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O may the power which melts the rock
Be felt by all assembled here!
Or else our service will but mock
The God who we profess to fear.

Lord, while Thy judgments shake the land,
Thy people’s eyes are fixed on Thee!
We own Thy just, uplifted hand
Which thousands cannot, will not see.

How long hast Thou bestowed Thy care
On this indulged, ungrateful spot;
While other nations, far and near, 
Have envied and admired our lot.

Here peace and liberty have dwelt,
The glorious gospel brightly shone;
And oft our enemies have felt
That God had made our cause His own.

But ah! both heaven and earth have heard
Our vile requital of His love!
We, whom like children He has reared,
Against His goodness rebels prove.

His grace despised, His power defied,
And legions of the blackest crimes,
Profaneness, riot, lust, and pride,
Are signs that mark the present times.

The Lord, displeased, has raised His rod;
Ah, where are now the faithful few
Who tremble for the Ark of God,
And know what Israel ought to do?

Lord, hear Thy people everywhere,
Who meet to mourn, confess, and pray;
The nation and Thy churches spare,
And let Thy wrath be turned away.
            — John Newton

“…and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field.” ISAIAH 40:6c
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Meditation
Psalm 11:1
Rev. H. Hofman, Kalamazoo, MI

“In the LORD put I my trust: how say ye to my soul,  
Flee as a bird to your mountain?”

It is remarkable how often David refers to a bird when  
  relating circumstances and trials he had experienced.  
In the Bible we find many comparisons from elements of 
nature with the realm of grace. In Psalm 11 the comparison 
to a bird comes to the foreground. In Psalm 103:5 David 
speaks of his youth being renewed like the eagle. In Psalm 
102:6 the same author compares himself with a pelican of 
the wilderness and an owl of the desert. In the same psalm, 
only in the next verse, he watches, but as a sparrow alone 
upon the housetop. When Saul hunted him, he compared 
himself to a partridge on the mountains. To mention  
more, in Psalm 55:6 David wishes that he had wings like  
a dove. Not only did David compare himself to a bird, 
others did it for him as well. Psalm 11 is an example of this. 
His counselors tell him to flee as a 
bird to the mountain.
 Whether those counselors were  
his friends or his enemies was diffi-
cult to determine at the time. It is  
not always easy to discern the 
Ahithophels from Hushais. Enemies 
can speak as friends, and friends  
can speak as enemies. At times, the 
Church of God struggles to know 
what is of the Lord and what is of  
self or the devil. Trials of various sorts must bring out what 
every man’s work is. It shall be made manifest, for the day 
shall declare it. The fire shall try every man’s work of what 
sort it is, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or stubble 
(1 Corinthians 3:11-13).
 The advice to flee as a bird to his mountain ran deep  
in David because it reached his soul (verse 1). Flee, flee, 
defenseless bird, your safety lies in your flight…Be gone as 
a bird because the wicked bend their bow and make ready 
their arrow upon the string (verse 2). By saying so, the 
enemy hoped that the snare of the fowler would catch one 
who is weak. Ah, so it was with David many times. At times, 
he was too weak to even answer those who contended  
with him. Is this not often the complaint of the Church  
of God in the trials of faith and when the Evil One attacks? 
Plead my cause, O LORD, with them that strive with me, 
fight against them that fight against me, he begs in Psalm 35. 
When David finds himself in such a lonely, forsaken, and 
miserable condition, he thinks of himself as an owl and  
a pelican, which dwell in solitude, having no company. 

When persecuted by the hand of Saul, the image of a 
sparrow and a partridge as his companions appears before 
him, but when the man after God’s own heart was strength- 
ened by the Lord his course to run, David soared like an 
eagle upon heights previously unknown.
 This month we may, as churches, commemorate the 
mighty deeds of the Lord in the Reformation. Men, like 
sparrows on the housetop, in themselves soared like eagles 
upon heights of strength and God-given wisdom. Is it not 
striking that the Reformation started nearly simultaneously 
in several countries, like Germany and Switzerland but 
occurred by instruments many miles apart who had no 
intention to shake up or set up what eventually took place? 
It was the Lord’s doing. Were these men eagles of height 
and strength in themselves? Far from it. The extraordinary 
courage of an obscure, heretofore unknown monk, Martin 
Luther, came as it were from a bird of the mountain. The 

Lord used the mighty men of the 
Reformation in different countries, 
different capacities, and for different 
purposes. This is a beautiful sight  
to behold and commemorate. It still 
happens today. It is Paul that planteth, 
Apollos that watereth, but God that 
giveth the increase.
 Reader, coming back to the num- 
ber of birds David uses to describe 
himself, the question could be asked, 

How it is possible that birds of so different a feather fly 
together in formation so as to all meet in the spiritual life  
of one and the same person?” Ask the tried Church of 
Christ here below if they can find their cause and case in 
the Scriptures. Ask them, also, if they recognize in their 
own heart and life the number of birds David mentions. 
Then you will see the formation as a divine mosaic or 
embroidery sometimes viewed from the back, sometimes 
from the front.
 Fear and dread are bad counselors, and David often had 
to contend with such counselors, but it is true what the 
Dutch Reformed Rev. I. Kieviet once wrote: “Those who 
need not fear anything, often fear everything—and  
those who ought to fear often, fear nothing at all….”  
The counselor(s) who counseled David were discovered 
and dis approved by the Lord Himself at God’s time. That is 
a great encouragement amidst the battle shouts of today’s 
challenges which we face. For is the Church of God here 
upon earth after the Reformation of the 16th century now 
permanently safe from error and deceit? Would we dare  

This month we may, as churches, 
 commemorate the mighty deeds  
of the Lord in the Reformation.  

Men, like sparrows on the housetop,  
in themselves soared like eagles  

upon heights of strength and  
God-given wisdom.
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Daniel 4:34-37

The prophet Daniel gave humble advice. He urged  
  Nebuchadnezzar to break off the course of sin that he 
was in, to repent, and to reform his life—“break off thy sins 
by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy  
to the poor.” The Lord was patient and longsuffering with 
the king. He further gave him twelve months. The Lord is 
also patient with us, with our nation and churches. Although 
His judgments are upon the earth, He has not yet dealt 
with us according to our iniquities. There is yet a way of 
escape. May we seek the Lord while He may be found and 
also call upon Him while He is near. In the midst of the 
turmoil in the world, God’s Church may, when faith is in 
exercise, find rest in the sure knowledge that God reigns 
over the affairs of the world. That also includes the current 
circumstances. Our lives are in His hands.

God’s Word is true
 Indeed, the king received a loving warning. However, in 
his pride he spoke and said, “Is not this great Babylon, that  
I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of 
my power, and for the honor of my majesty?” He boasted  
of what he had done and was proud of his power and the 
honor that he received from man. By doing this, he dis-
honored God. He robbed Him of His honor and power. 
Here is a picture of what lives in all our hearts. By nature, 
we bow for the same big idol, and although there are differ- 
ences in characters, and the one may show it more openly 
than the other, we are not different from Nebuchadnezzar. 
We were created to honor and glorify our Maker. That was 
our delight, but in Adam our father, we all have become 

thieves who ascribe to ourselves what belongs to God. Has 
this already become your sorrow? Is it a grief of your heart 
that in all that you do, you are so often seeking yourself and 
your own honor? However, the Lord is a jealous God for 
His honor. We see that also in the life of Nebuchadnezzar.
 A voice from heaven fell on him, saying, “O king Nebu-
chadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed 
from thee.” We read in verse 33a, “The same hour was the 
thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar.” God’s word is true  
in its threatenings as well as in its promises. Therefore,  
the warning comes to us to bow, to surrender to the Lord, 
and to lay down our weapons before Him.
 We read in 1 Peter 5:5b, “And be clothed with humility: 
for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.” 
Then there is also the promise in verse 6, “Humble your-
selves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that He 
may exalt you in due time.” We read in Malachi 1:6a, “A son 
honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be  
a Father, where is mine honour? and if I be a Master, where 
is my fear? saith the Lord of Hosts unto you, O priests, that 
despise My name.” In God’s goodness, Nebuchadnezzar is 
restored to the throne. Then we read that he “blessed the 
Most High” and “praised and honoured Him that liveth for 
ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His 
kingdom is from generation to generation.”

A remarkable confession
 The king confessed the majesty and supremacy of God 
(verse 34b). He acknowledged what we read in Psalm 72:8, 
“He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from  
the river unto the ends of the earth.” We would wish that  

The Life of Daniel (8)
Rev. C. Vogelaar, Clifton, NJ

Bible Study

say that today there is no need for a Reformation again? 
Even if we may have the pure and sound doctrine proclaimed, 
is that enough? Ah, let us search and try our ways! When 
that happens, the necessity for real counsel comes to the 
foreground, indispensably needed from the Man whose 
name is Counselor, the Mighty God. He is the Head and 
Surety of His Church even now and for those who stand in 
need of Him, He is a very present help in trouble. There-
fore, will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and 
though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea.
 Such a God and Counselor is mighty to save to the utter- 
most. Sinners are by Him instructed in the ways untrod  

before. Come, my friend, submit to His gracious counsel. 
He is willing and able to teach all what is necessary to  
know will it be well for eternity.
 David begins Psalm 11 with: In the Lord put I my trust. 
Poor and wearied warrior in the strife, then you are not 
alone. The enemy scornfully and in a jeering way laughed 
and mocked Christ when he said: He trusted on the LORD 
that He would deliver Him; let Him deliver Him, seeing He 
delighted in Him (Psalm 22:8). Well, though foundations  
are shaken, the LORD is in His holy temple, His throne is in 
heaven, He reigns and let the people tremble (Psalm 99:1). 
                        p
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in the world and in the country in which we live, such an 
acknowledgement may be heard from those who are in 
positions of authority. Not only that, but that we may all 
have a deep impression of God’s majesty and greatness.  
We would not live as carelessly as many of our people do. 
We would realize what we read, “Who would not fear Thee, 
O King of nations? for to Thee doth it appertain.” It is a 
great blessing if we may be taken from the throne and God 
may rule in our life, and that we may acknowledge this.
 The king also confessed the insignificance of man  
(verse 35a), “And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed 
as nothing.” Yes, how insignificant man is. Proud man also 
today, glorying in the power of science and technology, is 
in God’s eyes as nothing. A virus comes and the whole 
world trembles; economy and social life are paralyzed while 
man tries to get control over this, but no, the control lies  
in the hand of God. Blessed are they in whose life this 
becomes an experiential reality. We read in Psalm 72:9a, 
“They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before Him.” 
Also Nebuchadnezzar seems to do this.
 The king also confessed the sovereignty of God  
(verse 35b), “And He doeth according to His will in the 
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: 
and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, what doest 
Thou?” God’s counsel will stand, and He will do all His 
pleasure. He is sovereign in His rule, and He exalts the one 
and humbles the other. This sovereignty of God is often 
denied in much teaching that looks like man is the one who 
decides whether he will be saved or not. Surely, man is 
responsible for what he does with the earnest callings and 
warnings, such as had also come to Nebuchadnezzar. 
However, it is so necessary that we may acknowledge that 
the Lord is God, that we become clay in His divine hands, 
that He may do with us whatsoever He wills. That is some- 
thing that the almost Christian will never come to, but it  
is a place where the Lord will bring a poor and humbled 
sinner. Then we read in Micah 7:9a, “I will bear the indig-
nation of the LORD, because I have sinned against Him.”  
Do we know this place, when God can do no wrong to  
us anymore and where we agree with His sovereign will? 
This is a precious place, but it is so necessary to be brought 
here by the Almighty, conquering power of the Holy  
Spirit’s work.

Glorifying God
 When the king was restored to the former glory of his 
kingdom, then his counselors and lords sought him. We read 

in verse 36b, “And I was established in my kingdom, and 
excellent majesty was added unto me.” His counselors seek 
him again for advice and consultation, and then there is a 
solemn conclusion of the proclamation that the king made 
(verse 37a), “Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and 
honour the King of heaven.” When we compare this with 
former statements, such as in chapter 2:47b in which he 
said, “Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and  
a Lord of kings and a revealer of secrets,” then we see a 
clear progress in his knowledge of God. In chapter 3:28b 
Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego,” but in chapter 4:37, he speaks  
of the King of heaven and he wants to praise and extol and 
honor Him. “This King, who is sovereign, but also omni-
potent, all His works are truth and His ways judgment.”  
His doings are right and just, and then follows a warning 
conclusion, “And those that walk in pride He is able to abase.”
 This, Nebuchadnezzar himself has experienced. Great 
was the favor that the king’s health was restored, but also 
the former honor and renown has returned. The kingdom 
as such experienced an increase of glory, but the king was 
very careful not to ascribe all these new honors to himself. 
No, the opposite. He may publicly acknowledge God’s great- 
ness and power and praise His goodness. God will receive 
the honor. He will take care of that Himself. He will be 
glorified in His righteous judgments upon those who will 
perish, but also in His mercy and love to those who fear 
Him. Did we already bow before His heavenly majesty? 
Then we justified God in His judgments and agreed  
with His ways.
 What a wonder that there are people who will show 
forth God’s praises. That is only because of Christ who 
humbled Himself, made Himself of no reputation, and 
became like unto us but without sin. Oh, how deeply He 
humbled Himself, even to the death on the cross, carrying 
away the curse for those who were enemies. They will  
learn to know with Asaph, “I was as a beast before Thee.” 
For then there is again a place in the heavenly palace where 
God’s Church will forever praise and honor the King of 
heaven. They will wholeheartedly say, “All thy works were 
truth and Thy ways judgment. There was no difference from 
my side, but it is only by Thy sovereign grace and eternal 
love that a wretch like me, taken from the mire of sin, will 
be exalted to be with Him.” There they will receive their 
heart’s desire and give all the glory and honor to Him. p

(To be continued)

It is true that God does not address you in His Word by name, but the Word 
is to each one in particular. “Unto you, O men, I call; and My voice is to the 
sons of man” (Proverbs 8:4) What Jesus declares unto you is spoken to you 
in particular as though your name and surname stood printed in the Bible.

—Alexander Comrie
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“For the harvest of the earth is ripe” (Revelation 14:15b).

In this chapter, John speaks of a harvest. He really speaks  
  about two harvests: the first, the harvest of the corn of 
the field of the earth, and the second, the harvest of the 
vine of the earth.
 In reading this, we must consider the difference as follows: 
the corn that will be gathered when the heavenly harvest 
time has arrived is the Church of God. They are the people 
who will be gathered by the Lord Himself and brought into 
the eternal dwelling. The other harvest, the harvest of the 
vine of the earth, is the harvest of the ungodly who will be 
brought to the place of eternal wrath. The harvest of the 
earth will be gathered by Christ, and the harvest of the  
vine of the earth will be gathered by His angel.
 For each of us one or the other of these two is true.  
We either belong to that harvest which Christ will gather  
or to that harvest which will be gathered by the angel who 
has power over fire. There is no way between the two.  
To which one do I belong? It is a question which must 
concern both me and you.
 When both you and me, according to the Word of God, 
have to examine ourselves, then we must also have a 
measuring stick. There are many who think they belong  
to that harvest which will be gathered by Christ but for 
whom it will be an eternal disappointment when He will 
thrust His sickle into the harvest of the earth when it is 
ripe. They thought they belonged to Him, but they erred. 
They had wrong conceptions of it. They did not have that 
true, biblical foundation on which to build, and God’s  
Word tells us earnestly and truthfully what is necessary.
 In God’s Word we have examples of persons who thought 
that they belonged to the kingdom of God. Remember the 
man who came to Jesus by night. He was a teacher in Israel, 
a very famous expositor of the law, a very famous Jew, one 
of the leaders of the Jewish nation. Christ said unto him, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
 He cannot see that kingdom. How necessary it is to stress 
that truth, “except a man be born again.” The new birth is 
the work of the Spirit of God. The new birth and the work 
which is connected to it have their true characteristics; it 
can be known. It is not a questionable work as to its basics 
and characteristics.
 Where can it be found? There was a man in the temple 
who said, “God be merciful to me a sinner.” There was a 
woman who came to the feet of the Lord Jesus, saying, 
“Truth, Lord: I am a dog, an unworthy one, not worthy  

of the blessings which Thou hast granted to Thy people, 
because I do not belong to that people. Yet the dogs eat of 
the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table” (Matthew 
15:27). There was another man who said, “Lord, I am not 
worthy that Thou shouldest enter under my roof, and  
I did not consider myself worthy to come unto Thee.  
Only speak one word, the word of grace”(Luke 7:6&7).
 Everyone in whose heart that grace is revealed knows  
of a time when he really lost all his self-righteousness in his 
prayers, in his works, in his religion, and in his doings. He 
knew he was a lost sinner before God. Then he sought his 
place before Him, giving up all pretenses to save himself  
by his own power and accepting the righteousness of His 
just punishment, saying, “Lord, I deserve all the wrath of 
which Thou hast spoken in Thy Word.”
 Those who will be delivered by God’s grace have known 
of a time in their life when they acknowledged the right-
eousness of God if He would punish them forever. Have you 
ever experienced such a time?
 Lost sinners in our midst, do you remember when 
matters really became impossible for you, when you fully 
believed that nothing more could or would happen? Do you 
remember when you really became the chief of sinners 
before God? Then God opened the door, allowing you to 
see the preciousness of the Saviour who took upon Himself 
our unworthiness, who assumed our flesh and blood to 
come into the world to accept the righteousness of the 
punishment which we deserved.
 How you then marveled about such inexpressible love 
and such exceedingly great and wonderful mercy revealed 
to sinners. Did you ever see that preciousness in Him, and 
did your soul become most desirous of being found in Him? 
Then you can no longer forget Him. In the bottom of your 
heart there are times when there is the desire to be found 
in Him, in spite of darkness and times of going astray.
 At times there are places where you say, “O Lord, the 
desire of my soul is to be found in Thee. The world cannot 
satisfy, and I have given a bill of divorcement to the world 
and all that it offers. Oh, could I be found in Christ because 
my soul’s salvation and my eternal deliverance can only be 
found in Him. Oh God, may I be engrafted in Thee?”
 This is the inclination of the soul of those people. It is 
often of the greatest value to them. Then they have some-
thing of heaven in their heart, and they know what they 
shall do in heaven forever. They will bow before His holy 
name and give Him honor eternally. When this heavenly 
peace is abiding in their soul, and this heavenly rejoicing is 
granted unto them, then they have something of heaven 

God’s Harvest Time
Rev. A. Vergunst (1926-1981)

From Our Inheritance



OCTOBER 2020 THE BANNER OF TRUTH 223

upon earth in their soul. They have God in their heart, and 
when they have God in their heart, they have all. They do 
not just have something, but they have everything.
 These people, however, nevertheless have a heritage 
while they live here on earth; “In the world ye shall have 
tribulation.” Although there are times and moments of 
peace, there is, nevertheless, much tribulation. They  
cannot rely and hope upon anything of their own hands  
in respect to all the sorrows, distresses, and trials which 
they must experience. The spiritual life in their souls is 
dependent upon the work of the Spirit.
 Oh, people who are in darkness, with conflicts and all 
kinds of sorrows, be encouraged that the harvest is ripening. 
In general, God is gathering His people. Although the 
world and the church might look very dark, the harvest is 
ripening. Those who will inherit this life, their time shall 
come. There are still a few who must be brought to Zion, 
and God is ripening His people in all their sorrows and 
darkness. Soon this harvest will be ripe, and then He who 
redeemed you and who delivered you will come. In His 
eyes you are always precious because He has loved you 
with an everlasting love, and He will deliver you forever.  
He will gather you with all of His beloved ones, and He  
will bring them all to His heavenly garner.
 The harvest of the earth is almost ripe. Almost. Therefore, 
unconverted ones, there is still place in Zion, there are still 

a few places. There are still a few who must be brought to 
the happiness of God’s people. Make haste, therefore, and 
seek for God and call upon His name. His harvest is nearly 
ripe. Almost all have already been brought into His Zion.
 The world is also almost ripe, the ripening of the harvest 
of the vine of the earth, and the grapes of the clusters of the 
vine. They soon will be fully ripe. Behold you are ripening. 
Unconverted sinner, if you continue to harden your heart 
in the midst of the congregation, while listening to the 
unfeigned offer of God’s grace, hardening your heart against 
His Word, then you, as the cluster of the vine, will become 
fully ripe. Then the angel who has power over fire will 
receive this commandment, “Thrust in your sickle in the 
vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe. Cast them  
in the winepress of God’s wrath which will be trodden 
without the city.”
 For the sake of your soul’s welfare, hear this admonition;
 While He proffers peace and pardon
 Let us hear His voice today,
 Lest if we our hearts should harden,
 We should perish in the way;
 Lest to us so unbelieving
 He in judgment shall declare:
 Ye, so long My Spirit grieving,
 Never in My rest can share.
              —Psalter 255:4 p

Doctrinal Studies
Separating Preaching (4)
Rev. A. Moerkerken, Capelle a/d Ijssel, the Netherlands

The influence of the Nearer Reformation

Where do you, nowadays, still find the separating  
   preaching, wherein distinction is made between the 
unconverted and God’s children and wherein all hearers 
are addressed according to their needs and wants? It must 
be answered that in many countries in the world it is no 
longer found. Wherever the preaching can still be called 
objectively-orthodox (and happily enough that is still the 
case in different places), it misses, alas, precisely this 
separating and subjective element, which imprints such  
an impression on the heart and which precisely grants unto 
God’s children the instruction which is so indispensable.
 In our fatherland [Rev. Moerkerken means the Nether-
lands, of course; tr.] separating preaching may still be found 
until this very day, and happily enough in a broader circle 
than that of our Gereformeerde Gemeenten [Netherlands 
Reformed Congregations] only. Where is it still found? 

Rather than mentioning the names of some church denom-
inations or parts of church denominations, we want to 
point out that separating preaching flourishes and is found 
where the influence of the Nearer Reformation [Nadere 
Reformatie) is still detected. Hopefully the reader may 
know what is understood with this movement. Sometimes 
people also speak of Pietism or Puritanism, but in order  
to prevent all confusion, we would rather speak about  
the Nearer Reformation, a term which was used first by 
Jacobus Koelman. We understand with this that movement 
in the church of the Netherlands in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth century, which strove diligently for this, namely, 
that that which had been discovered in God’s Word in the 
Reformation, now also might work effectually both in the 
life of the individual and in the life of the entire nation. 
Thus, it is not the case that they thought the Reformers had 
fallen short, but they desired that those things which they 
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had learned now also would be experienced personally  
and be practised by the people. It was a protest against the 
dead orthodoxy, which was of the opinion that a purified 
doctrine was enough; it was also a protest against the 
worldly life of the nation in which the holy leaven of the 
Reformation could still be so very little detected. They 
pointed to the necessity of the praxis pietatis, the practice 
of godliness.
 The spokesmen of this Nearer Reformation are known 
among us as the “old writers.” Who does not know the 
names of Willem Teellinck, Jacobus Koelman, Gisbertus 
Voetius, Bernardus Smytegelt, Jodocus van Lodenstein, 
Abraham Hellenbroek, Wilhelmus à Brakel, Alexander 
Comrie, Theodorus van der Groe, and so many others?  
The preaching of these old writers has been known in our 
congregations for a long time. In many vacant congrega-
tions never any but their sermons were read during the 
reading services, but people also personally read the old 
writers. Sometimes they were literally read to pieces. The 
Keurstoffen [Choice Sermons] of Smytegelt and Hellen-
broek, the ABC and the Eigenschappen [Marks] of Comrie, 
the Toetssteen [Touchstone] of van der Groe and many 
other works were read from cover to cover, often by young 
people as well. In this manner many became acquainted 
with the preaching of the Nearer Reformation; people came 
to love it. The sermons heard on Sundays during the reading 
services were not strange food. It was granted that the 
preaching which was heard from the mouth of God’s 
servants was understood by many: the people heard the 
same sounds from the pulpit as they read in the old writers.
 Now, I would not like to argue that the writings from  
the time of the Nearer Reformation are no longer read 
anymore in our time. In any case, there appears a steadily 
flowing stream of reprints on the market. Still, it is to be 
feared that the old writers are becoming unknown in an 
increasing measure among young and old. People gladly 
look for easy reading material, find the old writers some-
what tiresome, and have no time or desire anymore to  
take some time to dig deeply into their works. The shiny, 
beautiful bindings of the old writers in many bookcases 
often give the impression that they are handled but by a 
few. All this is lamentable and has far reaching, serious 
consequences for the life of the congregation. A consistory, 
for instance, who finds it necessary to read from time to 
time also a sermon from the time of the Nearer Reformation, 
frequently meets increasing pressure from the congrega-
tion not to read those “difficult” sermons anymore. People 
do not understand them.
 Even worse: also, the preaching of our ministers, which 
is rooted in that of the Nearer Reformation, some people 
begin to consider “strange, not understandable, old fash-
ioned.” People want something different. It must be feared 
that this “difference” does not only pertain to the usage  
of present-day vocabulary but touches precisely upon the 
foundational matters which were the heart of the separating 
preaching of the Nearer Reformation. We would, therefore, 

urge our readers, and also especially our young people, not 
to neglect the treasures which can be dug up in the works 
of the men of the Nearer Reformation. There are many 
interesting works about the Nearer Reformation. We are 
thinking of (read critically!) the works of Prof. Dr. M.J.A.  
de Vrijer: Uren met Lodenstein [Hours with Lodenstein], 
Ds. Bernardus Smytegelt en zijn Gekrookte Riet [Rev. 
Bernardus Smytegelt and his Bruised Reed], and Schorting-
huisen Zijn analogieen [Schortinghuis and his analogies]. 
Interesting are also the books of Dr. W.J.M. Engelberts 
about Willem Teellinck, of Dr. A.F. Krull about Jacobus 
Koelman, of Dr. A.G. Honig about Alexander Comrie and 
that of our own Rev. A. Vergunst [Sr.] about Godefridus 
Cornelisz, and Udemans’ en zijn ‘tGeestelijckRoer van ‘t 
Coopmans Schip [Godefridus Cornelisz. Udemans and his 
The Spiritual Rudder of the Merchant Ship]. The young 
people who are able to read German and can read with 
discernment could orient themselves still more broadly in 
the works of W. Goeters: Die Vorbereiting des Pietismus 
[The Preparation of Pietism] and H. Heppe: Geschichte  
des Pietismus and der Mystik [History of Pietism and 
Mysticism]. However, above all, it is necessary to read the 
works of the old writers themselves. For countless numbers 
of God’s children, they already have been used to edification 
and instruction, but the Lord also has been pleased to use 
them to true conversion of sinners. I think that the knowl-
edge of the old writers is such an important issue that the 
identity of our congregations in the future is connected to it.
 It will be unnecessary to say that knowledge of the letter 
is insufficient and that it comes down to sanctified, personal, 
and experimental knowledge. After all, one can read this 
abundantly in the old writers themselves. Why did we now 
consider the movement of the Nearer Reformation some-
what more in detail? Because precisely the preaching of  
the men of the Nearer Reformation teaches what separating 
preaching is! Whoever learns to read the sermons of our 
Dutch old writers, but also those of the English Puritans 
and of the old Scots, will immediately be struck by their 
serious and precise separating. Then we mean with separating 
what we have already described several times: not only 
pointing to the great line of division which runs through 
the congregation but also entering into the standings in the 
spiritual life of God’s children and pointing out the differ-
ent forms wherein being unconverted can manifest itself.
 It would be interesting to trace sometime how our old 
writers have separated in the course of history. An attempt 
to do this has been undertaken by a minister from the 
Christelijk Gereformeerde Kerken [Free Reformed Churches], 
Dr. T. Brienen, who gained his doctor’s degree in 1974 at 
the Johannes Calvijn Academie at Kampen with a theological 
dissertation entitled: De prediking van de Nadere Refor-
matie [The preaching of the Nearer Reformation]. We still 
hope to come back to this work. Now we only want to say 
that we have respect for the historical inquiry performed 
by Dr. Brienen, but are very disappointed with the conclu-
sions which he reaches with respect to separating preaching. 
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For separating preaching, he uses the somewhat odd name 
“classification method.” Are we mistaken if we already hear 
in the name a negative evaluation? Why not stay with the 
term “distinguishing preaching” also used by Hoekstra?  

We also hope to consider further the manner in which  
Dr. Brienen mentions the Gereformeerde Gemeenten 
[Netherlands Reformed Congregations] in his dissertation. p

(To be continued)

Questions from Our Readers
Rev. H. Hofman, Kalamazoo, MI

Questions & Answers

There are still many good questions waiting for an answer. 
However, at this time—by means of an exception—I will  
try to answer a question I myself have had for some time.  
I believe it is a timely question because it deals with our 
response, conduct, or answer to the immense challenges we 
face as congregations and individual members because of 
COVID-19. The longer the pandemic stretches out, the more 
office bearers and church members struggle with increasing 
confusion, uncertainty, and changes. Sometimes there is  
fear that many good things we previously may have taken 
for granted, are slowly disappearing or have already disap-
peared. Ordinary church life such as Classis and Synodical 
Committee meetings as well as ordinary congregational 
activities all seem to be affected negatively and in a prolonged 
way. Strong opinions prevail, one way or another. As one 
stated to me some time ago: “COVID-19 is dehumanizing 
people.” At first, we may have thought about more or less 
positive elements, but can we still maintain this after six 
months? What is a biblical response to what may be 
 permanent changes? What must our focus be in such  
a time as this?

In this answer, I would like to focus on spiritual conduct  
  rather than all kinds of practical suggestions in dealing 
with a challenge of world-wide proportions and which also 
directly affects the church. The latter is left up to the local 
consistory and often is also subservient to local or state 
ordinances and restrictions. The spiritual conduct we  
will not hear from our leaders so quickly, but sometimes 
unexpected direction is found in an expression that fits  
the criteria for a Banner article…Last week I was reading 
an article in our sister denomination’s periodical De Saam-
binder and read something that made me think. At the  
end of a series on the life and writings of the well-known 
Pleun Kleijn, a quote of one of his letters was mentioned.  
I will translate what it said:
 “And now, my letter has become rather lengthy. Where 
shall we end? May we learn to pray with (Rev.) Ledeboer: 
teach us once to forget that we are converted. That everyone 

in his ways might receive a saving knowledge of our guilt, 
in order to rightly learn our relation between the Lord  
and our souls, so as to know and bewail our own sins.  
Then we will come to love a God who chastises, but are 
brought to Him in order to be by Him cleansed, recon- 
ciled, and sanctified.”
 What is it that is so striking in this paragraph? It was 
especially the first line: “teach us once to forget that we are 
converted.” What kind of a statement is this? At first glance, 
I can almost see the sense of disbelief on many faces. Isn’t 
being converted the greatest blessing a person can receive? 
Why would someone ever want to forget such a blessing? 
And would you then want and even pray to forget such a 
benefit? Dear friends, there is often more behind expressions 
like these. They need an explanation. Of course, the purpose 
is not to deny what the Lord has done. That would be sinful 
unbelief. Still, I believe there is such pastoral wisdom in a 
statement like this. I think Rev. Ledeboer touches here upon 
a core-matter, first of all for God’s people. Is it not true, 
people of God, that in much approaching unto the throne 
of God there is so often a lack of the right frame and spirit? 
Dear reader, what would happen if the Church of God 
would once forget to be converted? Ah, heaven would be 
taken by storm, wouldn’t it? Would those who were taught 
by God to pray, forgetting to be converted, not cry out so 
much the more instead of being lax, lazy, and self-sufficient? 
Would a true need not be bound up in their loins? Would 
forgetting to be converted not incite even more the urgency 
of the request of Jacob at the Jabbok, “I cannot let Thee go 
except Thou bless me?” Is it not true, when the Church  
of God contrariwise remembers that they are converted, 
that their life then often is as expressed by the bride in 
Song of Solomon 5:3? “I have put off my coat; how shall  
I put it on? I have washed my feet; how shall I defile them?” 
With washed feet I need no cleansing, reconciliation, and 
sanctification. That is the paradox here. By forgetting they 
are converted it might spur them on not to rest where help 
and rest is not found. That rest is not my conversion, my 
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prayers, or anything else outside of free and sovereign grace 
bestowed in Christ Jesus. His promise and His intercession 
are the grounds for all benefits bestowed. On Thy grace I 
rest my plea, we sing in the Psalter.
 Are there biblical examples of this? Here are a few.  
We could say that the publican (I realize it is a parable) was 
converted, but when he prayed in the back of the temple, 
he did so as having forgotten his conversion. He needed  
the blood of the substitutionary sacrifice at the altar in the 
temple. That was his hope and that was his ground on which 
to rest—not the fact that he was a converted publican.  
Saul of Tarsus, before he was converted, prayed as being 
converted, but when he was stopped by the Lord as an 
unconverted wretch, we read that the Lord said, “Behold  
he prayeth.” Then a converted man prayed as unconverted. 
King Saul asked Samuel to honor him before the elders of 
the people. David, on the other hand, when fleeing from 
Absalom said: “Carry back the ark of God into the city: If I 
shall find favour in the eyes of the LORD, He will bring me 
again, and shew me both it, and his habitation.” There are 
examples of the hypocrite at his best, praying as converted 
and the child of God at his worst praying as unconverted. 
The real difference between the two is often noticed in 
their prayers.
 Forgetting to be converted is an expression that will not 
sit well with people who can only pray as converted. It makes 
a great difference, dear reader, if we say: “Do it because we 
are Thy people,” or if we say: “Do it for Thy name’s sake, yea 
for Thy covenant’s sake.” My dear friend, if this statement 
by Rev. Ledeboer upsets you, I am afraid of the spirit of 
your prayer. I need to warn you in love. I know you would 
be able to contradict Ledeboer’s statement with many Bible 
texts about boldness to enter, freedom to speak, and liberty 
to go. Still, I would be afraid—not because those texts are 
not God’s infallible Word and true but because a saved 

sinner remains by virtue of grace and daily sin and guilt 
always a dependent, helpless, unconverted sinner in himself. 
Such are helped by His most gracious hand, time and 
again, without fail.
 Finally, the Church of God, forgetting to be converted 
will greatly encourage those who are unconverted, that is, 
in the truest sense of the word, still living for their own 
account, in the state of sin. It will encourage them that 
there are people of God out there, that are nevertheless 
fellow-sinners with them, who sigh and cry to heaven for 
help as helpless and unworthy ones as they are—there are 
people like John at Patmos, a “brother and companion in 
tribulation,” who cannot rise above them but desire to stand 
next to them. It will encourage them to know that they are 
not alone in the battles that are fought in secret with respect 
to an ever-mounting guilt and a need for reconciliation.  
It will encourage the unconverted to see that the Lord, 
indeed, is a God that hears and answers prayer. It will 
encourage them to say: “Lord, Thou didst show undeserved 
mercy to my converted but unconverted neighbor, and  
Thy grace is as wide as the ocean; is there now also not a 
drop left of that ocean of blood for such a one as I am?  
It will help even those who must pray for a prayer that God 
indeed hears the needy when they cry. The undeniable fact 
of God’s promise in His Word is that He does!
 With this I hope I have answered another expression, 
which I have never heard before, but a timely reminder  
and direction in our duty to confront the difficult and 
challenging times we live in, as sent by a chastising God 
who comes to judge the world and the people with equity. 
                        p

Please send your questions to Rev. H. Hofman, 112 Pratt Road, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001, or hofman@premieronline.net.

Dying Sayings of Prayer
John Bunyan (1628-1688)

Before you enter into prayer, ask thy soul these questions:
  To what end, O my soul, art thou retired unto this 
place? Art thou not come to discourse with the Lord in 
prayer? Is He present; will He hear thee? Is He merciful; 
will He help thee? Is thy business slight; is it not con-
cerning the welfare of thy soul? What words wilt thou 
use to move Him to compassion?
 To make thy preparation complete consider that thou 
art but dust and ashes, and He the great God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ who clothes Himself with light 
as with a garment; that thou art a vile sinner, and He a 

holy God; that thou art but a poor crawling worm, and 
He the omnipotent Creator.
 In all your prayers forget not to thank the Lord for 
His mercies.
 When thou prayest rather let thy heart be without 
words than thy words without a heart. Prayer will make 
a man cease from sin, or sin will entice a man to cease 
from prayer. The spirit of prayer is more precious than 
treasures of gold and silver. Pray often, for prayer is  
a shield to the soul, a sacrifice to God, and a scourge  
to Satan.
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In the meantime, the relationship between Carl and  
  Mr. Vroon steadily deteriorated since hardly a week 
went by where money did not go missing. The quiet 
whispering among the other clerks changed into an out-
ward condemnation of Carl who they accused of being  
a hardnosed deceiver.
 As all of this was occurring around him, Carl lost his usual 
optimistic openness, and although his mother comforted 
him because of the silence of his conscience, and God 
knowing all things, it did not prevent Carl’s face from 
becoming pale, and the color disappeared from his cheeks.
 On a certain morning he said to his mother that he 
could no longer remain working for Mr. Vroon. Being 
innocent, he could no longer deal with being thought of  
as a thief. His mother understood this, and so Carl went  
to his boss and told him that he wanted to be  discharged 
from his employment.
 Mr. Vroon replied, “That is fine Carl, when would you 
like to leave?”
 This cold answer cut the young man to the depths of his 
being. He burst into tears and said, “Oh, sir, I see that I am 
also suspected by you, but although the suspicion may rest 
upon me, God is my witness that I have never enriched 
myself with the least of your goods, and one day God will 
bring my innocence to light.”
 With a broken heart the young man left the office which 
in the beginning promised to be such a well-foreseen future, 
while now, his vision of the future had been cast away as  
an idle dream. He had lost his good name, and the world 
looked upon him as being a thief, since there did not appear 
to be any one else upon whom this suspicion could be placed.
 What, however, seemed to be evil to Carl, worked out to 
his eternal welfare. The discovering light of the Holy Spirit 
showed him that he had already lost his good name in 
Paradise and although he may have been guiltless before 
mankind, he was not guiltless before God. He became a 
poor, lost sinner. When, in the beginning, his heart had 
been broken with sorrow, this had not caused him to seek 
for healing; now, his heart was broken spiritually. He lay  
cut down by the demands of the law and learned to know 
himself, in spite of his honesty and moral lifestyle, as a 
transgressor of all of God’s commandments which must 
agree to the sentence of eternal damnation.
 The sorrow which his mother had suffered because of 
the distress of her dear son, which had caused her to 
continuously take refuge to the Lord, was tempered when 
she began to hope that the Lord had begun a good work  
in her child. Although their outward circumstances were  

worrisome, the words of the Lord, “For what shall it profit  
a man, if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 
were of great strength to her since it had pleased the Lord 
to lay away for her son better things than a good work  
place with a bright future.
 In the meantime, after Carl’s departure the situation  
by Mr. Vroon remained the same. Every week money was 
missing so that the missing amount had grown to a large 
number. Mr. Vroon became quite agitated and lost his 
normal, good demeanor. When with the last accounting  
the same thing again happened, he lost his composure 
completely and became so angry that his nerves caused 
him to become ill—so ill that he became bedridden in  
a home where a doctor normally was seldom needed.
 Mr. Vroon was so dangerously sick that, for weeks, the 
bookkeeper was responsible for all the financial affairs  
of the business. When, at the end of the first week of  
Mr. Vroon’s illness, the cash was totaled, there was nothing 
missing, but all the money was accounted for. This was  
true every week, and when Mr. Vroon had again sufficiently 
recovered and returned to the office, it was noted that 
during his entire absence there had been no shortfall.
 This only served to deepen the mystery.
 Mr. Vroon had resumed his former place in the office, 
and matters soon proceeded in their usual fashion.  
There were no more money shortages for six weeks;  
then, suddenly the same unexplainable occurrences were 
again observed.
 At this time, I must relate something about Louise, the 
daughter of Mr. Vroon. She was a lovely young daughter, 
who did not exhibit any of those conceited, made up 
self-exalting mannerisms which were so often seen in 
young ladies of well-to-do background. Louise conducted 
herself just as she was, and she had much of that gentle 
civility which she had learned from her mother. During  
the time of her father’s illness, she had reached the age of 
twenty-six, and a bright future awaited her since she was 
engaged to a young man who was very worthy of her.
 On a certain day, when Louise was in a room with the 
doctor different from the room where her father was being 
cared for, the accountant came in, and related to the young 
daughter that there had been no shortfall in the office that 
day. This led to Louise telling the doctor of the strange and 
unexplainable disappearance of the money, and that her 
father had spent many nights by his treasures without 
discovering anything unusual. p

(To be continued)

Storms of Life (3)
Author Unknown
(Translated from “The Friend of Old and Young”)

For Young and Old
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Media Use
A Fearful and Overwhelming Onslaught  
from the Powers of Darkness
NRC Synodical Modern Media Committee

(This article is Part 5 in a series by the NRC Synodical 
Modern Media Committee on the dangers of pornography.)

In our previous article, we began to consider several ways  
  for breaking a pornography addiction and removing this 
sin from our lives. We addressed how essential prayer is to 
God who can keep us from temptation, and consistent with 
the need for prayer we began addressing the necessity of 
preventive measures. We will now continue to address the 
necessity of preventive measures, the necessity for open 
communication, and the necessity of a biblical perspective 
with the goal of being kept from temptation.

Preventing access is essential
 Placing barriers between pornography and our families 
is also important. We advise the following:
  •   Putting in place an Internet filter which will significantly 

minimize the amount of pornographic materials 
entering the home via an Internet connection. A good 
router-based filter works well in a home with multiple 
computers or devices since it filters all devices that are 
connected to it. Software-based filters like Qustodio 
should be installed on each device requiring a filter. 
This filter software can help protect mobile devices 
that might get used outside of the home (cellphones, 
laptops, tablets, etc.) Note that filters are not perfect, 
but the protection provided is worth the time and 
effort spent installing and configuring them.

  •   Using an accountability program, such as Covenant 
Eyes, is probably the easiest and most effective solution 
for discouraging misuse of the Internet for adults. 
Most accountability programs log online activity and 
send a report periodically to an accountability partner 
selected by the user of the device. Some software filters 
(e.g. Qustodio) can also be configured to provide basic 
accountability features. The use of an accountability 
program can also help discourage any curiosity to  
click on questionable links.

Open communication is essential
 Parents should actively be engaged with their children 
regarding their Internet activities. A basis for a conversation 
might center around the information provided by a report 
generated by an Internet filtering program listing a child’s 
Internet activity. For example, if the filtering software’s 
activity report shows some questionable search terms were 
used, parents can investigate the matter further with the 
child, using the report to help guide the conversation.
 Communication between adults (between husband and 
wife or accountability partners) is also essential as one can 

assist the other in confronting and dealing with pornography- 
related issues and temptations. The Form for the Confir-
mation of Marriage mentions, “…that each faithfully assist 
the other, in all things that belong to this life, and a better.” 
And, “that each of them [husband and wife], avoiding all 
uncleanness and evil lusts, may live with a good and quiet 
conscience.” This guidance applies generally to all adults, 
single or married. Living with a “good and quiet conscience” 
is highly desirable and contributes to a peaceful life. Dis-
cussing struggles and temptations with a spouse or trusted 
acquaintance can, with God’s blessing, strengthen and 
encourage the one under the trial to continue resisting  
and fighting through the snares and deceptions of Satan.

A biblical perspective is essential
 In conclusion, we must consider the purpose of our 
existence on this earth. The Lord seeks His honor and glory 
in all His works including in the creation of man. We are 
thus to live close to the Lord’s revealed will which is docu-
mented in the Bible. Thus the Lord commanded Joshua in 
Joshua 1:8, “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that 
thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and 
then thou shalt have good success.”
 We also read in Psalm 1:1-3 of the blessedness of those 
who stay close to God’s Word in their life and walk. By 
nature, we are not inclined to live as exhorted by our 
Creator. This is due to our deep fall in our covenant head, 
Adam. May we see from this sad reality of mankind how 
we need the quickening work of the Holy Spirit in our heart. 
This will result in our seeking those things that are above, 
fleeing from the lust of the fleeting things of this life 
whereby the seed of the Word is choked.
 We possess a dangerous nature. Paul characterizes this 
corrupt nature in Ephesians 4:22b as “corrupt according to 
the deceitful lusts.” Paul further shows what man is by nature 
in Ephesians 2:3 where he writes, “Among whom also we  
all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our 
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and 
were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.” Oh, 
what a solemn reality, namely, “by nature the children of 
wrath” How must we always be mindful of the solemnity  
of our life on this earth. “And as it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). 
How great and irresistible can the temptations of this life 
appear. Yet, there are a people who by grace are in good 
hands as we read in 1 Peter 1:5, “Who are kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed  
in the last time.” p
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Reflections
Still in the School of the Cross
John Newton (1725-1807)

Long and often I have thought of writing to you: now the  
  time is come. May the Lord help me to send a word  
in season! I know not how it may be with you, but He  
does; and to Him I look to direct my thoughts accordingly. 
I suppose you are still in the school of the cross, learning 
the happy art of extracting real good out of seeming evil, 
and to grow tall by stooping. The flesh is a sad untoward 
dunce in this school: but grace makes the spirit willing to 
learn by suffering; yea, it cares not what it endures, so sin 
may be mortified, and a conformity to the image of Jesus  
be increased. Surely when we see the most and the best  
of the Lord’s children so often in heaviness, and when we 
consider how much He loves them, and what He has done 
and prepared for them, we may take it for granted that 
there is a need-be for their sufferings. For it would be easy 
to His power, and not a thousandth part of what His love 
intends to do for them, should He make their whole life 
here, from the hour of their conversion to their death,  
a continued course of satisfaction and comfort, without  
any thing to distress them from within or without.
 But were it so, should we not miss many advantages?  
In the first place, we should not then be very conformable 
to our Head, nor be able to say, As He was, so are we in  
this world. Methinks a believer would be ashamed to be so 
utterly unlike his Lord. What! the Master always a Man of 
sorrow and acquainted with grief, and the servant always 
happy and full of comfort! Jesus despised, reproached, 
neglected, opposed, and betrayed; and His people admired 
and caressed: He living in the want of all things, and they 
filled with abundance: He sweating blood for anguish, and 
they strangers to distress: how unsuitable would these things 
be! How much better to be called to the honor of filling up 
the measure of His sufferings! A cup was put into His hand 
on our account, and His love engaged Him to drink it for 
us. The wrath which it contained He drank wholly Himself; 
but He left us a little affliction to taste, that we might pledge 
Him and remember how He loved us, and how much more 
He endured for us than He will ever call us to endure for Him.
 Again, how could we without sufferings manifest the 
nature and truth of gospel-grace? What place should we 
then have for patience, submission, meekness, forbearance, 
and a readiness to forgive, if we had nothing to try us  
either from the hand of the Lord or from the hand of men. 
A Christian without trials would be like a mill without wind 
or water: the contrivance and design of the wheel-work 
within-side would be unnoticed and unknown, without 
something to put it in motion from without. Nor would 

our graces grow, unless they were called out to exercise:  

the difficulties we meet with not only prove but strengthen 
the graces of the Spirit. If a person was always to sit still, 
without making use of legs or arms, he would probably lose 
the power of moving his limbs at last; but by walking and 
working he becomes strong and active. So, in a long course 
of ease, the powers of the new man would certainly languish; 
the soul would grow soft, indolent, cowardly, and faint;  
and therefore the Lord appoints His children such dispen-
sations as make them strive, and struggle, and pant: they 
must press through a crowd, swim against a stream, endure 
hardships, run, wrestle, and fight; and thus their strength 
grows in the using.
 By these things likewise they are made more willing to 
leave the present world, to which we are prone to cleave 
too closely in our hearts when our path is very smooth. 
Had Israel enjoyed their former peace and prosperity  
in Egypt, when Moses came to invite them to Canaan,  
I think they would hardly have listened to him. But the Lord 
suffered them to be brought into great trouble and bondage, 
and then the news of deliverance was more welcome; yet 
still they were but half willing, and they carried a love to 
the flesh-pots of Egypt with them into the wilderness.  
We are like them: though we say this world is vain and sinful, 
we are too fond of it; and though we hope for true happiness 
only in heaven, we are often well content to stay longer 
here. But the Lord sends afflictions one after another to 
quicken our desires, and to convince us that this cannot  
be our rest. Sometimes if you drive a bird from one branch 
of a tree, he will hop to another a little higher, and from 
thence to a third; but if you continue to disturb him, he will 
at last take wing, and fly quite away. Thus we, when forced 
from one creature-comfort, perch upon another, and so on; 
but the Lord mercifully follows us with trials, and will not 
let us rest upon any: by degrees our desires take a nobler 
flight, and can be satisfied with nothing short of Himself; 
and we say, To depart and be with Jesus is best of all.
 I trust you find the name and grace of Jesus more and 
more precious to you: His promises more sweet, and your 
hope in them more abiding; your sense of your own weak- 
ness and unworthiness daily increasing; your persuasion  
of His all-sufficiency to guide, support, and comfort you, 
more confirmed. You owe your growth in these respects,  
in a great measure, to His blessing upon those afflictions 
which He has prepared for you and sanctified to you.  
May you praise Him for all that is past, and trust Him  
for all that is to come.                   I am, &. p
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Luther’s Prayer
(Taken from M. D’Aubigne’s History of the Reformation)

O almighty and everlasting God, how terrible  
   is this world! Behold, it openeth its mouth 
to swallow me up, and I have so little trust in 
Thee. How weak is the flesh, and how powerful 
is Satan. If it is in the strength of this world only 
that I must put my trust, all is over. My last hour 
is come; my condemnation has been pronounced! 
O God, do Thou help me against all of the wisdom 
of this world. Do this—Thou shouldest do this— 
Thou alone; for this is not my work, but Thine.  
I have nothing to do here; nothing to contend  
for with these great ones of the earth. I should 
desire to see my days flow on, peaceful and happy; 
but the cause is Thine, and it is a righteous and 
eternal cause. O Lord, help me! Faithful and 
unchangeable God, in no man do I place my 
trust—it would be vain. All that is of man is 
uncertain; all that cometh of man fails. O God, 
my God, hearest Thou me? My God, art Thou 
dead? No, Thou canst not die; Thou hidest Thyself 
only. Thou hast chosen me for this work—I know 
it well. Act then, O God. Stand at my side for  

the sake of Thy well-beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
who is my Defence, my Shield, and Strong Tower. 
Lord, where stayest Thou? O my God, where art 
Thou? Come, I am ready; I am ready to lay down 
my life for Thy truth. Patient as a lamb, for it is 
the cause of justice—it is Thine. I will never 
 separate myself from Thee, neither now, nor 
through eternity. And though the world should 
be filled with devils—though my body, which is 
still the work of Thy hands, should be slain, be 
stretched out upon the pavement, be cut to 
pieces, reduced to ashes, my soul is Thine. Yes,  
I have the assurance of Thy Word, my soul 
belongs to Thee. It shall abide ever with Thee. 
Amen. God help me.”
 (This prayer explains Luther and the Refor-
mation. History here raises the veil and discloses 
to our view the secret place where strength and 
courage were imparted to this despised and 
humble man who was the instrument of God to 
emancipate the soul, and the thoughts of men,  
to open a new era.)

Offering of Thanksgiving unto God
Author Unknown

To offer thanksgiving to the Lord from a  
  legalistic viewpoint is abominable to the 
Lord. A person who practices legalism is willing 
to give something to the Lord, but…with the 
purpose of receiving more in return. He demands 
high wages for all his efforts. He who sacrifices  
in such a way only seeks himself in his sacrificing 
and not the Lord. Was there not a great difference 
between the offering of Cain and that of Abel?  
In Hebrews 11 we read, “By faith Abel offered 
unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.” 
Abel did not offer to merit anything from God, 
but he offered in gratitude because he desired to 
honor God thereby on account of the grace given 
him for the sake of Christ. Abel did not seek his 
justification before God in the bringing of his 
sacrifice, but he sought his justification before 
God in the work of the promised Messiah. There- 
fore, the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his 
offering. Cain offered from an entirely different 

principle, so God had no respect unto him and 
to his offering (Genesis 4:4&5).
 The obligation of thanksgiving, to which the 
words of our text calls us, can never take place 
outside of the partaking of faith in Christ as the 
God-given Mediator and High Priest. The Lord 
teaches His favorites to know this experimentally. 
By passing through grievous ways, He teaches 
them to find death in all their works and to write 
death upon all things belonging to themselves. 
Besides, He teaches them through the gospel to 
seek all things outside of themselves in Him in 
whom the Father has all His delight. He teaches 
them to glory in nothing save in the cross of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. This is a school wherein a 
person in this life will have never done learning. 
Flesh and blood will not accept this instruction, 
but thanks be unto God, the Lord Himself will 
see to it that in this way He will arrive to His 
honor and thereby bring His people to salvation.
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Planned Parenthood Pushing Radical Sex Agenda
During the pandemic, Planned Parenthood was not only trying to get 
masks and gloves to push surgical abortions but they also seized upon 
the quarantine opportunity to ramp up advertising on their online 
version of “sex education.” But Planned Parenthood is not just teaching 
kids the basics about biology; they are pushing a radical sexual agenda 
that encourages unhealthy behavior. Planned Parenthood announced  
in April that it was pushing for state and federal governments to ease 
restrictions on the abortion pill which will prove a very big risk for 
young women. The Family Policy Alliance team is already working against 
these virtual efforts and is building helpful guides to equip parents to 
handle these challenges and advocate for their children.

—FamilyPolicyAlliance.com

Risks of Remote Learning for Public School Children
As public schools across the country ramp up for remote learning for at 
least the fall semester, a public school teacher in Philadelphia is worried 
that parents will listen to what he and like-minded colleagues are saying 
to students and that the parents will interfere with the teachers’ efforts 
to “destabilize” the children’s racism or homophobia or transphobia. 
That is to say, he doesn’t want parents interfering with his propagan-
dizing their children. Maybe parents having read his concern find it 
utterly infuriating. How many teachers agree with this kind of activity? 
Any teacher who believes in a mission to turn kids against their parents’ 
beliefs destroys trust between teachers and parents. Is this needed for 
schools to be successful? Even progressives must recognize this as an 
exploitation of a teacher’s relationship to minor students, and a violation 
of the parents’ trust. Sadly, one university professor asserts that anyone 
who has received a graduate degree in education in the last few decades 
has probably been taught that it was his job to push these agendas. He 
said, “My observation is that most American parents are far too naive 
about what the stated purpose of critical education is. Don’t let anyone 
gaslight you. Many of our graduate schools of education are dedicated 
to producing teachers who will transform society and liberate our 
children from the regressive influences of their parents and commun-
ities.” (How thankful we should be for our opportunities for a private 
Christian school education!—Ed.) —TheAmericanConservative.com

US House of Representatives to Vote on Legalizing Marijuana
The US House of Representatives will vote on legalizing marijuana in 
September. The MORE Act would remove cannabis from the Controlled 
Substances Act. Marijuana is already legal in eleven states and if this is 
approved would make it more likely that more states would follow.  
This may be a good reason to contact your representatives this month. 
Fortunately, the odds of this bill passing in the US Senate are still very 
slim. Negotiations on a new coronavirus relief bill are stalled this month 
and Democrats are criticized for purportedly prioritizing marijuana 
sales during the pandemic over more important services like health  
care and religious gatherings. —Politico.com and FamilyPolicyAllianc.com

Peace Accord Between Israel and the United Arab Emirates
This month a peace deal was made between the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Israel. This “Abraham Accord” was named after the familiar 
Bible character referred to as ‘Abraham’ in the Christian faith, ‘Ibrahim’ 
in the Muslim faith, and ‘Avraham’ in the Jewish faith. In signing the 
accord, the UAE joined Egypt and Jordan as the only Arab nations to 
make peace with Israel. Telephone lines are already being connected 
between the Gulf nation and the Jewish state, with preparations under- 

way to exchange embassies. This may open a new era. Fellow Gulf 
nations Bahrain and Oman signaled their support, while Saudi Arabia 
did not oppose it. Those who criticize this achievement point out that 
relationship between these two countries were always better than with 
other counties in the Middle East, and this deal may make relations 
with Iran and Palestine even more difficult across the region. Christians 
in the Gulf, however, hope this historic UAE-Israel normalization might 
also lead to a deal with the Palestinians and more safety for Christians 
across the whole area. —ChristianityToday.com

California Church Permitted to Hold Indoor, In-Person Services
California churches are still not allowed to meet indoors or even sing 
during worship services because of government concerns that this could 
easily spread the coronavirus. But this month a judge allowed a prominent 
pastor in Los Angeles to hold indoor, in-person services for the interim. 
The judge set a September hearing date to rule on the matter. The pastor 
said in a statement: “This vindicates our desire to stay open and serve 
our people. This also gives us an opportunity to show that we are not 
trying to be rebellious or unreasonable, but that we will stand firm to 
protect our church against unreasonable, unconstitutional restrictions.” 
The church will abide by the judge’s interim order which requires 
congregants wear masks and practice social distancing.

—FoxNews.com

Eritrea Christians Facing Increased Hardship
Many prisoners of faith and their families in the country of Eritrea are 
facing increased hardship due to the ongoing, strict COVID-19 lockdown 
measures which are in place in that country. Prisoners for their faith 
have always relied on home-cooked meals prepared by Christian women 
living nearby. Now, because of COVID-19 restrictions, these meals are 
not being delivered. There has not been a significant number of COVID-19 
cases in Eritrea. It is suspected many Christians from churches in Eritrea 
have been in prisons for years or decades. Also, Christians in the army, 
who were suspected to have been killed in war with Ethiopia, were 
actually put in prison for being Christian. Recently some of these 
religious prisoners are being released. It is reported that two hundred 
political prisoners who were forty years old when imprisoned are now 
in their seventies. Many religious prisoners have been in prison since 
2002. Without official explanation, in 2002 the Eritrean government 
ordered the closure of all Protestant churches (churches that are not 
Orthodox, Roman Catholic, or Lutheran). —ChurchInChains.ie

Romania Honors Christians Facing Persecution
For the first time ever, the country of Romania is honoring Christians 
facing persecution with a national day of remembrance. While this is 
the first time the country’s government is recognizing this day, since the 
1990s the Romanian Catholic Church has recognized August 16th as a 
day to remember martyrs. The day specifically honors an 18th-century 
Romanian prince named Constantin Brancoveanus. On August 15, 1714, 
Brancoveanus, along with his sons, was executed by the Ottomans for 
refusing to convert to Islam. The Open Doors 2020 Annual Report 
found that there is severe Christian persecution in seventy-three 
countries around the world. A leader of Romania’s National Liberal 
Party said, “Every year more Christians worldwide become victims of 
violence.” When it comes to religious freedoms in Europe, he says there 
are dangers to the “censorship of language,” and there is growth of 
“neo-Marxist” and “secular and nihilistic” ideologies.

—CHVNRadio.com

Current Events
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TimothyFOR THE

 YOUNG

Last time we began the explanation of the incarna-
tion of the Lord Jesus, according to Article 18 of our 
Confession. In this article we read, “Who took upon 
Him the form of a servant, and became like unto 
man, really assuming the true human nature, with 
all its infirmities, sin excepted.”
 It is written here that in the fullness of time the 
second Person of the divine Being assumed a human 
nature, which is an impersonal nature. He is one 
Person in two natures. If we deny this, then we deny 
the glory of Christ as Mediator. He assumed a true 
human nature, but He did not become a human 
person, as then He would be in Adam. We sometimes 
hear the question, “Was Christ a human person?” 
There is only one Mediator, and if the Lord Jesus 
was a human person, it would mean that the sin of 
Adam would be His sin. Therefore, the second Person 
in the divine Being has not assumed a human person 
but a human nature which does not take part in the 
debt and pollution of Adam.
 The Confession speaks about a true human nature. 
This is not only flesh and blood but also a human 
spirit or mind. How this unity existed and continues 
is a mystery, but it is according to the Word of God. 
In John 1:14 we read, “And the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth.” Paul says of it in 1 Timothy 3:16b, 
“God was manifested in the flesh.” Notwithstanding 
these texts, it remains a mystery which we cannot 
comprehend. When Paul says elsewhere that Christ 
made Himself of no reputation, it does not mean 
that Christ destroyed His divine nature; no, it means 
that He hid His divine nature, so that it did not  
show as much.
 Thus, the second Person in the divine Being 
 assumed our human nature and was subject to all 
infirmities. It was not the same nature which Adam 
had in Paradise but was weak as all people are.  

In Roman 8:3b we read, “God sending His own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh.” The consequences of 
sin were felt in the body of the Lord Jesus, being 
hungry, thirsty, tired, sad, and He also wept. When 
infirmities are spoken of in His human nature,  
then we may not think that His human nature was 
polluted with sin, for this is not true. He became  
like unto man, sin excepted.
 It is also explained here how the Lord Jesus 
assumed our human nature, which is important, as 
there are so many errors about this. Our Confession 
says, “Being conceived in the womb of the blessed 
Virgin Mary, by the power of the Holy Ghost, without 
the means of man.” When the incarnation of the 
Lord Jesus was announced to Mary, the angel said, 
“The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Highest shall overshadow thee.” Our article 
also says that it was without the means of a man,  
so we may not think of a natural conception. The 
angel spoke of a shadow, and a shadow gives dark-
ness, which means that we should not try to explain 
it. Under the power of the Almighty, Mary was 
impregnated; the same Spirit protected the fruit  
in her that it would not be polluted by sin since 
Mary was also a sinner.
 It was in this manner that the Lord Jesus was 
conceived in the Virgin Mary and, at the set time, 
came into this world, born just as each child is born. 
The Virgin Mary remained a virgin during her 
pregnancy. Christ assumed flesh and blood of the 
Virgin Mary, and did not bring His human nature 
from heaven as the Anabaptists teach. Our article 
states that Christ is the true seed of Mary. How 
Christ was conceived cannot be explained by us,  
for it is beyond our comprehension, but is anything 
too hard for the Lord?
 Christ was born without any sin, without original 
sin. It was necessary that He possessed our human 
nature, otherwise He could never be our kinsman. 

The Confession of Faith (10)

Article XVIII: Of the Incarnation of Jesus Christ
Rev. A.M. den Boer (1929-2004)
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The Old Testament speaks of these kinsmen, and 
who should belong to the family which Christ would 
help in time of poverty or need. Likewise, it is the 
work of Christ to bring back what we have lost; for 
that He must belong to our family, the human race.
 The Confession also says something about the soul; 
“And did not only assume human nature as to the 
body, but also as a true human soul, that He might 
be a real man. For since the soul was lost as well as 
the body, it was necessary that He should take both 
upon Him, to save both.” A true human nature has 
soul and body, and so the same was assumed by 
Christ in order to be a perfect Saviour of soul and 
body. When it is written that Christ was without sin, 
that means that He was a holy Man. It can therefore 
be said of the Mediator that He was a real righteous 
Man, but also very God.
 What a blessing it is when we may learn some-
thing of these facts, not only with the mind but also 
taught by means of the administration of the Holy 
Spirit. This must become an experiential knowledge 
in order to experience the comfort of it. Such a 

Mediator then becomes precious and beloved to a 
poor sinner who has learned that he cannot do any- 
thing to merit his own salvation. They may rejoice  
in the only name given under heaven to salvation. 
In Him only there is salvation, for He is the Way,  
the Truth, and the Life.
 We should not forget that Christ will only be of 
value for a person who has learned that he is a 
sinner. As long as we have no knowledge of this, 
there is no need in our life for the Mediator. What  
a blessing it is when we may come to an end with 
ourselves and cannot miss Him any longer. By the 
light of the Holy Spirit, we may then see that great 
gift in God sending His beloved Son. The shepherds 
heard it, “Unto you is born.” It became so personal 
for them, and so it must also become for us.
 Young people, may the Lord work this wonder in 
your heart. When sin becomes an unbearable burden 
in our life, we will cry unto Him that He might deliver 
us. The Lord hears the cry of poor sinners, and He 
encourages them to call upon Him. Use, with a praying 
heart, the means of grace which the Lord has given.

The Ten Commandments (2)
(Based on Exodus 32)

Bible Stories for Little Ones

Moses was up in the mountain for a long time talking 
with God. All this time the people stood waiting at 
the bottom of the mountain. Soon they began to 
wonder. Did something happen to Moses? Maybe he 
was never coming back. Maybe he had died and 
remained with God. After all, it had been so long 
that he had been upon the mountain. Why should 
they continue to wait any longer?
 The people went to Aaron and made a request. 
“Let us make us some gods,” they said, “for we do 
not know what has happened to Moses. We do not 
see our God anymore either, so let us make us a  
god that we can see, just like other people have.”
 What a terrible, sinful idea. Did Aaron tell the 
people that they were doing something wrong and 
awful? Did he try to stop them? No, he did not, he 
even helped them with their plan. Aaron told the 
people to remove their golden earrings and those  
of their children and to bring them to him.
 The people all hurried to their tents to find as 
many earrings and other pieces of gold which they 

could find and brought them unto Aaron. Aaron then 
melted all of the gold and formed a golden calf which 
was similar to the gods which the heathen people in 
those days worshipped.
 When they saw the golden calf which Aaron had 
made, the people said, “These be thy god’s, Oh Israel, 
which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.” 
Then Aaron built an altar before the golden calf and 
said. “Tomorrow is a feast unto the Lord.” How could 
Aaron do this after he had made this idol? Do you 
think that maybe in his heart her knew that this 
calf was not really the true God?
 The next day the people rose early, offered sacri-
fices, and sat down to eat and to drink, and then rose 
to play. The people forgot, however, that God was not 
only on the mountain only, but God is everywhere, 
and He saw what Aaron and the people had done.  
He heard their wicked singing, and saw their wicked 
playing before the golden calf.
 The Lord said to Moses, “Go back to the people,  
for they have forgotten Me. They have made them-
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selves a golden calf and are worshipping it.
 God told Moses that He was very angry with the 
people, and that he did not want them to be His 
people any more. He told Moses that he would have 
them all die, but would make Moses great.
 Did Moses like this idea? No, he did not. He begged 
the Lord not to do this. “What will all of the other 
nations and countries think? They will say terrible 
things about Thee, and they will say that Thou does 
not keep Thy promises. Remember what Thou hast 
promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that Thou 
would make of them a great nation? That will not be 
true if Thou were to kill them.”
 What happened then? Can a man like Moses change 
God’s mind? No, men cannot change the mind of the 
Lord. God did as Moses had said, but He was not 
changing His mind. You will learn more about that 
when you become older. God has a revealed and a 
secret will. God’s revealed will is seen in this story—
what He said he would do, that is, destroy all of the 
people—but His secret will, His hidden will, is that 
actually He was not going to do it. He had already 
planned that Jesus would be born from the Israelites, 
so, of course, He would not destroy them.
 Moses hurried down from the mountain, carrying 
the two tables of stone in his arms. Remember we 
told you how God had written the ten commandments 
on two tables. Joshua, who had waited on the moun-
tain for Moses, did not know what the people were 
doing. “I hear noises among the people,” he said,  
“It sounds like war.”
 Moses told Joshua of the terrible thing the people 
were doing. As they came closer and closer to the 
people and saw what was going on, Moses became 
angry and threw down the two tablets with the law 
written on them. How could these people have for-

gotten the God who had saved them from their 
enemies, who had given them food in the wilderness, 
and who had given them water out of the rock?
 When Moses came near the golden calf, he threw  
it into the fire, and after it had melted, he ground it 
into powder and cast it into the water, which he made 
the people to drink. Moses then turned to Aaron and 
said, “Why did you do this? Why did you help this 
people commit such a terrible sin?”
 “Oh, please do not be angry with me,” cried Aaron. 
“You know what these people are like. They are so 
stubborn; they will not listen to anyone.”
 Moses looked over all the people, and then he cried 
out, “Who is still on the Lord’s side? Who is sorry 
for this awful thing which has been done? If anyone 
is on the Lord’s side, let him come to me.”
 Some men did come; they were Levites, children  
of Levi who was one of the brothers of Joseph and 
Benjamin. Moses was very happy that the Levites 
were still on God’s side. Later they became a special 
people, because they were the ones who were allowed 
to help in God’s Church.
 Moses told the Levites, “Go through the people  
and kill as many people as you can.” They did what 
Moses commanded, and many people were killed. 
Then Moses prayed, “Oh. God, this people has com-
mitted a terrible sin against Thee. Please forgive 
them, but if this is not possible, please punish me 
instead of them.” God told Moses that He would 
punish only those who had committed this sin. Then 
God sent a terrible sickness so that many who had 
not been killed by the Levites became sick and died.
 Later, God gave Moses two other tables of stone 
with the laws written on them, but let us never 
forget how much God hates sin; He punished the 
people over and over for this one sin.

Dear Boys and Girls,

Braden kept his eyes forward, not moving a muscle. 
He swallowed, waiting tensely for the next command. 
He had arrived just a few weeks ago to begin basic 
military training, and he had not had a moment to 
think. Commanders shouted inches from his face,  

and he quickly learned to do instantly what was 
required of him. It didn’t matter if it was making  
his bed without a single wrinkle or crease, dropping 
to the ground to do pushups, leaping out of bed in 
the middle of the night for a drill, or being sent to 
do the laundry. No matter what it was, Braden knew 

Bible Quiz
Obedience
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by now that he had better not even look like he 
wanted to wait a few seconds or stop too soon. No 
one asked why he had to do something. There was 
no reason given. In the military, you obey without 
question, and you don’t need a reason.
 “Forward!”
 Braden’s step fell in perfectly with the young men 
around him, and the long lines of soldiers in training 
marched on, each carrying seventy pounds of gear 
on his back.
 When your mother asks you to do something or 
your father tells you to get up for breakfast, do you 
ever ask, “Why?” Do you say, “One minute, I’m 
coming,” and then wait a bit before listening?  
Perhaps you even have said, “Okay, I’ll empty the 
dishwasher if I can have that last candy…” That is 
not really listening. It is not obeying unconditionally, 
no matter what.
 There was once a little girl who was with her 
mother by the barn, deep in the woods, long ago.  
It was evening and very dark, and her mother 
suddenly realized that the shape she saw was a big 
bear. She quietly told her daughter, “Go to the house,” 
and her daughter did, without asking why. If she had 
frowned and said, “Why? Why can’t I help you? I 
want to come lock up the cow with you and say good 
night to the horse,” perhaps the bear would have 
turned on them, and she would have been hurt or 
even killed. However, she did not ask. She just 
obeyed. There was a good reason for her mother’s 
directions, although she did not know what it was  
at the time.
 We always like to know a reason or see why we 
have to do something, don’t we? We might even 
reason that the military trains the way they do 
because it will give the group unity, safety, and 
efficiency. However, the soldiers don’t think of that 
or always know why they are told to turn here or 
stop there. It sometimes makes no sense to have to 
clean a room that was just dusted that same morning, 
but they do it without question. They obey. They 
want to do what their commander requires of them.
 God says in His Word, “Honor thy father and thy 
mother.” That means, “Obey them.” We must obey 
our parents. We must do what they ask of us and 
what they tell us. They aren’t trying to be annoying 
or harsh. They try to teach us what is right and 
wrong, what is allowed and what isn’t, but they also 
try to teach us how to help, listen, be kind, give, be 
responsible, take care of things, and make good 
decisions. These are all skills we need later on in 
life. You need to learn to obey because, as adults,  
we need to obey our boss at work, the traffic rules 
on the road, the laws of the country, and more.  

Most of all, we need to obey God. In fact, when  
you obey your parents, teachers, and other adults 
placed in authority over you, you are obeying God 
through them.
 Perhaps you try to be obedient because you don’t 
want to be in trouble. To a very small child, a mother 
might say, “Hurry up, clean up those blocks or you 
will have to go to your room.” Maybe you have seen 
your little brother pick himself up from the floor 
where he was having a temper tantrum and, with 
tears still splashing onto his pajamas, run to put the 
blocks in the basket. He does not do that because he 
wants to obey or because he wants to make his mom 
happy. No, he doesn’t want to be punished and have 
to sit alone on his bed for a while. That is different 
from obeying because he loves his mom and doesn’t 
want to hurt her, or because he does not want to sin.
 Do you try to obey? That is good. However, do you 
ever think about WHY you obey? Is it ever important 
to you that we have to obey because GOD wants us to? 
Obeying is to God’s honor, for His glory…does that 
matter to us? Do you obey out of love? Or do you obey 
so that you won’t be punished, and nothing more?
 By nature, we love ourselves most of all. That is 
why, when we don’t like what we are told to do, it is 
very hard to do it. We would rather please ourselves. 
We were created to please our Maker, but our hearts 
are sinful and do not place God above all. We usually 
do not even believe that God knows best. We think 
that we know better, and because we do, we would 
rather go our own way.
 We might even think, “I will only think that God 
knows best IF…” We add some kind of condition to 
it, as if the Lord is only good if He does something 
for a reason we like and know.
 When the Lord Jesus wanted to wash Peter’s feet, 
Peter held back his feet, objecting, not knowing the 
reason. His own reason seemed good; he felt the Lord 
to be too great to do a servant’s job. However, the 
Lord said, “What I do thou knowest not now; but 
thou shalt know hereafter.” It was as though He 
said, “Peter, I know why, and I desire to do it this 
way, and that is enough.” There were many things 
the disciples could not understand. Yet, the Lord  
had worked in their heart, giving them a new heart, 
and new desires, and a small beginning of a new 
obedience. They had to learn to let the Lord Jesus 
lead the way and take His own way, and then they 
would find it the best way.
 Ask the Lord if He will help you to obey your 
parents, immediately, without knowing the reason. 
Listen to your mom and dad because you love them. 
You do not want to hurt them, do you? Sometimes 
you realize that when it is already too late. You’ve 
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already done it, and now you see the sad look in 
your mom’s eyes.
 Above all, ask Him to give you a heart which 
wants to obey God. You will feel sad for the years 
you have spent pleasing yourself above all, and you 
will beg Him to put a new will and a new obedience 
in your heart.
 The Lord Jesus was obedient to His Father even 
into death, and by His obedience our disobedience 
can still be forgiven.

* * * * *
 Unscramble the missing words.

 1. “And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great 
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obey-
ing the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better 
than ______________ (rfecsacii), and to hearken than 
the fat of rams.” Found in ___ Samuel ___:22
 2. “For as by one man’s ______________  
(decesdiobeni) many were made sinners, so by the 
______________ (odicebene) of One shall many be 
made righteous.” Found in Romans ___:___
 3. “Children, obey your parents in all things: for 
this is well pleasing unto the ______________ (rlod).” 
Found in Colo ______________ ___: 20
 4. “Obey them that have the ______________ (rleu) 
over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for 
your souls.” Found in ______________ 13:17a
 5. “For the time is come that judgment must 
______________ (bengi) at the house of God: and if  
it first ______________ (gbein) at us, what shall the 
end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” 
Found in 1 Peter 4:___
 6. “Children, obey your parents in the Lord:  
for this is ______________ (tgirh). Honour thy father 
and mother; which is the first ______________  
(dmocmmanten) with promise; that it may be well 
with thee, and thou mayest ______________ (leiv) long 
on the earth.” Found in E______________ 6:___
 7. “Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and 
fear Him, and keep His commandments, and obey 
His voice, and ye shall ______________ (seevr) Him, 
and cleave unto Him.” Found in D______________ ___:4
 8. “Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that 
obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in 
darkness, and hath no light? let him ______________ 
(sttur) in the name of the LORD, and ______________ 
(ysat) upon his God.” Found in Isaiah 50:___
 9. “But this thing commanded I them, saying,  
Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall 
be My people: and walk ye in all the ways that I 
have commanded you, that it ______________ (yma)  
be ______________ (lewl) unto you.” Found in 
J______________ 7:23

 10. “I spake unto thee in thy ______________  
(piprotsery); but thou saidst, I will not hear. This 
hath been thy manner from thy youth, that thou 
obeyedst not My voice.” Found in Jeremiah ___:___
 11. “Then Peter and the other apostles answered 
and said, We ought to obey God ______________ 
(heratr) than men.” Found in A______________ 5:___
 12. “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield your-
selves servants to obey, his ______________ (tsseravn) 
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto 
______________ (tedah), or of obedience unto right-
eousness?” Found in Romans ___:16
 13. “O foolish Galatians, who hath ______________ 
(witbecehd) you, that ye should not obey the truth, 
before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently 
set forth, ______________ (dciirucfe) among you?” 
Found in ______________tians 3:1

For the Older Children
 Place the names in the correct box. If the person(s) 
obeyed, place his name in #14; if he disobeyed, place 
him in #15. (One is tricky: remember to think of 
whether the person(s) was/were obedient above all 
to God.)

 *Jonah (Jonah 1:3)
 *Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel 3:18)
 *Gehazi (2 Kings 5:20)
 *unprofitable servant (Matthew 25:26)
 *7 disciples fishing (John 21:6)
 *Israelites before Joshua (Joshua 24:24)
 *Saul (1 Samuel 15:19)
 *Abraham (Genesis 26:5)
 *Pharaoh (Exodus 5:2)
 *Christ (Hebrews 5:8)
 *Israel before Solomon (1 Chronicles 29:23)

 14. Obedience

 15. Disobedience
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For the Younger Children
 Look up the psalters. Fill in what is missing.

 16. “Open,” saith the Lord, “Wide thy mouth, 
believing this My covenant-word: ‘I will, if thou 
plead, fill thine every need, all thy wants relieving.’” 
Psalter 431:______
 17. “Thy precepts have I hid within my heart,  
lest I should stray and fall into transgress __ __ __; 
O teach Thou me and unto me impart Thy statutes 
for a permanent possess__ __ __ . In all Thy judg-
ments Thou most righteous art; Thy truth I praise  
is rapturous confess__ __ __ .” Psalter 428:4
 18. “O make Thy face to shine on me, _____________
______________________________________; because Thy 
statutes are despised, with overwhelming grief  
I weep.” Psalter 337:4
 19. “Th__y th__t f__ __r and l__v__ the Lord  
sh__ll Jehovah’s friendship kn__w; H__ will grace to 
them accord, and His faithful covenant sh__w.” 
Psalter 68:4

* * * * *
Answers to September’s “Chariots” quiz:
  1. Joseph
  2. Elijah
  3. Jerusalem
  4. Pharaoh
  5. Driver
  6. Fire
  7. Shobach, Second
  8. Israel
  9. Wheels
 10. Hundred
 11. Naaman
 12. Dothan
 13. Absalom
 14. Saul, Sisera
 15. Iron
 16.  1,400 chariots and 12,000 horsemen —  

2 Chronicles 1:14
 17. whirlwind, fury, flames — Isaiah 66:15
 18.  As the sound of chariots of many horses 

running to battle. — Revelation 9:9
 19. A man of Ethiopia, a eunuch. Philip. Water.

Please send your answers to the  
address shown below:

Aunt LenaBeth
180 Jacobs Road, Newfoundland, NJ 07435

E-mail: auntlenabeth@gmail.com

Anabelle Berkenbush (2) 16
William Berkenbush (2) 16
Britni Blom 15
GaryJon Blom (2) 8
Jenina Blom 14
Lawrence Blom 8
Marissa Blom 15
Martena Blom (3) al
Willem Blom (2) 11
Cody Driesen 14
Kacie Driesen (2) 14
Toby Driesen (2) 14
Kaylynn Ekema 15
Ronna Geuze 5
Jason Kleyn 8
Lydia Knibbe 11
Nathan Knibbe 13
Rebecca Krygsman 15
Sarah Krygsman 17
Lydia Mol as
Rachel Mol 8
Teddy Mol as
John Murphy 8
Hannah Muis 1
Lindsey Muis (2) 4
Emma Okken 2
Shannon Okken 1
Deanna Okken (5) 5
Justin Okken (4) 4
Kirstin Okken (4) 4
Andrew Remijn 10
Allison Rose 1
Erica Schortzman 2
Megan Taylor 10

Renee Taylor 5
Austin Van Den Top 6
Caleb Van Den Top 6
Collin Van Den Top 5
Lydia Van Manen ak
Rosalee Van Manen 16
Alivia Vande Hoef 16
Micah Vande Hoef 13
Wyatt Vande Waerdt 3
Heidi Vandenberg (2) 14
Matthew Vander Wiele 1
Helen Verhoef 6
Shara Verhoef 6
Brandon Vrieselaar (2) 16
Brianna Vrieselaar (2) 16
Kyra Vrieselaar (2 ) 16
Noah Vrieselaar (2) 16
Arthur Wisse (2) 15
Joanna Wisse (2) 15
Lane Wisse (2) 14
Tonia Wisse (2) 15
Allyson Ymker 11
Cameron Ymker 15
Hannah Ymker (4) af
Janna Ymker (2) 5

9 Bibles were sent to Boliva  
this month. I made a mistake  
in counting the past two months. 
The correct total of the Bibles 
earned is 248 Bibles.

Answers to previous quizzes were received  
in August from:

 Letters to My  
Young Readers

 Welcome to our new members:  

Shannon Okken, Hannah Muis, and  

Matthew Vander Wiele.

         Love,

          Aunt LenaBeth

Hailey Bosch
You have already sent two Bibles to Bolivia, Hailey. 
That’s really wonderful. I’m happy that you have 
your new minister now, Hailey. I hope his preaching 
will be a blessing to your heart. Yes, that is very 
special, and yes, we have summer vacation here; 
we went camping for two nights in a state park.
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xyz Ministerial Calls
Extended:
To Rev. A.T. Al Chalabi of Brakel, the Nether-
lands, by the congregation of Brant County, 
Ontario, Canada.
To Rev. H. Hofman of Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
by the congregation of Grand Rapids (Covell 
Ave.), Michigan.
Declined:
By Rev. H. Hofman of Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
to the congregation of Sioux Center, Iowa.

xyz Pastoral Concerns
Due to increasing weakness associated with 
her advanced age of ninety-five, Mrs. S. 
Vergunst, widow of the late Rev. A. Vergunst, 
has been admitted to a care home in Kalama-
zoo, Michigan. She also suffered a fall which 
caused a break in her “good wrist.” This has 
increased her dependence on others for help 
in the cares of daily living. May the Lord 
remember, comfort, and strengthen her.  
May the promise in God’s Word be applied  
to her that the Lord will be a Husband to the 
widow and a Father to the fatherless. (Ed.)

xyz Obituaries
VAN SCHOTHORST, Dirkje (nee van Midden- 
dorp) – Age 88, August 30, 2020; Lethbridge, 
Alberta; Husband – Hendrik; Children – John 
& Ann, Evert & Kathy, Gerard & Denise, Peter 
& Brenda, Harry & Marieke, Jake & Natalie, 
Corina Ringelberg & Kees, Marja, Trudy  
van de Kraats & Art, Liz, Aalbert, Everhard; 
numerous grandchildren and great-grand-
children; Brother – Jacob van Middendorp; 
Sisters – Liesbeth Van de Bruinhorst, Eesje  
ter Keurst and Mary Foelkel. (Rev. E.C. Adams,  
Job 34:14-16.)

xyz NRC 2020 Synodical Meeting
As the calling church for the 2020 NRC Synod 
which was scheduled for later this year, the 
Beckwith, Grand Rapids, Michigan consistory 
has made the decision to cancel this meeting. 
Due to the closing of the border between the 
USA and Canada, neither Classis East nor Far 
West have been able to meet to elect delegates 
for the Synodical meeting. The Lord willing, 
the meeting will be rescheduled for September 
2021. It is hoped that the Classical meetings 
can be held in the Spring of 2021.

xyz Lynden, Washington NRC 
Begins Their Own School
For many years the children of the Lynden, 
Washington, congregation have attended the 
Timothy Christian School in Chilliwack, 
British Columbia. Due to the border closing, 
this has now become impossible. The Lynden 
church hopes to start their own school on 
September 14, 2020, so that their children may 
receive a Christian education. May the Lord 
favor this undertaking and add His indispen-
sable blessing.

xyz Fort Macleod NRC Sanctuary 
Dedication Postponed
The dedication service of the new sanctuary  
of the Fort Macleod NRC located in Alberta  
has been indefinitely postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. An update will be 
provided when the restrictions are lifted, D.V.

—The Fort Macleod NRC Consistory 

xyz 150th Anniversary of the
Beckwith Congregation of  
Grand Rapids, Michigan
The Lord willing, on Wednesday, October 28, 
2020, at 7 P.M., there will be a commemorative 
service in the First Netherlands Reformed 
Congregation, 1261 Beckwith NE, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, to remember the Lord’s 
faithfulness and mercy toward us for the past 
one-hundred-fifty years. This service will be 
combined with a Reformation Day service.

xyz Farewell Service of 
Rev. G.M. de Leeuw
The Lord willing, the tentative date for  
the farewell service preceding Rev. G.M  
de Leeuw’s departure from the Beckwith 
congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, is 
Wednesday, November 4, 2020, at 7:30 P.M.

xyz Installation and Inaugural 
Services for Rev. G.M. de Leeuw
We humble acknowledge the Lord for inclining 
the heart of His servant, Rev. G.M. de Leeuw, 
to accept the call from the congregation of 
Nobleford, Alberta. The Lord willing, the 
installation service will be held on Tuesday, 
November 24, 2020, at 2:00 P.M. The service 
will be conducted by his son, Rev. H. de 
Leeuw. Rev. G.M. de Leeuw hopes to preach 
his inaugural sermon that same evening at 
7:00 P.M. May the Lord graciously bless his 
labours in our congregation.

—The Nobleford NRC Consistory

50th Wedding Anniversary
The Lord willing, 

our dear parents, grandparents, 
and great-grandparents,

Ben & Mattie Bisschop
hope to commemorate their  
50th wedding anniversary 

on October 6, 2020.
“It is of the LORD’s mercies that we are not 

consumed, because His compassions fail not. 
They are new every morning: great is Thy 

faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22&23).
10220 Mcleod Road 

Chilliwack, BC V2P 6H4

xyz Education
CALVIN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 
COALHURST, ALBERTA, anticipates several 
vacancies for the 2020-2021 school year and 
welcomes applications for qualified teachers 
interested in any position, including:
  • Elementary teachers
  • Middle School (grades 6-8) teachers
  •  Secondary teachers (especially in high 

school English language arts and social 
studies/history, though teachers for  
other specialties are also invited)

  •  Learning support/Special Education 
teacher

  •  Trades/shop teachers (construction, 
 cabinetry, mechanics, welding).

 We would be grateful to welcome applica-
tions from competent, versatile, and dedicated 
teachers of any grade/age level, who also have 
a love for the truth which is according to 
 godliness and who are members of the NRC 
or a closely related denomination. All appli-
cants must be eligible for Alberta certification.  

News & Announcements

Anniversary and other announcements 
will be placed upon request. A donation 
for their placement would be appreciated. 
For consistency, size is limited. Please send 
your request to the managing  editor, Dr. E. 
Nieuwenhuis, whose address is shown 
inside the front cover. Requests for place-
ment should be made by the first of the 
month prior to the month of  publication.
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Should the Lord incline your heart to apply, 
please submit a cover letter with your resumé 
or CV to office@ccsschool.ca. For more 
 information about the vacancies, available 
immigration supports, or the application 
 process, please contact the principal,  
Mr. Marc Slingerland, at 403-381-3030 or  
marc.slingerland@ccsschool.ca.
EBENEZER CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 
SHEBOYGAN, WISCONSIN, is in urgent 
need of a teacher for the 2020-2021 school 
year. We have a very small, multigrade class-
room school. Certification is not required  
for this position although it would be helpful. 
Currently, the school board acts as principal 
with further oversight by the consistory. May 
this position and our need be bound upon 
someone’s heart to come over and help us. 
Any questions regarding this position and all 
interested applicants, please contact Randal 
Teunissen at 920-828-0225 or e-mail, 
rdteunissen@yahoo.com.
NETHERLANDS REFORMED CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL POMPTON PLAINS, NEW JERSEY

ADMINISTRATOR NEEDED
 The School Administrator will strive to 
direct the school according to the Word of God, 
the Three Forms of Unity, the Constitution of 
the Netherlands Reformed Christian School, 
the policies of the NRC School Board, and  
the regulations of the New Jersey Department 
of Education.
 The primary duty of the Administrator is to 
maintain productive relations with the school 
board, students, faculty and staff, parents and 
Community.
 The successful candidate should have the 
following qualifications:
  •  A strong desire to promote the spiritual 

and temporal welfare of the students;
  •  A clear vision of the purpose of Christian 

education and a desire to see it maintained 
in our present day;

  •  Be a male NRC member in good standing 
with a solid knowledge of the Scriptures 
and Reformed doctrines;

  •  Have a bachelor’s degree or higher in 
Education with a willingness to consider 
additional education as necessary;

  •  Be willing to travel as necessary for 
 educational conferences;

  •  Have good written and verbal communi-
cation skills and the ability to relate to 
people in all social capacities.

 For more information, or to apply for this 
position, please email nrcs_office@nrcsnj.org, 
contact John Van Der Brink at 973-628-7400, 
or contact Tim Mol at 973-204-5677.
NETHERLANDS REFORMED CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL, ROCK VALLEY/SIOUX CENTER, 
IOWA, is looking to fill openings for the 
2020-2021 school year. We have openings in 
grades 7-12: math and/or science, English/ 
language arts, literature, church history (grade 
8-9), and part-time computer technology. 

Some of these positions could be combined 
depending upon qualifications and experience. 
We are also seeking a music teacher to begin 
at any time. The focus of this position would 
be instrumental (grades 5-12 band/orchestra) 
along with other opportunities in K-12 music.
 Please contact the principal, Mr. Daniel 
Breuer, at 712-476-2821 or danbreuer@nrcsia.
org for further information. Visit www.nrcsia.
org to learn more about our school. Log in to 
the main site by registering as a new user and 
wait for approval.
PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL, 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, is accepting 
applications for possible openings for the 
2020-2021 school year. Interested 7-12 appli-
cants should send or email their resumés  
and/or questions to Mr. James Bazen,  
jbazen@plymouthchristian.us.
REHOBOTH CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 
NORWICH, ONTARIO, is currently accepting 
applications for an elementary leadership 
position, either as principal or a vice principal 
with the potential to assume a principal role 
in the future. We also continue to welcome 
applications from elementary and secondary 
teachers, or inquiries about out locally devel-
oped teaching program for those with a 
 bachelor’s degree. Please visit our website  
at www.rcsnorwich.com for more detailed  
information, or contact the director, Mr. John 
Heikoop, at director@rcsnorwich or 519-863-
2403, ext. 223. Please submit cover letters and 
resumes to hr@rcsnorwich.com.

Come 2 Carterton, New Zealand
PONATAHI CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Our long-standing principal is nearing his 
retirement and is considering his future.  

We are seeking expressions of interest for a 
successor. Please check out the exciting infor-

mation about our school, church, and local 
community by visiting our school website  

at www.ponatahi.school.nz (vacancies).  
For further information, please contact the 

Ponatahi Christian School Board of Trustees 
via email at come2carterton@gmail.

To All Candidates  
for Teacher Positions

Please visit advertising.nrcea.education 
for an up-to-date listing of job openings  
in NRCEA schools as well as links to the 
school websites for more information  
about the positions and the schools. When 
accessing the job bank on the NRCEA 
SharePoint, please use the following:
User Name:
 advertising@nrcea.education
Password: Schooljobs!

xyz The Banner of Truth in  
Audio Format
Monthly copies of the articles which appear 
in The Banner of Truth are available on 
MP3s and CDs for those who have reading 
difficulties such as poor vision. These MP3 
files are produced by a committee in 
Norwich, Ontario, with the support of the 
Norwich consistory, and they make the 
MP3 files available to the consistories of the 
end user. The consis tories then distribute 
the MP3s and CDs which are provided at 
no cost to the end user.
 To arrange for a free subscription, contact 
Mrs. Leona den Dekker at 519-403-5178 or 
ldendekker@rcsnorwich.com.
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O may the power which melts the rock
Be felt by all assembled here!
Or else our service will but mock
The God whom we profess to fear.

Lord, while Thy judgments shake the land,
Thy people’s eyes are fixed on Thee!
We own Thy just, uplifted hand
Which thousands cannot, will not see.

How long hast Thou bestowed Thy care
On this indulged, ungrateful spot;
While other nations, far and near, 
Have envied and admired our lot.

Here peace and liberty have dwelt,
The glorious gospel brightly shone;
And oft our enemies have felt
That God had made our cause His own.

But ah! both heaven and earth have heard
Our vile requital of His love!
We, whom like children He has reared,
Against His goodness rebels prove.

His grace despised, His power defied,
And legions of the blackest crimes,
Profaneness, riot, lust, and pride,
Are signs that mark the present times.

The Lord, displeased, has raised His rod;
Ah, where are now the faithful few
Who tremble for the Ark of God,
And know what Israel ought to do?

Lord, hear Thy people everywhere,
Who meet to mourn, confess, and pray;
The nation and Thy churches spare,
And let Thy wrath be turned away.
            — John Newton

“…and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field.” ISAIAH 40:6c

A Prayer for Our Nation
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