buys a piece of land and begins 
building a house. While he is busy with the construc-
tion, his mother passes away. He moves into the house 
when it is finished. Geurt is not married at this time, 
but he does live there with two unmarried sisters.

Potatoes
 Geurt decides that he will grow potatoes on his 
land. Before he begins with the planting of potatoes, 
the land should be prepared with compost which is 
used as fertilizer. Unfortunately, Geurt does not have 
the money to purchase this. Happily, there is a man 
in Maurik, named Bos, who is willing to help him. 
One day, Mr. Bos meets an uncle of Geurt who lives 
next door. Mr. Bos tells Geurt’s uncle that he still 
has a large amount of pig manure which can be used 
as compost. Geurt is welcome to come for it and pay 
at a later time.
 It is a very kind offer, but the uncle of Geurt is  
not happy. He does not like his nephew because Geurt 
fears the Lord; therefore, his uncle cannot stand him. 
Sometime later, the uncle says to Geurt, “I think it 
would be good if you would spread a load of compost 
over your field. Bos over in Maurik has quite a bit 
available, but you cannot afford that.”
 Geurt begins to plant his potatoes. He thinks to 
himself that he will have to do without compost. 
Weeks later Geurt meets Mr. Bos who says to him, 
“Did your uncle tell you of my offer?”
 “What do you mean?” asks Geurt. “My uncle told 
me that you had pig manure for sale, but I could not 
afford it.”

 “Is that the way he said it to you?”
 “Yes, that is how he told it to me.”
 “Well then, he has twisted my message, for I have 
said that you could have the compost and pay me  
for it at a later date.”
 It is too bad that it transpired this way, but it is 
too late to now apply the compost. The potatoes will 
have to grow in unprepared soil. Geurt bows his 
knees, for he knows that nothing is too wonderful 
for the Lord. He asks the Lord if He will provide 
that the potatoes will develop and grow well.
 When summer comes, the potatoes that Geurt has 
planted are growing very well. One day he hears that 
a sickness has been discovered in the potato crop. 
Very large plots of land are smitten with the disease. 
The potatoes which are growing in these fields 
cannot be used. Every day Geurt’s uncle stops by 
and asks Geurt, “How are your potatoes doing? Are 
they still healthy?” One thing is clear; Geurt’s uncle 
is hoping that the potato sickness will also affect 
Geurt’s crop. When it does not happen, the uncle says 
bitterly, “The sickness will affect your crop also.”
 Geurt van Ledden again bows his knees and begs 
the Lord that the potato sickness will bypass his field. 
Geurt feels the enmity of his uncle, but his first 
concern is not about the harvest; it is about the 
honor of the Lord. If the harvest is a failure, his 
uncle will use it to mock his God. That is painful  
for Geurt, and that is why he lays upon his knees.
 The summer passes by, and it becomes late 
 September, early October. It is harvest time for 
Geurt. He may have trusted in his God, and he 
receives a beautiful harvest. The sickness has not 
affected his crop. Since very few of the other growers’ 
potatoes can be used, he receives a good price for 
his crop, and he is richly blessed.

Marriage and family
 Several years pass by, and in 1914 World War I 
breaks out. It is a terrible war wherein millions of 
people lose their life. The Netherlands is spared 
involvement since the children of God beg the Lord 

Geurt van Ledden
Dirk van Dordt

(Translated from Standvastig, December 2018)
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to let the war pass them by, and God has heard  
their prayer.
 In 1916, a marriage is solemnized at a small church 
in Elst. The minister who conducts the service is 
Rev. L. Boone, a well-known minister from the Old 
Reformed Churches. The bride is Geertruida Doest, 
and the bridegroom is Geurt van Ledden. He is now 
thirty-six years old and living alone since one sister 
has married and the other sister has died.
 Geurt takes his bride to his home where they lead 
a quiet life. From time to time they have visitors in 
their home because the back room is used for church 
services when a minister is available. Afterwards 
the house is quiet again, for they have no children.
 Several years pass by, and one day we see Geurt 
with a young boy on his lap. It is one of his own 
 children, a boy just four months old. Geurt has begged 
the Lord for children, and the Lord has heard his 
prayer and granted the couple three. The child sitting 
on his lap is the youngest, and Geurt is holding him 
because he is sick. The child has been healthy since 
birth, but now in his illness Geurt talks to the child, 
saying, “Oh, my boy, you will soon be well again.” 
Then something wonderful happens, and Geurt 
notices it. It appears the child wants to say some-
thing, but a child of four months cannot speak so 
that no words were heard. Geurt cannot forget it; 
fourteen days later the child passes away.

A child of God at a young age
 Years pass by; Geurt is an old man at seventy 
years of age. In the meantime, World War II has 
occurred. Because of his age, Geurt no longer has  

to work. This allows him to travel throughout the 
country to visit the children of God.
 It is now thirty-two years since his third child has 
passed away. Where will this child now be? Then 
something remarkable happens. The Lord points 
Geurt to the history of Mary and Elizabeth. Mary is 
expecting the birth of the Lord Jesus while Elizabeth 
is expecting the birth of John the Baptist. At this 
time, Elizabeth is already pregnant for six months. 
When Mary comes into the house of her cousin 
Elizabeth, Elizabeth’s baby leaps in her womb for joy. 
The Lord shows Geurt in this history that John the 
Baptist was already a child of the Lord before he was 
born. When he was born, just like all other young 
children, he could not speak.
 Then the Lord points Geurt to his own child, the 
child that was sitting on his lap thirty-two years ago. 
That child wanted to say something, but it was too 
young; it could not yet speak. The Lord makes it clear 
to Geurt that although one can be too young to speak, 
he can yet be a child of God. Geurt has always had  
a secret hope for his child, but now he may believe 
that he is with the Lord in heaven. Geurt is filled 
with wonderment at what the Lord has done.
 On July 16, 1958, Geurt himself leaves this earth. 
His wife has preceded him in death by several years. 
She also was a child of God. Geurt has meant much 
for the people of the Lord, for he frequently visited 
them, and prayed with them. He is a gifted child of 
God who also writes poetry. When he is seventy-eight 
years old, he lays down his tired head, and the Lord 
takes His child into eternal glory.

The Story of Joseph (7)
(Genesis 42:25-38 & Genesis 43)

Bible Stories for Little Ones

 When the brothers were ready to go home to their 
father Jacob, Joseph made sure that their sacks were 
full of corn, and he also commanded that their money 
be placed into their sacks. Joseph told his brothers 
that if they came again, they would have to bring 
their youngest brother with them. They knew that 
their father would never agree to that. If they did 
not come back, Simeon would have to stay in jail. 
What could they do?
 As the brothers traveled back to the land of Canaan, 
they stopped to feed their animals. When they opened 

their sacks, they found their money in the top of the 
sack. It was the money which they had used to pay 
for their corn. Seeing this money made them very 
afraid. “The man will think we are thieves as well  
as spies. What shall we do?” As soon as they arrived 
home, the brothers hurried into their father’s house 
and told him all that had taken place. “The man 
spoke very harshly to us, and he insisted that when 
we return, we must bring Benjamin with us.”
 The brothers were very afraid now, and Jacob was 
also worried. Jacob told them that they could not 
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take Benjamin with them the next time. “Joseph is 
gone, and Simeon is gone, and if you take Benjamin 
away, I cannot let that happen. All these things are 
against me.”
 Reuben said to his father, “You may take my two 
sons if I do not bring Benjamin back to you.”
 Still Jacob replied, “No, if you take him, then it 
will be the end of my life.”
 When Jacob and his sons had eaten up all the  
food, Jacob said to his sons that they should go back 
to Egypt to buy more food. “We cannot go unless 
Benjamin goes with us,” said Judah.
 “Why did you even tell the man that you had a 
little brother?” asked Jacob. “You should never have 
told him that.”
 “The man asked all about our family,” the brothers 
said. “How could we know that he would tell us that 
we must bring Benjamin with us?”
 Then Judah said to Jacob, “Send Benjamin with 
me, and I will be surety for him. Should anything 
happen to him, I will take the blame.”
 Finally, Jacob agreed to let Benjamin go with them. 
He knew that if they did not get food soon, they 
would die from hunger. Jacob prepared presents for 
Joseph. The brothers also took the money which had 
been returned to them as well as additional money 
to pay for the food which they needed to buy. They 
hoped in this way to keep the governor from being 
angry with them. We can be sure that Jacob offered 

up many prayers to God for the safety of his children.
 When the brothers appeared before Joseph again, 
they were very afraid. Would he think they were 
thieves; would he put them all in prison?
 How surprised they were when they were taken to 
Joseph’s house and a large, fine meal was prepared 
for them. Simeon was released from prison and was 
able to join them. The brothers did not know what  
to think. They spoke to Joseph’s steward and told 
him about the money in their sacks. He told them 
not to worry. He said, “Your God, and the God of your 
father, hath given you your treasure in your sacks.”
 When Joseph saw his brother Benjamin, he became 
very emotional and went into another room where 
he cried because he did not want anyone to see his 
tears. After Joseph composed himself, he came out 
and had all the brothers sit at one table while he  
sat at another table with the Egyptians. The brothers 
were very surprised because they were seated 
according to age, from the oldest to the youngest. 
How did this man know who was the oldest and  
who was the youngest?
 They noted that the governor must really have 
loved Benjamin because he gave him much more 
than the others. Were the older brothers jealous of 
Benjamin? We do not read that in the Bible. It seems 
as if the Lord had softened the brothers’ hearts. 
They no longer showed the hatred which they had 
shown toward Joseph in former years.

Dear Boys and Girls,
 Have you ever been in a cave? A cave is cool and 
sheltered. It hides you from the wind, rain, and hot 
sun. What a relief it can be to find some shade on  
a hot day. People have also found shelter in a cave 
during a blizzard. There, they could safely wait out 
the storm and not be buried or lost.
 There have also been times when caves were used 
as a hiding place from enemies. When people were 
persecuted for being Christians, they sometimes fled 
to the mountains and lived in caves until the soldiers 
were gone. There was once a small family, just a 

mother and her son and little daughter, who were 
fleeing. The soldiers wanted to capture them for 
having a Bible and believing in the only truth of God. 
The mother was sick and could barely take another 
step. Yet they had to keep going; the soldiers were 
looking for them. They had very little time left.  
The soldiers were surely going to overtake them. 
However, the mother could not go on.
 Suddenly, the boy saw a rabbit disappear into the 
steep rock wall next to the path. The small animal 
simply vanished. The boy discovered a crack in the 
rock. That is where the rabbit had gone. The boy left 

Bible Quiz
Caves
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the path and squeezed through the cleft. Soon, he 
was back, his eyes wide with wonder. “Come on!”  
he motioned, and he pulled his mother by the arm. 
Soon, all three had disappeared through the crack. 
Shrubs and bushes hid the narrow opening from 
view, and the little family found themselves in a 
small valley with caves around its edge. They were 
safe. Who had sent that rabbit, do you think?
 There is another story of a man who was running 
as fast as he could from soldiers who were chasing 
him. The man had escaped from his house as the 
soldiers arrived, ready to arrest him for being a 
Christian. Terrible things happened to those who 
wanted to serve God in the right way. The soldiers 
followed him, and they were hot on his trail. Any 
moment now, they would overtake the man and 
capture him. The man was running over rocks and 
boulders in a very rocky area. Suddenly, the ground 
gave way underneath him, and he found himself 
falling. He fell into a small cave under the rocks,  
and no one could see him. It was as if the earth had 
just swallowed him up. The soldiers ran right past the 
hidden hole, and the man was safe. God had kept him.
 The Lord provided these hiding places. The Lord 
also provides a much greater and better hiding place. 
This is a hiding place for souls who are in danger. 
They are in danger because enemies such as sin and 
the devil are attacking them. They are in danger 
because they will perish if they do not receive a 
Saviour as their God. They are weary and distressed 
and need a place to rest safely. They are travelers 
and need shelter.
 Where are they traveling? Well, they have become 
strangers on this earth. They sing, “I am a stranger 
here; dependent on Thy grace; a pilgrim, as my 
fathers were, with no abiding place.” They do not 
love the world with all their hearts anymore, nor  
do they love themselves the most. No, they love God 
because He first loved them. They long to serve the 
Lord, and they need Him to shelter them. If they  
are found in Him, they will no longer have to go lost 
forever in hell. Sometimes they travel very slowly, 
but they are on the way, on the way to the city of 
the King Jesus.
 There are many dangers on the way. They need 
what Isaiah writes: “And a Man shall be as an hiding 
place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; 
as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of  
a great rock in a weary land” (Isaiah 32.2). Who is 
this Man that is a hiding place? That is Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God who is both God and Man. He is the 
only safe place for a needy heart.

 Place your answers where they fit in the puzzle 
below. You will then use the word that appears in 
the boxes outlined in bold to answer #10.
 1. Who went into a cave because he was sad and 
discouraged and afraid? (1 Kings 19)
 2. From whom did the Israelites hide in dens in 
caves? (Judges 6)
 3. Who dwelt in a cave in a mountain near Zoar? 
(Genesis 19)
 4. For what did Abraham want the cave of  
Machpelah? (Genesis 23)
 5. Who found and brought out five kings hiding  
in a cave? (Joshua 10)
 6. From whom did the men of Israel hide in caves 
and thickets? (1 Samuel 13)
 7. What was the name of the cave where David 
and his men hid themselves? (1 Samuel 22)
 8. Who came into the cave where David was 
 hiding? (1 Samuel 24)
 9. Who took care of one hundred prophets in  
a cave? (1 Kings 18)
 10. What did a man who lived in tombs and caves 
say? __________________________________________

For the Older Children
 Unscramble the words below and use them to fill  
in the blanks. Take the circled letters in the boxes 
and use them to find the last answer. This answer  
is for the blank in #15.

 11. “Now ____________ of the thirty captains went 
down to the rock to David, into the cave of Adullam; 
and the host of the Philistines encamped in the 
valley of Rephaim.” (1 Chronicles)
 12. “To dwell in the ____________ of the valleys,  
in caves of the earth, and in the rocks.” (Job)
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 13. “And they shall go into the ____________ of the 
rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of  
the Lord, and for the glory of His majesty, when He 
ariseth to shake terribly the earth.” (Isaiah)
 14. “Say thou thus unto them, Thus saith the Lord 
God; As I live, surely they that are in the wastes 
shall fall by the sword, and him that is in the open 
field will I give to the beasts to be devoured, and 
they that be in the ____________ and in the caves 
shall die of the pestilence.” (Ezekiel)
 15. “They wandered in deserts, and in mountains, 
and in ____________ and caves of the earth.”

For the Younger Children
 All the words below describe and are used for 
caves. Trace the letters. Take the underlined letters 
and place them on the line to spell the name of 
Someone who was buried in a type of cave hewn  
out of rock (called tomb or sepulcher).

 16. _________________________________________________
 17. Who else was buried in a cave? (John 11) 
________________________
 18. Finish this text from Revelation 6:15 to show 
where people who are not saved will try to hide 
when Jesus Christ comes on the clouds to judge all 
people. “And the kings of the earth, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and every bondman, and every  
free man, hid themselves ____________________________
______________________________________________________”

Answers to last month’s “Escape” quiz:
 1-11. vipers (Matthew 23:33), pass (Luke 21:36), 
destruction (1 Thessalonians 5:3),  
prophets (1 Kings 18:40), house (Esther 4:13),  
save (Psalm 71:2), snare (Psalm 124:7),  
nets (Psalm 141:10), lies (Proverbs 19:5),  
hand (John 10:39), great (Hebrews 2:3)
 12. prisoners
 13. floating and swimming
 14. Melita
 15. the poisonous snake did not harm him
 16. he was let down over the wall in a basket
 17. wall
 18. down
 19. hand
 20. B
 21. A
 22. C

Austin Anzelmo
Maddy Anzelmo
Rylie Anzelmo
Benson Bakker (2)
Cole Bakker
Sawyer Bakker
Amber Bisschop
Eryn Bisschop
Sara Bisschop
GaryJon Blom
Martena Blom
Riley Blom
Willem Blom
Gary Boon
Jenny Boon
Hayley Bosch
Sarina Den Bok
Thomas Den Bok
Danny den Hollander
Lisa den Hollander
Seth den Hollander
Geralyn Engelen
Kariena Engelen
Shawn Engelen
Trevor Engelen
Anika Engelsma (2)
Kayla Engelsma (2)
Ailene Groenendyk
Ruben Groenendyk
Autumn Kegel (2)
Hannah Kegel (2)
Sophia Kegel (2)
Claire Kelderman
Christa Kerkhoff
Lydia Knibbe
Nathan Knibbe
Rebecca Krygsman
Sarah Krygsman

Lydia Mol
Rachel Mol
Teddy Mol
Paxton Peyton Ymker
Quentin Peyton Ymker
Andrew Remijn (2)
Luke Rozeboom
Anna Rozendaal
Emma Rozendaal
Joscelyn Rozendaal
Laura Scherpenzeel
Colin Ten Hove
Andrew Van Brugge
Anna Van Brugge
Charity VanBrugge (2)
Jed VanBrugge (2)
Miriam VanBrugge (3)
Aart Vander Waal
Elaina Vander Waal
Anthony VanHarten
Nathan VanHarten
Shantel Van Liere (2)
Lydia Van Manen
Rosalee Van Manen
Amelia Van Pelt
Nathaniel Van Pelt
Alivia Vande Hoef
Micah Vande Hoef
Joshua Vande Lagemaat
Paul Vogelaar
Thomas Vogelaar
Jonathan Wesdyk
Laura Wesdyk
Rebekah Wesdyk
Alisha Wessels
Anthony Wessels
Johanna Wessels
Heidi Ymker 

Answers to previous quizzes were received in   
November from:

Cavern,  
underground chamber,  
grotto, cavity, dugouts,  

tunnel, den, hollow, cleft

Please send your answers to the  
address shown below:

Aunt LenaBeth
180 Jacobs Road, Newfoundland, NJ 07435

E-mail: auntlenabeth@gmail.com
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Letters to My Young Readers

Miriam VanBrugge
I imagine you are glad that summer weather is over for a while if you 
have a crowded classroom, Miriam. You have a big class! Wow, you are 
almost in Junior High, already, it’s hard to believe—it will be here before 
you know it, D.V. I’m sorry that your chickens aren’t doing well. Do you 
still have them now? What is your favorite subject in school? I hope you 
had a good Christmas and New Year. We don’t know what a new year 
will bring. We can’t see the future, but we may pray every day that the 
Lord will guide and direct our lives and keep and help us in all things.

 Welcome to our new members:  

Austin Anzelmo, Cole & Sawyer Bakker, Danny,  

Lisa, & Seth den Hollander, Christa Kerkhoff,  

Teddy Mol, Joscelyn Rozendaal, Nathaniel Van Pelt,  

Matthew & Caleb Vogelaar, Paul & Thomas Vogelaar, 

and Paxton & Quentin Peyton Ymker.

 Thank you, everyone, for your wishes for the  

New Year—I really appreciate all the brief messages 

received and would like to wish all of you the Lord’s 

blessing in return, for the year 2019.

           Love,

            Aunt LenaBeth

Amelia Van Pelt
Are you learning about Joseph right now, Amelia? That is definitely  

a beautiful story. How amazing it is that although the brothers sold  

him because they wanted to be rid of him, God meant it for good and  

used it later to provide food for those same brothers, and most of all,  

to make them sorry for what they did. It is a difficult question to  

answer what my favorite Bible story is. I always like the stories of Ruth,  

Bartimaeus, and the story of the Good Shepherd and the lost sheep,  

but there are so many more. Think of the beautiful stories, for example,  

of Noah, Israel’s wilderness journey, David, the shepherds in fields of  

Bethlehem, Jesus stilling the storm, Mary, Martha, & Lazarus, Jesus  

blessing the children … The Lord said, “Suffer the children to come  

unto Me, and forbid them not.” He does not tell children to wait until  

they are older to seek Him. Yes, we do have animals. Our dogs’ names  

are Bella, Toby, and Tucker. We have a donkey, sheep, ducks, guinea hens, canary, 

fish, cat, and many chickens. Do you collect eggs?

Hayley Bosch
I’m not sure why you did not receive a November Banner, 

Hayley. I hope it didn’t get lost in the mail. I will email 

you the quiz in case you would still like to do it. I hope 

you are enjoying your school holidays. Did you go 

camping? It is winter here. There is just a very little bit  

of snow on the ground, but it isn’t very cold.

According to Townhall.com, a teacher at West Point High School in 
Virginia was fired on December 6, 2018, over his religious objections to 
using male pronouns when referring to a student who is biologically 
female but identifies as a male. The teacher was accused of creating a 
hostile learning environment while simply using the proper pronouns 
for the student, based on her biological sex.

—Townhall.com

According to a recent British statement, some 215 million Christians 
worldwide faced persecution last year, with about 250 Christians killed 
every month. The British government will review persecution in the 
Middle East, Africa, and Asia, analyze current British support, and 
recommend a comprehensive policy response. —FoxNews.com

Iraq’s Cabinet formally declared Christmas to be a national holiday as the 
country celebrated the birth of Christ. It was noted by a church leader 
that the security situation is better than in previous years, especially  
in Baghdad.

—FoxNews.com

New Jersey has become the second state in the nation, after California, 
to pass legislation “mandating Boards of Education to include instruction 
and adopt instructional materials that accurately portray political, 
economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people.” Although this legislation 
is presently applicable only to public schools, we may well be concerned 
that there will be efforts to extend these regulations to private and 
religious schools, too.

Current Events

Benson Bakker
Thanks so much for your letter, Benson, and for your answers. Do you 
know the verse, “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet?” Ask the Lord to guide 
and teach you from and with His Word. If the Lord blesses His Word to 
your heart, it can show you who you are and who God is. I’m sure you 
have good times hauling cows and pigs with your dad. Did you build a 
snow fort or have a snowball fight with your dad? There are so many fun 
things to do in the snow. Yes, my chickens are doing well although we did 
have either an owl or raccoon get hold of one rooster and one hen again, 
so I just have thirty-three left. I hope I can get some new chicks in the 
spring. Yes, we have four dogs and one cat on the property, but just one 
dog is mine. His name is Tucker. What are your dog and cat’s names?
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xyz Church News
MINISTERIAL CALLS
Extended:
To Rev. A.A. Brugge of Lethbridge, Alberta,  
by the congregations of Doetinchem, the 
Netherlands, and Lynden, Washington.
To Rev. G.J.N. Moens of Lisse, the Netherlands, 
by the congregation of Brant County, Ontario.
To Rev. A.T. Vergunst of Waupun, Wisconsin, 
by the congregations of Den Haag-Scheveningen, 
the Netherlands, and Markham, Ontario.
To Rev. A.H. Verhoef of St. Catharines, Ontario, 
by the congregation of Picture Butte, Alberta.
Declined:
By Rev. A.A. Brugge of Lethbridge, Alberta,  
to the congregations of Sioux Center, Iowa, 
and Lynden, Washington.
By Rev. H.A. Van Zetten of Benthuizen, the 
Netherlands, to the congregation of Covell 
Avenue, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
By Rev. A.T. Vergunst of Waupun, Wisconsin, 
to the congregations of Den Haag-Scheveningen, 
the Netherlands, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
and Markham, Ontario.
By Rev. A.H. Verhoef of St. Catharines, Ontario, 
to the congregations of Picture Butte, Alberta, 
and Sheboygan, Wisconsin.

xyz Obituaries
BLOM, Henry – Age 84, December 24, 2018; 
Rock Valley, Iowa; Sisters-in-law – Tillie Blom, 
Jean Blom; Brother-in-law – Gerrit Vande 
Hoef; predeceased by brothers Jake, Jim, John, 
Arie, Cornie, and sisters Marie Schmidt, 
Jennie Kramer, and Nellie Vande Hoef.  
(Rev. J. Witvoet, Ecclesiastes 9:11&12.)
HEIKOOP, Christiaan – Age 98, December 2, 
2018; Calgary, Alberta; Wife – Lena (nee Visser);  
Children – Coby, Martin & Lori, Chris & Sjaae, 
Susanna & Brian (deceased) MaEachern;  
6 grandchildren, 13 great-grandchildren. 
(Psalm 91:1&2.)
NIEUWENHUYZEN, Leuntje – Age 96, 
December 5, 2018; Lincoln, Ontario;  
Husband – Leen (deceased); Children – Jackie 
& Bill (deceased) Louws, Tom (deceased) & 
Joan Nieuwenhuyzen, Willy Nieuwenhuyzen, 
Corry & Dave Bowly, Bill & Ineke Nieuwen-
huyzen, John Nieuwenhuyzen, Joanne & Bas 
Groenenboom, Jim Nieuwenhuyzen; 19 grand- 
children, 59 great-grandchildren, 8 great-great-
grandchildren. (Rev. A.H. Verhoef, Psalm 90:12.)

REMUS, Elizabeth (nee Van Dalen) – Age 81, 
January 3, 2019; Lincoln Park, New Jersey; 
Husband – Jacob; Children – John & Cheryll, 
Lynda, Janet & Arthur Sisco, Marie & Paul 
Wyatt, Arlene & Tyler Harrington, Bethann; 
Brother – Jacob & Ida Van Dalen; Sister –  
Wilma Van Dalen; 9 grandchildren, 3 great-
grandchildren. (Rev. J. den Hoed, Isaiah 12:1.)

xyz Kalamazoo Conference for
Post-High School Graduates
March 22&23, 2019
The Kalamazoo Young Adult Committee, 
under their consistory’s guidance, is planning 
another conference for post-high school 
graduates. This conference is planned, the  
Lord willing, for March 22&23, 2019. It will 
include a one-night stay in cabins at a private 
facility at Sherman Lake in Augusta, Michigan. 
For more information regarding this event  
or to register, please go to our website:  
www.kalamazooretreats.org and enter the 
password: conference.

xyz Bèka Community Inclusion
Program Employment Opportunity
Bèka Community Inclusion Program (Chilli-
wack, British Columbia) is a program for adults 
with special needs. The goal is to provide inte- 
grated daily activities in the church, school, and 
wider communities, with emphasis on biblical 
lifestyle and our Reformed doctrine. We are 
looking for someone to take the full-time lead 
role in developing and running this program.
Required qualifications:
  •  Be a confessing member in good standing 

of the NRC or RCNA
  •  Degree/Diploma/Certificate in the 

Community Social Service field or 
equivalent education and training

  •  Direct support experience of individuals 
with developmental disabilities

  •  Strong interpersonal, organization, time 
management, and computer literacy skills

 If you are interested, please contact 
Marianne Luteyn (kmluteyn@telus.net), or 
Jacoline Klaassen (jacobaklaassen@gmail.com).

xyz Hope Bay Bible Camp
The Chilliwack NRC hopes to host the  
annual young adults’ retreat on Pender Island, 
British Columbia, on May 23-25, 2019, D.V.  
We welcome all post-secondary young adults 
to attend for a time of learning, fellowship,  
and exploration of the beauty of Pender Island. 
Pastor Van Ruitenburg and other speaker(s) 
yet to be determined will provide topics and 
Bible studies. Registration is open until May 6, 
2019. The cost is $115/single, and $165 for a 
married couple to be paid online at the time  
of registration. Accommodations for the follow- 
ing weekend can be arranged for out-of-town 
guests. For further information and registration, 
go to www.bnrcyouth.com/registration.

News & Announcements

In Memoriam
Mr. Gerrit Klok

“And the door was shut” (Matthew 25:10b).
With sorrow the consistory of the 
Netherlands Reformed congregation of 
Picture Butte announces the death of 
Deacon Gerrit Klok at the age of sixty 
years, following a brief, three-week battle 
with cancer. His funeral service was 
conducted by Rev. H.D. den Hollander 
on December 7, 2018, whose text was the 
above words. With the love of his heart, 
Mr. Klok served as a deacon in Lethbridge 
for five and a half years and then in 
Picture Butte for eighteen years (January 
2001 to December 2018). May the Lord 
graciously remember his mourning family 
and bless this calling to all of our hearts.
   — The Picture Butte NRC Consistory

In Memoriam
Mr. Christiaan Heikoop

On December 2, 2018, it pleased the Lord 
to take out of the midst of his family,  
Mr. Christiaan Heikoop, at the great age 
of ninety-eight years. Mr. Heikoop did 
much work in God’s house for the 
congregation of Calgary for nearly a 
half-century. We commend the widow, 
children, grandchildren, and great-grand- 
children to the God whom he served and 
pray that this calling may be sanctified  
to their hearts and ours.
   — The Fort Macleod NRC Consistory
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xyz Education
CALVIN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 
COALHURST, ALBERTA, is in urgent need  
of a grade 3 homeroom teacher, beginning 
January 2019. Applications are also requested 
for the following positions for the 2018-19 
school year:
  • Elementary teachers
  •  High school teachers (especially in English 

language arts, mathematics, and history, 
though other specialties are also invited)

  •  Shop teachers (construction, cabinetry, 
welding, mechanics)

 We would be grateful to welcome applica-
tions from competent, versatile, and dedicated 
teachers of any grade/age level who also have 
a love for the truth which is according to 
 godliness and who are members of the NRC 
or a closely related denomination. All appli-
cants must be eligible for Alberta certification. 
Should the Lord incline your heart to apply, 
please submit a cover letter with your résumé 
or CV to office@ccschool.ca. For more infor-
mation about the vacancies, available immi-
gration supports, or the application process, 
please contact the principal, Marc Slingerland, 
at 403-381-3030 or marc.slingerland@
ccschool.ca.
EBENEZER CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 
SHEBOYGAN, WISCONSIN, would like to 
receive applications for a full-time, multi-
grade, elementary teaching position for the 
2019-2020 school year. We are a very small 
school with limited enrollment. The ability to 
instruct and interact with children across a 
range of ages throughout the school day and 
to work independently without daily oversight 
(the schoolboard acts as principal), as well as 
good organizational and interpersonal skills, 
will help the successful applicant experience 
the special task of teaching in our small school. 
Interested applicants are asked to contact 
Andy VanStelle at 920-452-1967 or  
920-946-1711 or amvanstelle@excel.net.
MOUNT CHEAM CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 
CHILLIWACK, BRITISH COLUMBIA— 
We ask that those who are interested in teach-
ing consider MCCS. Applicants must hold or 
be eligible for BC certification and subscribe 
to the faith identity of the MCCS Society and 

the Reformed Congregations in North 
America, which is based on the KJV and the 
Three Forms of Unity. Wages vary depending 
upon experience and post-secondary educa-
tion. Inquiries should be addressed to the 
principal, Mr. Jan Neels, at jneels@mccs.ca. 
Please send your application, along with 
 supporting documentation, to the principal, 
Mr. Jan Neels, at jneels@mccs.ca, and to  
the board secretary, Mr. Eric Van Maren,  
at ericv@vanmarengroup.com or mail it to 
48988 Yale Road East, Chilliwack, BC V4Z 0B2.
NETHERLANDS REFORMED CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL, CORSICA, SOUTH DAKOTA,  
is seeking applicants to fill a full-time teaching 
position for grades 3-5 starting in August 2019. 
The applicant should be highly self-motivated, 
versatile, and a member of the NRC who  
loves the old truths and paths. For more  
information on this position please contact 
the school board president, Mr. Ken Van Brenk,  
at 605-732-4296. Applications should be  
sent to 26684 390th Avenue, Stickney,  
South Dakota 57375.
NETHERLANDS REFORMED CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL, ROCK VALLEY/SIOUX CENTER, 
IOWA, is a Pre-K through 12th grade school 
(435 students) serving NRC students from 
Rock Valley, Sioux Center, and Sioux Falls.  
We are seeking applicants for a music teacher 
to begin at any time. The focus of the position 
would be instrumental (5-12 band/orchestra) 
along with other opportunities in K-12 music. 
In addition, we encourage applicants for elemen- 
tary teaching positions. Please contact the 
principal, Mr. Daniel Breuer, at 712-476-2821 
or dbreuer@nrcsia.org for further information.
PROVIDENCE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 
KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN, welcomes 
inquiries from teachers interested in teaching 
in our K-9 school. Please contact our principal, 
Tom Kwekel, at tom.kwekel@gmail.com.
REHOBOTH CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 
NORWICH, ONTARIO, is a kindergarten 
through grade 12 school located in small-town 
Norwich, Ontario. We have an enrollment  
of almost nine hundred students. We offer 
academic, vocational, and special education 
programs to meet the diverse needs of a large, 
supporting Reformed community. As contin-

ued growth is expected, we anticipate a range 
of unique teaching and employment oppor-
tunities well into the future. We are currently 
accepting applications to fill teacher and  
paraeducator openings at various levels for  
the 2019-2020 school year. We welcome those 
interested in joining our committed and 
 supportive team to contact Mr. John Heikoop, 
the director of school operations, to discuss 
employment opportunities or to submit a 
cover letter and resume. He can be reached  
by phone at 519-863-2403, ext. 223, or by 
email at director@rcsnorwich.com.
TIMOTHY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 
CHILLIWACK BRITISH COLUMBIA, has 
the following ongoing need—secondary/ 
middle school teachers who are excited about 
teaching and have a particular love for the 
hearts of young people. If you are such a 
teacher, please apply to join our team. Appli-
cants need to be certifiable to teach in British 
Columbia. For certification requirements  
and more information regarding the above 
positions and/or an application form please  
do not hesitate to contact either the principal, 
Mr. Doug Stam, at 604-794-7114 or dstam@
timothychristian.ca or the school board 
 president, Mr. Wim Neels, at 604-858-8834  
or wimneels@timothychristian.ca.

To All Candidates  
for Teacher Positions

Please visit advertising.nrcea.education 
for an up-to-date listing of job openings  
in NRCEA schools as well as links to the 
school websites for more information  
about the positions and the schools. When 
accessing the job bank on the NRCEA 
SharePoint, please use the following:
User Name:
 advertising@nrcea.education
Password:
 Schooljobs!

xyz The Banner of Truth in Audio Format
Monthly copies of the articles which appear in The Banner of Truth are available on MP3s 
and CDs for those who have reading difficulties such as poor vision. These MP3 files are 
produced by a committee in Norwich, Ontario, with the support of the Norwich consistory, 
and they make the MP3 files available to the consistories of the end user. The consis tories 
then distribute the MP3s and CDs which are provided at no cost to the end user.
 To arrange for a free subscription, contact Mrs. Leona den Dekker at 519-403-5178  
or ldendekker@rcsnorwich.com.

Anniversary and other announcements 
will be placed upon request. A donation 
for their  placement would be appreciated. 
For consistency, size is limited. Please send 
your request to the managing  editor, Dr. E.  
Nieuwenhuis, whose address is shown 
inside the front cover. Requests for place-
ment should be made by the first of the 
month prior to the month of  publication.



From THE BANNER OF TRUTH
Publication Number (USPS 041-540)
11 Split Rock Road
Boonton Township, NJ 07005

PERIODICAL
Postage paid at
Mahwah, NJ

The Official Periodical of the Netherlands Reformed Congregations of the United States and Canada

February 2019
Volume 85, No. 2

The Official Periodical  
of the Netherlands Reformed  
Congregations of the  
United States and Canada

February 2019
Volume 85, No. 2

Christ Crucified
When on the cross my Lord I see
Bleeding to death for wretched me,
Satan and sin no more can move,
For I am all transform’d to love.

His thorns and nails pierce through my heart;
In ev’ry groan I bear a part;
I view His wounds with streaming eyes;
But see! He bows His head and dies!

Come, sinners, view the Lamb of God,
Wounded and dead, and bath’d in blood!
Behold His side, and venture near;
The well of endless life is here.

Here I forget my cares and pains;
I drink, yet still my thirst remains;
Only the fountain head above
Can satisfy the thirst of love.

Oh, that I thus could always feel!
Lord, more and more Thy love reveal!
Then my glad tongue shall loud proclaim
The grace and glory of Thy name.

Thy name dispels my guilt and fear,
Revives my heart, and charms my ear,
Affords a balm for ev’ry wound,
And Satan trembles at the sound.
            — John Newton

In this issue...
Passion Meditation
The Suffering Saviour
Dealing with Online Temptations  
and Thoughts on Accountability

For our young readers...
Guert Van Ledden
Caves

“He giveth snow like wool: He scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes. He casteth forth His ice like morsels:  
who can stand before His cold?.” PSALM 147:16&17


