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See! the corn again in ear!
How the fields and valleys smile!
Harvest now is drawing near
To repay the farmer’s toil:
Gracious Lord, secure the crop,
Satisfy the poor with food;
In Thy mercy is our hope,
We have sinned, but Thou art good.

While I view the plenteous grain
As it ripens on the stalk;
May I not instruction gain,
Helpful, to my daily walk?
All this plenty of the field
Was produced from foreign seeds;
For the earth itself would yield
Only crops of useless weeds.

Though, when newly sown, it lay
Hid awhile beneath the ground,
(Some might think it thrown away,)
Now a large increase is found;
Though concealed, it was not lost,
Though it died, it lives again;
Eastern storms, and nipping frosts
Have opposed its growth in vain.

Let the praise be all the Lord’s,
As the benefit is ours!
He, in seasons, still affords
Kindly heat, and gentle flowers:
By His care the produce thrives,
Waving o’er the furrowed lands;
And when harvest-time arrives,
Ready for the reaper stands.

 Thus in barren hearts He sows
Precious seeds of heav’nly joy;*
Sin, and hell, in vain oppose,
None can grace’s crop destroy:
Threatened oft, though still it blooms,
After many changes past,
Death, the reaper, when he comes,
Finds it fully ripe at last.
          — John Newton
*Hosea 14:7; Mark 4:26-29

“…and we all do fade as a leaf.” ISAIAH 64:6b
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Meditation
A God-Glorifying Thanksgiving
Rev. J. den Hoed, Lynden, WA

“What shall I render unto the LORD for all His benefits 
toward me? I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon 
the name of the LORD. I will pay my vows unto the LORD 
now in the presence of all His people” (Psalm 116:12-14).

Psalm 116 is a psalm of David which was written toward  
  the end of his life. It was written when, because of his 
own guilt, he was banished from the temple and fleeing 
from his son Absalom. In that fleeing he became so low 
before God that when the enemy cursed him, David could 
say, “Let him alone, and let him curse; for the LORD hath 
bidden him. It may be that the Lord will look on my afflic- 
tion, and that the LORD will requite me good for his cursing 
this day.” The Lord did look upon His servant. It went 
through a deep way, for Absalom his son lost his life upon 
the battlefield. David came back to his home where, once 
again, he could go up to God’s house. There, a broken, 
humbled man was given true thanksgiving. “What shall  
I render unto the LORD for all His benefits?”
 Here we see a man who does not know what to do with 
all of the goodness of the Lord. What a wonder when one 
may have Thanksgiving as a broken, humbled person. 
There is never any good in me, but He, my God, is worthy 
to receive all honor and glory. “What shall I render unto  
the LORD?”
 In looking back upon the season which has passed, we 
see that it was the Lord who extended the day of grace for 
each one of us. It was the Lord who blessed our families  
so that there was food and clothing in abundance. It was 
the Lord who spared our lives when the pandemic raced 
through our country and communities. Many lives were 
taken, but we were spared. May you also say today, “What 
shall I render unto the LORD” for my restless heart which 
cannot miss the Lord anymore; for desires that cling to  
His throne of mercy and to have Him say in my heart that 
the way outside of me is open unto Christ? Is there longing 
to come into that spiritual ark and hear Him say, “Come 
unto the blood, unto the saving of your soul”? Oh, I want  
to hear my Saviour say once again, “I have graven thee upon 
the palms of My hands.” I want to approach God to thank 
Him in a right way.
 Does David really not know what to do with all the 
goodness of his God? Oh yes, by the grace of God he may 
know what he wants to do. David says, “I will take the cup 
of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD.”

 In our Bible the Lord speaks about the cup in different 
ways and at different times. There is the cup of suffering 
which Christ took in His holy hands. That cup was filled to 
the brim with our sins. When Christ took that cup in His 
hands, the precious Saviour was overcome by its awful 
contens, and He prayed, “Father, let this cup pass from Me, 
but not My will, but Thy will be done.” It was the Father’s 
will that the Mediator would empty that cup of salvation 
for all of God’s children. It is as if David says, “I will take that 
cup and praise the name of my God for the wonder of His 
grace.” With my empty hand will I take it up and taste the 
wonder of salvation obtained by Him who forever will be 
my Lord and Saviour. He may call upon the name of the 
Lord with the cup in his hand to draw near to the Lord.
 Is there ever a time for God’s children when they may 
draw near to the Lord—when they may bow before Him  
in holy adoration and call upon His name, and they may 
hear that the Lord will hear them because of Him who 
emptied that cup of sorrows? He is able to speak to my  
soul that He is my God for time and eternity.
 The season is passed; do you know of that cup of salva-
tion? May you lift it up with empty hands and a hungering 
heart? Now, do you want a Thanksgiving which ends in  
the Lord? “I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the 
presence of all His people.” Here we find a guilty, unworthy 
sinner but one who lies for God’s account. I will pay those 
vows because my Saviour paid for me, and God is satisfied 
with that offer. What a blessing if your Thanksgiving Day 
may be, “I will take up the cup of salvation and bring to the 
Lord what belongs to Him, a broken heart and a contrite 
spirit, and deep sorrow for the greatest blessing of all— 
the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ.”
 Here the devil has nothing to say, and the world makes 
no demands. Here a child of God may stand among all of 
God’s children and vow unto the Lord that He is my God 
for time and eternity. It is not because of anything in me, 
but because He came to seek a miserable rebel, one who 
never sought Him.
 We do not know what the past season has been for you, 
but we do know that the greatest riches are those which 
make us poor and needy at the throne of a wonder-doing 
God. It is hoped that your Thanksgiving may be a day 
where you may lift up the cup of salvation and call upon 
the name of the Lord, a God who has never sent away any 
of these beggars. p
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Daniel 5:1-12

Nebuchadnezzar gave a public testimony of the God  
   of Israel. The Lord will be glorified in His righteous 
judgments upon those who are disobedient to Him, who 
provoke Him, but He will also be honored in His mercy 
and love to those who fear Him. This we can also read in 
the chapter that speaks about Belshazzar and Daniel, the 
old servant of the Lord. We read in Psalm 37:37, “Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that 
man is peace.” He may be led through sorrows, griefs, 
riddles, strife, and the hatred of his enemies, but the end  
of that man is peace. Thus, it was once in the life of Jacob. 
However, the end of the ungodly is as Asaph described in 
Psalm 73:18, “Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: 
thou castest them down into destruction.” What is described 
in Daniel 5 took place about thirty years after what is 
mentioned in chapter 4. Nebuchadnezzar died and had 
several successors. Now Belshazzar is  mentioned as the 
king. He probably was the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar 
and reigned over a small portion of the Babylonian country.

A terrible feast
 Although the enemies, the Medes and Persians, were 
near and threatened the overturn of his country, Belshazzar 
made a feast “to a thousand of his lords.” What carelessness 
and indifference were shown in this event; the king was 
feasting while the enemy was besieging the city. However, 
this is also the spirit of many in our days. “Let us eat and 
drink and be merry, for tomorrow we will die.” Daniel had 
been forgotten, which indicates that the Word of God had 
no authority in Belshazzar’s dominion. It is also a picture  
of our days. God’s Word is placed aside, and sin breaks 
through and may not even be called sin anymore. This is 
rather a time to listen to what the Lord says in Joel 2:17, 
“Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between 
the porch and the altar, and let them say, spare Thy people, 
O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the 
heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say 
among the people, where is their God?”
 The feast was held in a large room about nearly two 
hundred feet long and sixty feet wide as has been discovered 
by archeologists. In this large banquet hall, the king and  
his most renowned men of state were settled in an elevated 
place. They drank much wine; the young king, being over 
courageous, lifted his glass, and the others joined in the 
honor of their king. Then Belshazzar even dared to command  
the vessels of gold and silver which were taken out of the  

temple of the house of God in Jerusalem to be brought to 
the banquet hall. This was plainly an act of open defiance, 
calculated to insult the God of Israel. No, not the vessels  
of the idols of Syria or Egypt, but God was blasphemed  
by the feasting company. They drank wine and praised the 
manmade items of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and 
stone. These are six different materials, but six is the 
number of the world which is destined for judgment and 
hostile to God. What foolishness is evident in this open 
provocation of the Lord.
 The Persians were before the city. Belshazzar just reigned 
over a little piece of his nation. The enemy soldiers were 
already digging tunnels under the walls of the city while 
Belshazzar, in the last night of his life, mocked the living 
God. Being in the greatest danger, this feasting company 
acted merry as though they would never die and there was 
no enemy before the gate, but how is our life? Also, for us, 
any moment, the messenger of death may come, yet we  
live as though we will not die. How many are seeking the 
pleasures of the world with its vanities while God’s judg-
ments are near and His heavy hand is upon the nation?
 God’s people also know a feast, but it is different.  
Therein God is honored and praised and true joy experi-
enced. Psalm 4:7, “Thou hast put gladness in my heart more 
than in the time that their corn and their wine increased.” 
Sometimes, God’s child may taste joy even before the gates 
of death. We read in Psalm 36:8, “They shall be abundantly 
satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make 
them drink of the river of thy pleasures.” How terrible is  
the sin of Belshazzar and his men in misusing the holy 
vessels in their feast to the honor of their gods. You might 
say, we will never do so, but how is it at our weddings or 
other gatherings? Do we then honor our God? In that 
respect, the heathens put us to shame. They openly confess 
who their gods are. The feast of Belshazzar will be of short 
duration. God is omniscient, and He will manifest His dis- 
pleasure with what is happening in this ungodly company.

Fear
 We read in verse 5, “In the same hour came forth fingers 
of a man’s hand, and wrote over against the candlestick 
upon the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace: and the 
king saw the part of the hand that wrote.” It was so unex-
pected; their feast was interrupted. When the king saw the 
part of the hand that wrote, “the joints of his loins were 
loosed, and his knees smote one against another.” He was 
extremely frightened; he saw the finger of God, just the  

The Life of Daniel (9)
Rev. C. Vogelaar, Clifton, NJ

Bible Study
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finger. What is it, then, when the Lord manifests His mighty 
arm? He comes with His judgments upon those who 
provoke Him to anger. That is what we all do, day by day; 
we continue to sin in spite of all the warnings and callings 
that come to us. We are not better than Belshazzar and  
his lords.
 The finger of God is evident in disasters, earthquakes, 
wildfires, flooding, famines, wars, and deaths. It is also 
evident in the results of the coronavirus. How many have 
lived, or are still living in fear? Yes, we may well be afraid. 
However, it is not the tender fear of God but a slavish fear 
of death and misery that makes many people troubled. 
Who of us is asking, what is God saying with this? This is 
but a finger of God. What will it be when we stand before 
the countenance of the living God? This finger only writes; 
it does not even touch the king, but what will it be if we 
have to appear before God while we are still unconverted? 
May this finger point to us, as it once did to David, with  
the message of the prophet, “Thou 
art the man.” May we learn to read 
this writing and flee unto the Lord 
before it is forever too late.

Seeking the interpretation
 Nobody understood this writing. 
The wisemen of the nation were 
called. Everyone waited in silence 
for the scholars who had to now 
explain the few letters, the word of 
God. However, they were unable. 
Human wisdom was unable to  
give the right interpretation of the 
word of God. Thus it is also today. 
The Lord Jesus, after He had thanked the Father, said that 
He “had hid these things from the wise and the prudent, 
but revealed them unto babes.” No, we may not despise 
knowledge, if it only may be knowledge with an inheritance, 
that is, with the enlightening of the Holy Spirit. Otherwise, 
our knowledge is but foolishness. Psalm 2:4, “He that 
sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them 
in derision.” God alone has the key of the house of David. 
He opens and none can shut, He shuts and none will open.
 While there was great fear in this banquet hall, the queen, 
daughter of Nebuchadnezzar, came into the banquet house. 
Perhaps, she had not been present at the banquet as a 
protest against the foolishness and indifference of her son. 
She spoke about a man “in thy kingdom, in whom is the 
spirit of the holy gods, and in the days of thy father light 

and understanding and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods, 
was found in him.” The queen seemed to have a suitable 
remedy for the precarious situation. She brought to mind  
a man who had been forgotten, who had been highly 
respected in the days of Nebuchadnezzar. Now in this  
time of great need, he had to come; he had the wisdom  
of God. Of this man the queen said, “Now let Daniel be 
called, and he will shew the interpretation.”
 We can imagine that holy anger and indignation filled 
Daniel when he was brought into the banquet hall and 
viewed the mockery with the holy things. Daniel spoke 
with freedom. He would make himself free by speaking of 
the history of Nebuchadnezzar’s pride and how the Lord 
had humbled him. You knew that, Belshazzar, yet you did 
not humble your heart. Oh, what will it be to have known 
the way, but to not have walked in it? We must say again, 
we are not better than Belshazzar. It is a blessing if God’s 
servants of old, also our forefathers, are not forgotten 

although we may fear that by 
many they are forgotten. Yet, even 
if we remember them and we 
know the truth, do we walk in it? 
The Lord says to us so urgently, 
“This is the way, walk ye in it.” 
There is but one way in which  
the judgments of the Lord can  
be turned away from a nation,  
a church, and ourselves—that is, 
when we humble ourselves 
before Him, confess our sins in 
truth, and repent of them—when 
we believe His Word and learn  
to flee from the wrath to come.

 The enemy was at the gate of Babylon, yet we do not 
know how near the messenger of death may be for us.  
We also reject the Word of the living God when He so 
earnestly beseeches us to be reconciled with Him. The sin 
of Belshazzar was that he did not glorify God. This is a sin 
of omission. He cannot be excused; he knew it. Has the 
honor and glory of God ever become our concern and 
desire? There is One who has glorified God most perfectly. 
He never sought His own honor. He has a people that by 
His renewing grace, may again yearn to know Him, serve 
Him, and glorify Him. “Whosoever honoreth me, him will  
I honor.” That will be the blessed portion of all those who 
bow before this gracious, faithful King to serve Him. p

(To be continued)

“Wine takes away the heart” (Hosea 4:11); it is an inflamer of lust.  
As Satan entered in the sop, so often in the cup.

—Thomas Watson

The Lord says to us so urgently,  
“This is the way, walk ye in it.”  

There is but one way in which the 
 judgments of the Lord can be turned 

away from a nation, a church, and 
ourselves—that is, when we humble 

ourselves before Him, confess our sins  
in truth, and repent of them— 

when we believe His Word and learn  
to flee from the wrath to come.
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“Nevertheless, He left not Himself without witness,  
in that He did good, and gave us rain from heaven,  
and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and 
 gladness” (Acts 14:17).

Consider the work of God

We here meet Paul and Barnabas on their first mission- 
   ary journey in Lycaonia, where they preached the 
gospel in the cities of Lystra and Derbe. In faithfulness  
and love they pointed out to the heathen the work of God. 
In the name of the Lord they confirmed the words which 
they spoke by signs and wonders.
 A lame man had been wonderfully healed, and the people 
were amazed because of the wonders which had taken place. 
They wanted to honor Paul and Barnabas as gods. Paul, 
they called Mercurius, and Barnabas they called Jupiter, 
and they wanted to sacrifice peace offerings and thank 
offerings unto them. Paul and Barnabas were filled with 
alarm when they heard and saw what these people wanted 
to do; they rent their clothes and they ran in among them, 
crying out, “We also are men of  
like passions with you.” In other 
words, “This was not our work, not 
our wisdom, not our power which 
brought about this miracle. It was 
all and only the work of the living 
God, who made heaven and earth.”
 Dear readers, if we know our 
own heart and the time in which 
we live, then in the reactions of 
these heathens we can see that our 
heart and life is not much better. 
The twentieth century is the 
century of man. It is the century  
of technical science and machines. 
Nothing appears to be too difficult 
for man. It appears that all things 
are in his hand. The laurel crowns are laid at his feet. We 
bring offerings to the thoughts and abilities of man, and we 
no longer have a place for God. We are all in danger of 
joining in the singing of praise and honor to man, “Is this 
not this great Babylon that I have built?”
 This was not the case with Paul and Barnabas. They see 
the danger in which they are. How easy it would have  
been to permit themselves to be honored. How often we 
are captured in the snares of the Evil One so that we take 
pleasure in honor. Paul and Barnabas point away from 
themselves. They point upward to the living God.

 “God has not left Himself without witness.” Must that 
not be our confession at the end of this season? The fields 
filled with all kinds of vegetation are not the work of man, 
but God has revealed Himself there. Because of sin the 
earth must bring forth thorns and thistles, but it is a wonder 
of God’s goodness that He has brought food forth out of 
the earth. The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys 
also are covered over. From heaven, God has not left 
Himself without witness. He gave rain, wind, cold, and 
heat. “He spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it 
stood fast.” Oh, how mercifully has the Lord provided.
 The house in which we live, the clothes which we wear, 
the bread which we eat, are not the fruit of our diligence 
and wisdom but gifts from above. The Lord in His common 
goodness and longsuffering has sustained and spared us, 
has cared for us, and borne with us. Do we take notice of 
the Lord’s hand in all of these things? Oh, count the bless-
ings with which the Lord appears before us from day to 
day—in the family, at school, and in our daily life.
 Stand still for a moment and consider what the Lord has 

given. He has provided not only 
for our bodies but also for our 
souls. He has not left Himself 
without witness, in that He did 
good unto us. The Lord has fol- 
lowed after us with His precious 
Word. God’s Word may still be 
freely heard at school, in the 
families, in catechism classes, 
and in the church. The Lord has 
not yet removed the candlestick 
of His Word from us; His Word  
is still proclaimed, and the sacra- 
ments may still be administered. 
Also, in these, the Lord has not 
left Himself without witness.
 He has cordially invited us  

to come unto Him and to cast all of our cares upon Him.  
He has urgently admonished us to forsake the paths of sin 
and of self-righteousness. How often the Lord has piped 
with the gospel and mourned unto us. Have we danced  
and lamented?
 Oh, how many temporal and spiritual benefits the Lord 
has granted us, doing good. “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning.” Have we seen His hand and bowed 
ourselves in humility of heart, giving Him the honor?  

Thanksgiving
Rev. H. Hofman, Sr. (1931-2007)

From Our Inheritance

Oh, how many temporal and spiritual 
benefits the Lord has granted us,  

doing good. “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, with 

whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning.” Have we seen His hand and 
bowed ourselves in humility of heart, 

giving Him the honor? Have we cried out 
with Jacob, “I am not worthy of the least 

of all the mercies, and of all the truth 
shown unto me, a poor sinner”?
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Have we cried out with Jacob, “I am not worthy of the least 
of all the mercies, and of all the truth shown unto me, a 
poor sinner”? Has the goodness of the Lord led thee to 
repentance? If with all the benefits which the Lord gives us, 
we have served the lust of the flesh, then one day all of these 
benefits shall testify against us. Yes, the Lord has not left 
Himself without witness.
 He has also revealed Himself in His judgments. It is 
evident that the Lord has a controversy with the inhabitants 
of the earth. We hear of wars, earthquakes, and disasters in 
various places. We hear of the threat of the fearful sickness 
of AIDS which has spread over almost the entire world. 
{Today the world is being ravaged by the COVID-19 virus. 
Ed.} Are not all these things a sign that the Lord also does 
not leave Himself without witness in a life of sin? Shall He 
that formed the eye, shall He not see? The Lord sees when 
men place themselves above God, and He visits them  
with bitter punishments. Should we not take notice of the 
smiting hand of the Lord and, as Nineveh did, humble 
ourselves in dust and ashes, begging the Lord that He will 
be gracious unto us and our children for Christ’s sake?
 “O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the LORD.”  
“The lion hath roared, who will not fear?” It is not yet too 
late. The Lord waits and still postpones the revelation of 
His full wrath, but if we serve the world, sin, and the lusts 
of the flesh with the rich gifts which the Lord has granted 
us, we can expect nothing else than that the blessing shall 
be changed into a curse. Therefore, “while He proffers peace 

and pardon, let us hear His voice today; lest if we our hearts 
should harden, we should perish in the way.”
 It has yet pleased the Lord to do good, filling our hearts 
with food and gladness. This is a different gladness from  
the gladness of the world. It is a spiritual joy in the Lord.  
If we observe how the Lord has provided and upon whom 
He has bestowed all His care, we must bow in the dust with 
shame. Then we confess our sins, guilt, and shortcomings, 
our foolishness and unworthiness. We have sinned away  
all blessings, and we bow our knees beside David and plead, 
“Wash me, make me pure within; cleanse O cleanse me 
from my sin.”
 If we may receive God’s blessings in such a frame, all these 
benefits become greater because they are bestowed upon 
such unworthy creatures. Then from Zion’s gates we hear 
sweet strains of praises swelling to Israel’s mighty Lord. “Not  
unto us, O God of heaven, but unto Thee be glory given.” 
The Lord is great, and we are nothing but dust and ashes. 
Then our hearts are filled with a spiritual joy in the Lord.
 Thank offerings are not then expected from ourselves, 
for we are not only humble supplicants for undeserved bless- 
ings but also humbly give thanks in Christ Jesus. In the 
dust of humiliation, we may look upward unto the praying 
and thanking High Priest, who always stands at the right 
hand of the Father with His blood for thankless thankers.
 We thank, not only for temporal blessings, but in our 
hearts we sing, “Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable 
gift.” p

Doctrinal Studies
Separating Preaching (5)
Rev. A. Moerkerken, Capelle a/d Ijssel, the Netherlands

Objections against separating preaching

We have now come to discuss some of the objections  
   that have been raised over time against a separating 
preaching. We have now seen what separating preaching is; 
we tried to show that its roots lie in Scripture and confes-
sion; we pointed out that this preaching is still found in our 
country where the influence of the Nearer Reformation  
can be seen. Now we want to face some objections and try 
to formulate an answer. The difficulty is that the opponents 
are many and the objections are very distinct. We, there-
fore, want to reduce the objections to three.

First objection: Separating preaching would  
be unscriptural.
 This is quite an objection! If this were true, we would 
have to distance ourselves from the separating way in the 
preaching, however dear it may be to us, but is it true?  
The background to this objection is often that one no 
longer wants to see the preaching as an explanation and 
application of God’s Word. That is how our old, reformed 
theologians have always described the preaching. Today, 
however, very different descriptions of the preaching have 
been sought. Now men are not so much against the expla-
nation but rather against the application of it. Of course, 
they say, the Word must be explained. That explanation 
must even be very extensive. Furthermore, the preacher 
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must address the congregation with the call to faith; he must 
sharply emphasize the downside of faith, the sin of unbelief. 
Above all, it is said, the minister should not address his 
congregation in terms such as children of God, concerned 
ones, unconverted ones, etc.
 How is he supposed to address his congregation then? 
To this question various answers are given, but one thing 
becomes clear: the address of the congregation, yea, the 
whole preaching is strongly determined by the view one 
has of the covenant. One would rather see the church as 
the covenant congregation, whose members are addressed 
as covenant people, rather than separating them in regard 
to state and standing. Then one gets that easy talk about we 
and us, to which the title of these articles refers. It is clear 
that a minister’s view on the covenant is decisive for the 
way in which he addresses the congregation.
 A critical approach to the separating and distinctive 
preaching is usually accompanied with criticism of the old 
writers, with whom we find this way of preaching so clearly. 
For early representatives of the Nearer Reformation such  
as Taffin and Teellinck, there is still appreciation, but later 
representatives as Schortinghuis are considered to have 
slidden far back from the track of the Reformation. Comrie 
and Holtius usually went completely astray. They would 
have elevated scholasticism to be the throne in the church. 
They would have made a system of the way of conversion 
and a scheme of the preaching—reproaches, which sound 
all too familiar to us today! I fear that people who speak in 
this way often forget that our old writers were generally 
skilled exegetics, excellent scholars in Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin; that they possessed a knowledge of the writings of 
the reformers, especially Calvin’s, (of ) which our knowledge 
is considered very insignificant; that they often excelled in 
a godliness that has become scarce today; that they generally 
and with great certainty regarded the Covenant of Grace as 
governed by God’s election; that they have also studied the 
question of how the apostles addressed their congregations.
 After all, this question is a crucial one: how did the 
apostles consider their congregations? Where, our adver-
saries ask, did they actually separate among God’s children, 
concerned ones, and unconverted ones? Where do they 
make such a distinction among the different standings in 
the life of grace as happens in the separating preaching? 
Indeed, after fleeting research, the apostles did not seem  
to do so. Next, they stigmatize the separating preaching 
with the worst mark imaginable: unscriptural!
 Is this correct? No! Did the apostles not draw the great 
dividing line between death and life through their congre-
gations then? Did they really think that this dividing line 
was just drawn along the church wall only, between 
churchgoer and worldling?

Van Diesbach
 We will just have to look into their epistles. Texts such  
as 1 John 3:1, 1 Corinthians 10:1-12, Hebrews 6:4-8, James 
2:14-26, and others speak for themselves There we read 
about matters within the congregations. Apart from the 
fact that in the apostolic epistles we do not have sermons 
but letters in front of us (preaching a sermon and writing  
a letter is not the same), it is not a matter of doubt that the 
apostles have drawn the dividing line in their preaching 
and that they have acknowledged and taught the standings 
in spiritual life. If you want to delve into the way in which 
the apostles have considered their congregations, you should 
check out the Preface in the well-known Keurstoffen 
[Choice Sermons] by Smytegelt. This preface is about  
‘The necessity of a serious and distinctive way of preaching’ 
and was written by Johannes van Diesbach, (a member of 
the Reformed Congregation of ‘s-Gravenhage). A single 
quote makes Van Diesbach’s intention clear: “Indeed, it is 
hard to understand or believe how, among the orthodox,  
a general way of preaching in which all the listeners are 
identified, addressed, and treated as good Christians, is 
being considered apostolic; and on the contrary a distinctive 
and serious way of preaching in which all the listeners are 
seen as converted and unconverted ones, as dead and 
living ones, as children of God and children of the devil, 
and thus also addressed and treated, is condemned and 
sought as unseemly.’
 Van Diesbach also deals with the question which currently 
concerns us. “It is said that a distinct way of preaching is 
contrary to the actions of the apostles in their epistles, in 
which they address and treat the congregations in general 
as true Christians.” With five arguments, Van Diesbach then 
shows that the apostles have indeed preached in a distinc-
tive way. This is not the place to closely follow his extensive 
argument. Most of our readers may own a copy of Smyte-
gelt’s Choice Sermons (this book is only available in 
Dutch—tr.). One should take the effort to examine Van 
Diesbach’s argument for a separating preaching. He also 
refutes the accusation that a separating preaching would  
be contrary to the nature of love (which does not condemn 
the neighbor). Van Diesbach ends his argument with a 
rejection of the (still) much-heard objection, that a  
separating preaching would drive people to despair. p

(The second and third objections will be expanded in the  
next issue of The Banner of Truth, the Lord willing.)

(To be continued)

Make us more dead to the world, and separate in spirit from it.
—William Tiptaft
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Questions from Our Readers
Rev. H. Hofman, Kalamazoo, MI

Questions & Answers

There are two questions regarding the future of Israel 
which have been waiting for an answer. I would like to 
summarize both questions and combine them.
Are we praying against our own salvation when we pray for 
the conversion of the Jews? When the Lord returns to the 
Jews, will the door of the ark not be closed for the Gentiles?
Why must we specifically pray for the Jews? What does it 
mean that they are the beloved for the fathers’ sake?

Regarding the place and future of the Jews in the doctrine  
  of the last things there are different opinions held by 
respected and sound theologians. Within the confines of 
just one page or two it is impossible to discuss and evaluate 
all that has been written concerning this subject. For those 
who want to study the different opinions I would like to 
recommend the book by Rev. Sonnevelt, God’s Way with 
Israel as well as What Our Fathers Said about Israel by  
Rev. J.M.D. de Heer. Both books are available in an English 
translation. I have used these books to formulate an  
answer to the questions at hand.
 The first question refers to the end of Romans 11:25  
and the beginning of Romans 11:26 “until the fullness of  
the Gentiles be come in … And so all Israel shall be saved.”  
If I understand the person asking this question well, I sense 
a genuine concern: will a future mass conversion of the 
Jews actually hinder or even usher in the closing of the 
door of salvation for the Gentiles? What if we and our 
children still are unconverted? Is there, then, no more hope? 
Truly, ought we not to be reluctant to pray for that moment? 
The answer, I believe, is that if indeed the Lord has a time 
of a rich outpouring of grace in store for the Jews, it will 
not mean that the door will be closed for the Gentiles.  
It will be a time of revival for both Jew and Gentile.
 As I just stated, the purpose, here, is not to discuss a 
future conversion of the Jews but rather whether it is 
possible that at some point in the future a door will close 
for the one while it will open for another. The answer can 
be clear: there is one door and one dispensation of grace.  
A quote by Rev. Bernard Smytegelt, I think, summarizes it 
all: “At that occasion, when the fullness of the Gentiles shall 
come in, I will also be mindful of My ancient people, the 
Jews; new life shall spring forth as out of the dead; and so 
all Israel shall be saved.” I think the word also is crucial 
here; therefore, I highlighted it. This, of course, does not 
take away the sad historical fact that the Lord can remove 
His candlestick from one place and establish it somewhere 
else. Think only of the churches of Asia Minor and what  
is left of those churches today.

 Now, before I continue with the other question, I would 
like to make an additional observation. I sense something 
of an anxious concern in the person posing this question.  
If we and our children are yet…unconverted…yes, that 
truly is a deep concern. Is it so? I have received several 
questions over the past years which deal with the respons-
ibility of man over against God’s sovereignty. What a 
struggle this can be in serious-minded souls. My answer  
to you would be: let us not pry so much into mysteries of 
the future. Rather, remember that now is the day of salva-
tion, today if you hear the Lord’s voice, harden not your 
heart. I often think of what I heard my late father say on 
more than one occasion: “The day of grace reaches as far  
as today.” Let that thought spur us on to an urgent seeking 
while the Lord is to be found, and to call upon Him while 
He is near (Isaiah 55:6&7). To think of tomorrow instead  
of today when it concerns the day of grace is already a 
postponing for which there is no biblical ground. The 
Apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 6:2b “behold, now is 
the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”
 The second question refers to why the Jews are con-
sidered the beloved for the fathers’ sake. Do the Jews 
possess something that makes them more qualified? Are 
they still today closer to grace than the Gentiles even after 
everything that happened at Golgotha and Pentecost?  
Also, here, we must answer “no.” Our Dutch Marginal 
Notes give a clear explanation. “That is, seeing God hath 
chosen this nation out of all other for His people and still 
hath His elect among them.” For the sake of the fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, for the sake of the solemn oath 
which God has sworn unto them, they still remain (even  
as enemies of grace) beloved because of God’s free and 
sovereign covenant mercies shown to these patriarchs.  
It proves that Jehovah’s truth will stand forever, and His 
covenant-bonds He will not sever!
 Dear reader, there is a deep thought in this. First, their 
being beloved is not a fruit of their labor. With the Lord 
there is no respect of persons. The Jews, just like the 
Gentiles, are enemies of God and grace, by nature, but  
God mercifully shows His grace and way of salvation for 
His covenant’s sake. Secondly, let us, then, as Gentiles not 
despair of God’s mercy, for if the Lord is merciful to His 
own covenant people who rejected the Messiah, shall He 
then not be gracious unto us and our children for that same 
covenant’s sake? There lie the ground and the hope in these 
latter days and in the midst of a perishing world. We firmly 
believe that God’s covenant in the Old Testament is the 
same covenant in the New Testament, and may the God  
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of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob be pleased to remember that 
covenant and draw the line further, from generation to 
generation. It behooves us to ask to learn to plead for that 
same grace which both Jew and Gentile need.

   The Lord is just, His grace wide as the ocean;
   In boundless mercy He fulfils His Word.
                —Psalter 426:3 p

Please send your questions to Rev. H. Hofman, 112 Pratt Road, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001, or hofman@premieronline.net.

When Does a Person Receive a Soul?
Rev. B. Labee, Veenendaal, the Netherlands
(Translated from De Saambinder, August 5, 2020)

Does a person receive a soul at the time of conception  
or at birth?

Soul and body

We have condensed several questions about this topic  
   to lead to the question above. Next time, we hope  
to consider some questions about the eternal destiny of 
unborn or newborn babies who die in infancy.
 Many answers to the question as to when a person’s life 
receives a soul have been put forth. Some people believe 
the soul originates at conception; others think that the soul 
must be considered at some point of the embryo’s growth 
in the mother’s womb. From the Holy Scriptures, we must 
conclude that God works creatively at the fruitful coming 
together of husband and wife. From the very beginning 
then, we wish to speak about human life.
 This is in contrast to the modern thought, which dares 
to call the beginning of human life, a “bit of tissue.” Then 
the step to the “morning-after-pill,” or even “abortion,” or 
the murder of an unborn life becomes very small.
 God creates a person by means of conception. He creates 
all of the many properties that a human life consists of—
the whole person. When and how the soul is created by our 
Creator is a secret which has been hidden from us by God. 
We do not believe that we may try to unravel that mystery 
with our human understanding because then we would  
be out of our place.

Two in one
 The title above is clearly revealed in God’s Holy Word. 
There is a unity between the soul and body and at the same 
time a difference. In Matthew 10:28, we read, “And fear not 
them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: 
but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell.”
 The soul is more important than the body, and it remains 
in existence after separation by death, but, at the same time, 

the soul asks for reunion with the body. When Paul writes 
to the church of Philippi about the Saviour, Jesus Christ,  
we hear him say longingly, “Who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, 
according to the working whereby He is able even to 
subdue all things unto himself.”
 Our book of comfort, the Heidelberg Catechism, also 
speaks of this unity of soul and body, for example, in Lord’s 
Day 22: Question and Answer 57: What comfort doth the 
“resurrection of the body” afford thee?
 “That not only my soul after this life shall be immediately 
taken up to Christ its head; but also, that this my body, 
being raised by the power of Christ, shall be reunited with 
my soul, and made like unto the glorious body of Christ.”
 It is remarkable how easily or how casually people talk 
about a “miscarriage.” Is that possibly the result of an 
incorrect understanding of the distinction between body 
and soul?
 The Lord has not revealed to us how we should consider 
that “life.” We do know that He can work wonderfully before 
birth. In the history of Elizabeth and Mary (Luke 1), we 
read about some remarkable things: “the babe leaped in her 
womb” (verse 41). Therefore, it is the responsibility, besides 
other things, of couples who “know” of life in the womb  
to ask the Lord not only to complete the beginning of this 
new life but, also, to look upon it in the Surety and Saviour 
of sinners.
 May they speak as David did in Psalm 22:9&10: “But 
Thou art He that took me out of the womb: Thou didst 
make me hope when I was upon my mother’s breasts. I was 
cast upon Thee from the womb: Thou art my God from  
my mother’s belly.”
 May the Lord give us such mothers (and fathers) as that 
unknown mother of David, who, apparently, was given to 
wrestle for the expected life. What a wonder when children, 
who are by nature children of wrath, are viewed in the 
Child Jesus and may be children of the Lord. p
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The doctor listened closely and then turned back to the  
  patient whom he again examined and then left the 
home. When he returned the next morning, he went to 
Louise and asked her if she remembered some time when 
her father was known to walk in his sleep.
 Louise began to laugh, and said, “Doctor, I can tell you 
some funny stories about that. It happened more than once 
while my dear mother was still living, that he got up during 
the night, got dressed, and went to his office where he 
would handle some papers, and move them from one place 
to another, after which he would go back to bed, and would 
not recall any of what had happened the next morning. 
Our doctor, who has since passed away, treated my father, 
and since that time I have not heard any more about it.”
 The doctor said that it was quite possible that the riddle 
was about to be solved, but he recommended that nothing 
be said about this to Mr. Vroon. When Mr. Vroon recovered 
from his present illness, the doctor wished to counsel  
him further.
 When Mr. Vroon had recovered from his illness, and had 
resumed his normal work routine, the doctor visited him 
again and he called to mind the conversations about the 
missing money. He said that he did not think that the 
shortages would impoverish Mr. Vroon, but he could not 
say with certainty that the situation had not had a detri-
mental influence upon him. He advised Mr. Vroon to ask 
his intended son-in-law if he would be so kind to give his 
services and to watch his office for several nights, for he 
was of the understanding that someone in his household 
was taking the money.
 Mr. Vroon said that he did not suspect anyone in his 
household, not his old house servant nor his two maids, 
and it had cost him enough sorrow that he had suspected 
Carl, and that the poor young man had fallen into misery 
because of it. “But,” he mentioned, “at one time or another  
I will make restitution for it.”

 Let us return to Carl. Since he had lost the favor of his 
fellow man, he also came to see that he missed the favor  
of God. Although the first was painful, the second was 
unbearable for the young man so that he accepted his own 
death sentence. He continued in prayer and to look for a 
means to escape the dread punishment and to be restored 
again into God’s favor.
 The Lord looked down in mercy upon the poor young 
man. The way of deliverance was opened for him; he was 
led to believe that although all which was of him was 
condemnable, Christ had carried all of his sins upon the 
cross. With joy visible in his glistening eyes and while a 
heavenly glow was visible on his face, he came to his mother 
and said that the Lord had forgiven him all of his sins. He 
stated that he had been reinstated into God’s favor and had 
been accepted as His child. It now made little difference to 
him what men thought of him when he knew what the Lord 
thought of him, and that all of the misery which had come 
over him had worked for his good. “And,” he said, “even if  
I have to beg for my bread it would not hinder me, for  
now I have Jesus, and I have enough for time and eternity.”
 Although his mother has shed many tears of sorrow and 
pain because of the terrible storms of life which had passed 
over her child, now there were other tears, tears of joy and 
happiness because her child was saved for eternity. This joy 
caused all of the other burdens to fall from her shoulders, 
and it was as if a new life began for her.
 Three months after Carl had come to the consciousness 
of his state, while he and his mother were engrossed in 
some reading, the doorbell rang. It was Mr. Vroon’s old 
servant who came with the message asking that Carl would 
come to see his former employer that evening at 8 o’clock. 
Mother and son looked at each other in silence, and they 
did not know what to think about the invitation. The fact 
that his conscience was clear was therefore also the cause 
that Carl could go to his former employer’s home without 
hesitation. p

(To be continued)

Storms of Life (4)
Author Unknown
(Translated from “The Friend of Old and Young”)

For Young and Old

The providence of God is like a Hebrew word— 
it can only be read backwards.

—John Flavel
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Commentary
Truth or Falsehood
C.S.L. Janse, Apeldoorn, the Netherlands
(Translated from De Saambinder, September 10, 2020)

The coronavirus has made people more susceptible to  
all types of conspiracy theories.

The world of today is both confusing and complicated  
  although not any different from years ago and likely  
to remain this way. A confusion of difficult to understand 
political, social, and economic forces influence the way 
business is conducted, both nearby and far away. There are 
times that things happen which nearly no one sees coming.
 People continuously seek to state things for their per-
sonal benefit, but that is often done in a less than candid 
manner. They will, however, often try to camouflage such 
behavior. There are many opinions which do not agree with 
each other, and people accuse each other of not telling the 
truth. The falsehood is often presented as being the truth, 
while in the church and in society the truth is obscured  
and eyed with suspicion.
 We can find many examples of this in the Bible. The Bible 
also teaches us that since the Fall in Paradise, there is a spir- 
itual strife present upon the earth, “because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour” (1 Peter 5:8b). He is the father of lies (John 8:44).  
The Heidelberg Catechism (question 112) labels lying and 
deception, therefore, as the personal works of the devil.

Conspiracy theories
 Lately our attention is drawn to all types of conspiracy 
theories where bizarre explanations are confidently presented 
as facts. According to such “explanations,” suspected persons 
and dangerous organizations are already busy in secret to 
lay out their plans. This is all stated for the benefit of the 
common man who frequently is unaware of any danger.
 This is not new. It has also happened in the past. Then it 
frequently concerned anti-Semitic thoughts whereby men 
accused the Jews of seeking to rule the world with their 
cunning and financial wizardry. Also, today, all types of 
anti-Semitic conspiracy theories are making the rounds.  
In these theories, Jews are often pictured as a danger to 
society. Besides the fact that this consists of a gathering of 
lies and untruths, such theories are also dangerous. In his 
day, Hitler joined himself to these movements, and there 
were many Germans who believed that the Jews were  
their mortal enemies.

Corona crisis
 The present corona crisis has made many people more 
susceptible to all sorts of conspiracy theories. People feel 
threatened by something which is secretive. They feel 
confined in their freedom of movement and also in their 

involvement in society, and the end is not yet in sight.  
How could something like this take place?
 The realization that God rules the world and stands 
above all things has totally disappeared in the minds of 
many. It is for this reason that the explanation for all of 
these things is sought in other places. The one states that 
the electro-magnetic waves of the new 5G towers have 
caused the coronavirus. Others assert that it lies upon the 
conscience of the very wealthy Bill Gates who, with the 
new vaccines he would develop, would amass even more 
money. It is also of great significance that all types of 
conspiracy theories are spread rapidly and easily by the 
modern media. In an earlier day that had to be done by 
means of books and newspapers or by word of mouth. 
Now, every fool who feels his own importance can place 
and spread his ideas on the Internet and social media  
and gather a group of followers around him.

Evil practices
 Additionally, we must realize that all kinds of evil practices 
take place in this world which cannot endure the light of 
day, and therefore are practiced or developed in secret. The 
Bible does not paint a very positive picture of fallen man. 
Even our rulers can evolve into evil powers (Revelation 13).
 It is not inconceivable that the great world powers are 
busying themselves with the development of biological 
weapons. That the coronavirus escaped from a Chinese 
laboratory is not a completely impossible idea, but it is also 
dangerous to assert that it is actually true. Such an assertion 
must be factually supported. As long as that is not the case, 
one must be careful of vague accusations which could be 
further embellished in the rumor mills.
 Such actions also have ethical consequences. We may  
not accuse others of a great evil based upon a particular 
instance of wild speculations or questionable rumors. Nor 
is it lawful to give credence to these things by passing on  
to others such speculative stories. Here it can be seen that 
people can very easily go about spreading one’s words.
 In investigating this matter, it does not appear that our 
people are more prone to be captivated by conspiracy 
 theories than others, but this is occurring probably more 
often than is warranted. It is remarkable that one of the  
five voters for the SGP (Dutch political party closely allied 
with the NRC) stated that it is possible with the develop-
ment of an eventual coronavirus vaccine that a chip would 
be injected in people who could then be permanently 
followed wherever they went. What is the basis for such  
a rumor? Objections to vaccination may not lead to 
 unfounded accusations. p
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Lessons in Doctrine
Drizzling Rain
Rev. A. Moerkerken, Capelle a/d Ijssel, the Netherlands

Are there little sins? We wish to spend some time considering 
this question. He who is acquainted with Rev. Hellenbroek’s 
catechism booklet knows that in the instruction about the 
subject of sin the question is asked whether all sins deserve 
the punishment of death. The answer is “yes…even the  
smallest one.”

It may happen that a catechism student upon hearing   
  this answer will come with the question, “Are there little 
sins?” Rev. Hellenbroek has undoubtedly considered this, 
for he immediately follows with the question, “Are there 
then no sins which can be forgiven?” Upon which he 
answers, “All indeed in Christ (the sin against the Holy 
Ghost only excepted) but none so in their own nature”  
(James 2:10).

An old theological error
 Our aged question-and-answer booklet warns here about 
an old notion which crept into the church in its earliest 
days. The church father Tertullius has already written  
about it. People began to make a difference between easily 
forgiven, daily sins (little sins), and much greater sins, the 
so-called deadly sins. In the Roman Catholic church this 
difference had been generally accepted as an established 
doctrine. According to Rome one commits a deadly sin 
when in the first place he sins against the law in a great sin, 
in the second place when it is committed with full knowl-
edge, and in the third place transgresses with a free will.  
He who commits such a deadly sin deserves, according to 
Rome, to go to hell and shall, when he dies without a fully 
repentant confession, definitely go lost.
 Completely unjustly, Rome thinks to be able to speak 
about deadly sins on the basis of, for example, 1 John 5:16b, 
where we read, “There is a sin unto death: I do not say that 
he shall pray for it.” The Apostle John in this context speaks 
here however about the slander against the Holy Spirit.
 The Reformers, and especially Calvin, have rejected the 
difference between forgivable “little sins” and deadly sins  
as being in conflict with the Holy Scriptures. They taught, 
just as we have a few moments ago heard from Rev. 
 Hellenbroek, that all sins are condemnable before God  
and deserve eternal punishment, but that all sins, with  
the exception of the sin against the Holy Spirit, can be 
forgiven through the blood of Christ.

Greater sins
 Hopefully, we know this and also agree with it. Yet, we 
wish to consider this more fully and ask two questions, an 

exegetical and a practical one. First, we hear an explanation 
or some instruction according to John 19:11. In this portion 
of Scripture, we read that the Lord Jesus, while standing 
before Pilate, is asked the question whether He knows that 
Pilate has the power to have Him crucified or to set Him 
free. The Lord Jesus answers, “Thou couldest have no power 
at all against Me, except it were given thee from above: 
therefore, he that delivered Me unto thee hath the greater 
sin.” It appears here that the Lord Jesus makes a distinction 
between greater and lesser sins. How should we think 
about this?
 If we would ask to whom the Lord refers with the words, 
“he that delivered Me unto thee?” then the answer must be, 
the Jewish people, or the Jewish rulers. Why would their 
sin be greater than the sin of the Roman governor? The 
writer of the marginal notes (#18) states in short and to the 
point, “because they had greater knowledge of God’s Word 
and Christ’s miracles.” With these words there is noted a 
full agreement with such texts as, “And that servant, which 
knew his lord’s will, and prepared not himself, neither did 
according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.  
But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes” (Luke 12:47&48a).
 What the Lord teaches here is not that there are in and 
of themselves little and forgivable sins but that there will  
be grades or steps in the eternal punishment. There will be 
a heavier judgment according to the greatness of the sin 
when there is evidence of a greater responsibility because 
of knowledge of God’s revelation. That is why Christ said 
that it would be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the 
Day of Judgment than for the cities of Galilee where He had 
performed so many wonders.

The practice
 There is, however, also a practical question. We reject  
the doctrine of a difference between little and in themselves 
forgivable sins and great deadly sins. How does that relate 
in our conscience and in our daily walk and talk? There are 
sins for which we react with revulsion, such as a murder, 
adultery, incest, child pornography, and the cursing of 
God’s name. We are quick to confess that we are guilty of 
all, yet there is a restraint in our lives whereby we recoil  
for many terrible things.
 Furthermore, there are matters which we know very  
well are not good but of which we are also guilty. These are 
daily…temper tantrums. empty or nasty words, forgetting 
to pray, careless attendance of church services, reading 
God’s Word in a formal manner, avoiding our duty while  
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at work, the reading of worthless literature…We still may 
recognize these things as sin. Yet, there are also those 
countless “little sins” which everyone seemingly accepts—
taunting a teacher on the playground, mocking your boss 
behind his back, gossip at a birthday visit about this one or 
that one. They are sins, which when we bow our knees in 
the evening, do not even come to mind. We, in the living  
of our lives, have a legion of “little sins” which we gloss  
over or trivialize.

God’s great anger
 One time when considering Lord’s Day 43, a statement 
in the answer struck me. In that Lord’s Day the ninth 
commandment is considered. It speaks about avoiding 
backbiting and slander, about not doing very common, 
everyday things such as twisting the words of our neighbor, 
judging, and joining in the condemnation of any man 
rashly or unheard. Then, at once, there falls as a terrible 
blow upon our conscience the words from our Book of 
Comfort, that I must avoid all these things as the work  
of the devil unless I will bring upon myself the terrible 
wrath of God. How dreadful! When we think of God’s 
severe anger, we usually think of murder, blasphemy, 
whoremongering, adultery, but not about some gossip  
at a visit.
 That, however, is exactly what the Catechism wishes to 
teach us. That is also what God teaches His people in true 
conversion. Where He works in the heart and conscience 
with His convincing of guilt, there is no longer any speaking 
of “little sins.” Rather, I become hell-worthy with the com- 
mitting of each and every sin. It will seem as if the final 
judgment is already accomplished here in this lifetime.  
God opens the books of His omniscience and of our fearful 
conscience. Then the crystal-clear light of God’s Spirit 
shines over those sins which the world looks at as child’s 
play and as an idle pastime as Guido de Bres states in the 
Confession of Faith in the article about the last judgment.
 Child’s play and idle pastime—yes, that is how everyone 
thinks about it. That is also how I once thought about it, but 

where the Lord comes to convince us, what Rev. Hellen-
broek says becomes true, “Do all sins deserve punishment? 
Yes, even the smallest one.”

Revius and Comrie
 Jacob Revius was the greatest Calvinistic poet in the 
Netherlands in the seventeenth century. More than once 
his verses have moved me. Just lately I read a four-lined 
verse of his. It speaks about little sins. Revius uses the 
picture of a misting rain or as he calls it a “dusting” rain. 
When it is misting, it is sometimes so fine that when we 
look outdoors, we may think that it is dry. People, however, 
seldom become so wet as when they walk in a misting rain. 
That is how it is, as Revius says, with all of those little sins:
   A misting rain we do not consider
   But those who walk in it for some time
   Note that it penetrates, down to the body
   Even deep unto our naked skin
   The sins which men consider small
   And think they matter little
   Have served to slay many
   Thinking to obtain salvation.
            (loosely translated)
 We, all of us together, may well shudder and say, “Who 
can understand his errors? Cleanse Thou me from secret 
faults!” It also struck me, reading in the Catechism explana-
tion of Alexander Comrie his remarks when considering 
Lord’s Day 1, that it is necessary to learn to hide ourselves 
deeply in the “opened wounds of the Saviour, that God 
neither as Judge, nor the Law, nor the devil may lay hold  
on anything of ours and can find or observe anything in us 
outside of Christ…”
 It may well be a question of our souls, both for you and 
me, if we have learned to know something personally of 
that hiding in the wounds of Christ in our life. That, remarks 
Comrie, is what Paul meant when he said that he wished  
to be found in Christ. Only there is atonement for all our 
great sins…and for the “small ones.” p

Charity
Let a man have what he will and do what he will; it signifies nothing without 
charity. This surely implies that charity is the great thing and that everything 
which has not charity in some way contained or implied in it is nothing.  
This charity is the life and soul of all religion. Without charity all things that 
wear the name of virtues are empty and vain.

—Jonathan Edwards
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Abortion a Central Issue in Supreme Court Replacement Battle
The death of Ruth Bader Ginsburg has galvanized supporters of abortion 
rights, who fear the liberal icon could be replaced by a conservative 
justice determined to place new limits on the procedure. “This is not an 
understatement: The fate of our rights, our freedoms, our health care, 
our bodies, our lives, and our democracy depend on what happens over 
the coming months,” said senior director of public policy, advocacy and 
organizing at Planned Parenthood Votes! Connecticut. “There’s no 
question that Ruth Bader Ginsburg was a glass-ceiling breaker,” said the 
co-chairwoman of Pro-Life Voices for Trump. “While I can honor her 
for her obvious accomplishments, I disagree with her completely on 
abortion and the dehumanization of unborn children.”

—Courant.com

Encouraging Pro-Life Executive Order
President Trump made a big announcement: “I will be signing the  
born-alive executive order to assure that all precious babies born alive, 
no matter their circumstances, receive the medical care that they deserve. 
This is our sacrosanct moral duty.” This is huge. Since 2003 there have 
been over three hundred publicly documented cases of infants born alive 
after abortion, at least 143 of whom died after being born (not stillbirths). 
While the text for the Executive Order has not yet been released, the 
President’s announcement is encouraging for those of us who believe in 
the inherent value of all human life. Following last month’s announce-
ment from the Trump Administration encouraging the Supreme Court 
to uphold regulations on the abortion pill, this is yet another affirmation 
of the President’s stand for life. Meanwhile, the Biden-Harris ticket has 
made its pro-abortion stance clear. Vice-Presidential candidate Kamala 
Harris voted against the “Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection 
Act” in the Senate. —FamilyPolicyAlliance.com

Incessant Attacks on Nigerian Christian Communities
Nigeria: “It is like we have been left to perish because of our faith.”  
For the past seven months in Kaduna State, in north-central Nigeria, 
there have been incessant attacks by Fulani herdsmen on Christian 
communities, killing 178 people. In a statement by the Catholic bishops 
of Kaduna Province sent to Aid to the Church in Need (ACN), the 
bishops said that “dark clouds of violence have enveloped our land… 
In the last few years, the purveyors of this violence have taken over the 
land and placed our security forces on the defensive.” Nigerian’s main 
challenge in the last ten years was how to contain the terrorist group 
Boko Haram; two years ago, the military announced that it had degraded 
it. “But our joy was short-lived as the story has progressively gotten far 
worse. Today, almost the entire northern states are in the grip of these 
purveyors of violence and death. In the last three years, we have wit- 
nessed the relentless attacks and ransacking of entire communities by 
bandits in many states…Thousands of lives have been lost to these 
bandits who have operated with relentless abandon,” the bishops charged, 
adding: “The ravages of Boko Haram, the herdsmen, kidnappers, and 
the bandits have turned everyone into a victim.” —ChurchInNeed.org

Persecution of Christians in Laos
The constitution of Laos ostensibly protects the freedom of religion. 
Nonetheless, Christians in Laos are often harassed by local officials, as 
the official depicted in this story asked a Christian: “You people believe 
in America’s god. Don’t you remember what America did to our country?” 
The hostility of Laotian authorities places the Christians of Laos, and 
other countries where Christianity is considered alien, in a particularly 
precarious position, as the ones who should be protecting them are 
arrayed against them. Please pray for all Christians in such a situation, 
that the Lord Jesus Christ would turn and transform the hearts of these 
anti-Christian authorities. UCA News reports that according to foreign 
Christian groups, “Christians in Laos continue to face various forms  
of harassment and discrimination, which has forced many of them, 
including Catholics, to practice their faith in secret…Two months ago, 
these believers were threatened [when] other members of their village 
said they would kick them out of the community because of their faith… 
So, they can no longer meet to pray inside their village, but instead of 
giving up, they are finding other ways to meet as secretly as possible.”

—ChristianPersecution.com

China Increases Harassment of Christians and Their Churches
China’s Public Security Bureau of Nanbu deployed over thirty police 
officers to raid an underground Protestant house church known as  
Sola Fide. When police arrived on the scene, they arrested fifty Sola Fide 
members. Police tore down crosses, Christian symbols, and destroyed 
hymnbooks and Bibles. The church’s sound system, air conditioning, 
and music equipment was also confiscated. According to a Christian 
persecution watchdog, “Residents in the neighborhood recounted that 
two days before the raid, four plainclothes police officers were seen 
outside the venue. According to a young man from the area, officers 
were spotted at 4 a.m. on the day of the raid.” Since the raid, police  
have released a few church members, but not Sola Fide’s pastor. For 
those released, police still surveil their movements through fingerprint 
tracking, video surveillance, and plain-clothed police officers following 
them. Two other churches experienced similar harassment in the 
months that followed. —Persecution.org

Consequences of Misrepresenting “Separation of Church and State”
Attorney General William Barr delivered a speech addressing the 
common misrepresentation of the phrase “separation of church and 
state” at the 16th Annual National Catholic Prayer Breakfast. The event 
was held virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic. “Militant secularists 
have long seized on the slogan [“separation of church and state”] as a 
facile justification for attempting to drive religion from the public square 
and to exclude religious people from bringing a religious perspective to 
bear on conversations about the common good,” Barr said. According 
to Fox News, Barr also noted a decline of “traditional morality” as 
“actively hostile” people call for the support of removing religion from 
state entities. The attorney general argued that the removal of religion 
and “striking increases in urban violence, drug abuse and broken 
families” are directly correlated. “Problems like these have fed the rise  
of an ever more powerful central government, one that increasingly 
saps individual initiative, coopts civil society, crowds out religious 
institutions, and ultimately reduces citizens to wards of the state,”  
Barr said. —ChristianHeadlines.com

Current Events
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TimothyFOR THE

 YOUNG

The content of this article is the wonderful unity of 
the divine and human natures in the Person of the 
Mediator. The article is divided into three parts:
 1.  the confession of the unity of the two natures  

of Christ;
 2.  an explanation of the difference, to the extent 

that God’s Word gives light over this mystery; 
whereas two natures differing from each other 
are united in one Person;

 3.  the conclusion that Christ is very God and real 
man in one person.

 We have seen in our previous article that there are 
not two Persons functioning as Mediator, but two 
natures are united in Christ as one Person. Remember 
what Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 3:16, “And without 
controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God 
was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen 
of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in 
the world, received up into glory.” The Father sent 
His beloved Son down to earth and prepared Him a 
body. His honorary title is “Immanuel, God with us.” 
Of Him it is written, “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
 He was and remained God when He assumed our 
human nature, but He became what He was not before, 
namely, man. We must give honor to our Confession 
that it does not try to explain this mystery in a 
philosophical way, but stays simple and humble. It 
says, “We believe that by His conception, the person 
of the Son is inseparably united and connected with 
the human nature: so that there are not two sons  
of God, nor two persons, but two natures united in 
one single Person: yet, that each nature retains its 
own distinct properties.” This confession is according 
to the old truth which has been defended against 
many errors in the past, where some have mixed 
the two natures and others have separated them.

 These two natures are united in strict unity in one 
Person but in such a manner that each nature retains 
its distinct properties. We know that this is not an 
easy subject to comprehend, but it is not always 
necessary that we understand. Some things are hid- 
den and we must believ. What a blessing when we 
may believe, for then we will also receive the com-
fort from it. Is not what is spoken of here a miracle?
 This subject has given much trouble as is revealed 
in the history of the church. In the year 451 A.D.,  
the Council of Chalcedon met and affirmed the belief 
of the church respecting the Person of Christ. It 
declared Him “to be acknowledged in two natures, 
unconfused, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably; 
the distinction of natures being in no wise taken 
away by the union, but rather the property of each 
nature being preserved, and concurring in one Person 
and in one Subsistence, not parted or divided into 
two Persons.”
 This formulation is mainly negative and simply 
seeks to guard the truth against various heretical 
views. It clearly states the faith of the New Testament 
Church respecting the Person of Christ but does not 
try to explain the mystery of God and man in one 
Person. Here is simply told what Jesus is without any 
attempt to show how He became so. The eternal Son 
of God assumed our human nature. It is not true as 
Brunner said, that the man Jesus acquired divinity.
 More than fifteen centuries have passed since  
the Council of Chalcedon, and the Church has never 
really gone beyond this formula. We know that this 
church meeting was necessary, as Eutyches had 
taught that the two natures of Christ were mixed 
together. Nestorius did just the opposite and sepa-
rated them completely. This Synod spoke against 
both by stating that the two natures of Christ were 
in strict unity of one Person.

The Confession of Faith (11)

Article XIX: Of the Union and Distinction of the Two Natures
in the Person of Christ

Rev. A.M. den Boer (1929-2004)
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 The nineteenth article of our confession begins by 
stating that the second Person in the Triune Being 
has assumed our human nature. It was not the Father 
or the Holy Ghost who became man, but Christ. It was 
by the second Person that the Father created, and 
He was also elected by the Father to be the Re-Creator 
of the elect, who had come under the curse of the 
law by the Fall and sin. It was for that reason that 
He had to become man. When Christ assumed our 
human nature, He then had two natures, as He 
retained His divine nature; the divine nature 
 remained the same.
 The church confesses that this union is without 
mixture or fusion, that is, the two natures in Christ 
are not merged, blended, or fused into one nature. 
Christ did not become God-man, but God and man. 
Closely connected with the preceding is the immuta-
bility of natures. Neither the divine nature in Christ, 
nor the human nature, was (essentially) changed 
through the incarnation. The Son of God did not leave 
heaven to become man, but was (and is) according 
to His divine nature still in heaven and also on 
earth, thus omnipresent.
 In His human nature He was laid in the manger 

and was bound to one place. He grew up in Nazareth, 
walking among men. At the same time His divine 
nature was immutable, nor did the Son of God put 
aside His divine attributes. The Infinite did not change 
into finite but assumed the finite. The human nature 
of Christ was finite, temporal, and limited in power, 
knowledge, wisdom and understanding, and was 
dependent and changeable. In His human nature  
He lived our life and assumed our weak nature.  
It was not Adam’s nature from Paradise but the 
weak nature which we have. There was one great 
difference—He was without sin.
 Christ, although without sin, came into this sinful 
world to save sinners. The Son of Man came to save 
that which was lost. Oh, what a miracle that He was 
willing to subject Himself to such a way of humiliation 
and death in order that he could make satisfaction 
for the sins of His people, which could not be missed.
 Such a Mediator we need, but we need Him only 
when we have seen how sinful we are. May the Lord 
instruct us in these things so that we really become 
what we are—sinners. Such lost sinners can be saved 
by the Mediator who is very God and very man in 
one Person.

The Israelites in the Wilderness (1)
(Based on portions of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers 11)

Bible Stories for Little Ones

The children of Israel had walked in the hot desert 
for many days. Numerous things had happened, one 
of which was the construction of a big beautiful 
church, built according to the command which the 
Lord had given Moses. The Lord prepared skilled 
workers to do all the work. This big church was called 
a tabernacle. It was really like a tent so that it could 
be picked up and moved when the people moved.  
It was a beautiful “tent,” and it was made exactly 
according to God’s commandment.
 Aaron and his sons were the priests who served  
in this tabernacle. Priests were like the office bearers 
which we have in our churches. The priests, however 
offered sacrifices to God on the altar. We do not do 
that today. The Levites were also the ones put in 
charge of moving the tabernacle from place to place 

and putting it up again when the people reached 
their new destination.
 The people walked for countless days. They still 
followed the cloud which went before them. When the 
cloud stopped, they stopped, and when it began to 
move, the people moved. They knew that this was the 
Lord’s way of showing them where they had to go.
 The children of Israel, however, were just like you 
and I. They were not always happy. They were often 
not content with the Lord’s direction. Is that not  
also the same with us?
 “Why do we always have to eat manna?” they 
complained. “We are so sick of it. Remember all of 
the food which we had to eat in Egypt? We had so 
much! We had fish, cucumbers, melons and fruit;  
now all we get is this manna.”
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 The people grumbled and grumbled day and night. 
Moses finally became very tired of all the grumbling, 
and he turned to the Lord.
 “Lord,” he said, “why do I have to be the one to 
lead this people? I am not their father! If I were,  
I would have to take care of them. I just cannot lead 
them any longer; it is just too hard for me.”
 The Lord knew how to help Moses. He told him to 
find seventy men among the Israelites. The Lord said, 
“These men can help you lead the people and help 
with the problems which the people may have; you 
will not have to deal with all of the problems by your- 
self. You will have to solve only the very big problems.”
 God, however, was also angry with the people 
because of all of their complaining. God said, “I will 
give them the meat they want. I will give them as 
much as they want! They will have to eat it day  
after day, until they are sick of it. Then they will 
remember their God.”
 “What is your favorite food?” As much as you like 
it, would you like to have it every day?” You might 
like it a great deal in the beginning, but finally you 
would get sick of it and ask your mother for some-
thing else to eat.
 This was how the Lord punished the children of 
Israel. They would get just what they wanted until 
they were sick of it.
 “From where is the meat coming?” Moses asked the 
Lord. “Must we kill our cows and sheep to get it?”
 But God said, “Am I not the Lord? Cannot I do such 
things. You will see what I can do.”

 Later that same day something happened. There 
came a very strong wind. The wind blew hundreds 
and hundreds of birds called quail among the tents. 
There were so many dead birds that they lay on  
piles between the tents.
 The people were very happy. Now they had some 
meat; now they had something besides the manna 
which they were tired of eating. They quickly grabbed 
enough birds to fill their arms, and as soon as they 
could they started to eat the birds, ready for the 
delicious taste.
 Then something terrible happened. The people began 
to drop to the ground, dead. God was punishing them 
for their grumbling. It may be that God had made the 
birds ill, for it says in the Bible that “while the flesh 
was between their teeth, before it was even chewed,” 
the people were struck down by the Lord.
 Not all of the people died. Some had not eaten of 
the quail. I am sure that those who lived were so 
stunned that they stopped their complaining. Now 
they saw what a powerful Lord their God was.
 The people never forgot what had happened there. 
They called that place by a special name which is 
very long and hard to pronounce, but it pointed as a 
memorial to all the people who were buried there.
 This lesson teaches us that we should be content 
with what the Lord gives us. When we appreciate 
what we have, the Lord can take it away from us.  
We can see the Lord’s punishment in our days when 
He has sent the terrible plague of the virus among 
us because of our sins.

Dear Boys and Girls,

What do you think of when you think of being rich? 
You might all give me a slightly different answer. 
Some of you think of so much money that you can 
buy whatever you like whenever you wish. Riches 
might mean big vacations with your family, an 
expensive bike or quad, or a bedroom lined with as 
many beautiful dolls as you can find. Maybe you’ve 
always dreamed of owning a horse or wish you had 
another kind of pet. Perhaps it makes you think of 

presidents and kings or of people who do not have  
to work much and can eat at restaurants every day. 
Riches can be gold, silver, or precious stones, or so 
much money in the bank that you don’t need it all.
 The Lord gives more riches to one than another. 
Some people are comfortable, some worry, some are 
hungry, and some have been given much. Those who 
are given much are able to share with those who 
struggle and do not have enough. Farmers and other 
bosses who have workers can make sure that those 
who work for them receive enough pay, and others 

Bible Quiz
Rich
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who have been given abundance can send money to 
those who are poor or living in disaster areas, to 
those who do mission work, or to those with medical 
needs. The Bible tells us that those who are poor 
should be thankful when others help them. We have 
collection baskets or bags at our churches so that  
we all can help by giving to those who need it.
 Riches such as mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, 
church, school, and friends are more important. 
What a blessing if we may have them…
 So we can see that riches are not just to be kept 
all to ourselves; they are something we should be 
thankful for and not take for granted, but also…how 
important are they? Are they more important to us 
than the state of our soul? Can we take our riches 
with us when we die? No, they will all stay behind. 
What will be left then? We will all stand before God, 
without any of our possessions or accomplishments. 
The Lord of heaven and earth will ask us what we 
have done with our time and with all the warnings, 
callings, and preaching that was given to us. Those 
were things that were meant to awaken us and open 
our eyes to show us how poor our soul is. Did we 
neglect all those things and desire only the pleasant 
things of life and riches of the world?
 Riches come with a great danger. Deuteronomy 
8:10-20 tells us so. The Lord reminds the Israelites 
that it was He who brought them out of Egypt and 
warns them that if their hearts become lifted up with 
pride because of all that they own, they will perish 
just as their enemies did. “Beware!” Be careful. 
When you have many riches, when you have all that 
you want, beware, that you do not forget the Lord 
God. That is the first danger.
 Another danger the Bible speaks of is that when 
you have gathered much to yourself and you have 
all that you need, you might forget Who gave it to 
you. You might say that it is your own power, your 
own hard work, and your own smart mind that 
caused you to accomplish it all. Riches should not  
lift up a person’s heart with pride; it should humble 
a person deeply before God who gave it.
 What is now the most important possession in this 
life? I think of a birthday wish that I heard every 
year as I was growing up: “I hope you may receive 
the greatest gift of all.” As a child, I knew what that 
meant. No matter what lovely gifts I would receive 
that day, one thing was much more important. It was 
not something that could be bought at any store, but 
it was something we should all pray for and wish for 
above all. A new heart…is that not most important 
of all? Is that not a greater treasure than anything 
else? Without the Lord’s work in our heart, our 
heart remains so poor that there is not one good 

thing in it. To have the comfort of belonging to the 
Lord…that is true wealth. The Lord can speak one 
word or give one token of His love to a heart that 
needs Him, and the person will immediately say,  
“A little from the Lord is so much more than many 
riches in the world!”
 We can make riches too important. There are so 
many pictures, catalogs, and advertisements around 
us. “Oh look, Mom! It’s a new remote control heli-
copter! Mom, can I buy that new camera with my 
money from Grandma? I know I have one, but this 
one is a newer version and much better!” Do we 
always have to have the best? The newest? The exact 
type or version our friend has? We are so tempted 
by all that is around us. Ask the Lord to make you 
content with what you have. All that you have is 
more than you deserve, isn’t it? We don’t need the 
newest and the latest, we don’t need everything we 
see. Above all, seek the true riches from the Lord 
God who sees all our desires and all our needs.  
“One thing is needful,” the Bible tells us. There is 
only ONE thing. It does not speak of anything else. 
That is because those who are given a new heart will 
never be forsaken by God and always be given what 
He sees as best for them. “Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and all these things shall be added unto you.”
 The Lord Jesus exchanged His high throne for a 
cold, bare manger. He was rich in heaven and became 
poor to make sinners rich. Can you understand this 
wonder?

“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom  
and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are  

His judgments, and His ways past finding out!” 
(Romans 11:33)

“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes  
He became poor, that ye through His poverty  

might be rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9)

“In whom we have redemption through His blood,  
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches  

of His grace;” (Ephesians 1:7)

 Use the words from the list shown above the 
wordsearch on next page to fill in the blanks to  
questions 1-18.

 1. “And the disciples were astonished at his words. 
But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, 
Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches 
to enter into the ____________ of God!” (Mark)
 2. “So is he that layeth up ____________ for himself, 
and is not rich toward God.” (Luke)
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(3-8 are found in Psalms; 10-16 are found in Proverbs)

 3. “A little that a righteous man hath is better 
than the riches of many ____________.”
 4. “They that trust in their wealth, and boast 
themselves in the ____________ of their riches; None 
of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor 
give to God a ransom for him.”
 5. “Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, 
when the ____________ of his house is increased.”
 6. “Lo, this is the man that made not God his 
strength; but trusted in the ____________ of his riches, 
and strengthened himself in his wickedness.”
 7. “Trust not in oppression, and become not  
vain in robbery: if riches increase, set not your 
____________ upon them.”
 8. “Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper  
in the world; they increase in ____________.”

 9. “Riches ____________ not in the day of wrath:  
but righteousness delivereth from death.”
 10. “He that trusteth in his riches shall ____________; 
but the righteous shall flourish as a branch.”
 11. “There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath 
____________: there is that maketh himself poor, yet 
hath great riches.”
 12. “A good name is rather to be chosen than great 
riches, and loving favour rather than ____________ 
and gold.”
 13. “The rich and poor meet together: the LORD is 
the ____________ of them all.”
 14. “He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, 
and considereth not that ____________ shall come 
upon him.”
 15. “A faithful man shall abound with ____________: 
but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be 
innocent.”
 16. “There is a sore ____________ which I have seen 
under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners 
thereof to their hurt.” (Ecclesiastes)
 17. “The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether 
he eat little or much: but the abundance of the rich 
will not suffer him to ____________.” (Ecclesiastes)

 18. “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased 
with ____________, and have need of nothing; and 
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked:” (Revelation)

* * * * *
 The letters from 18 words have been curved and 
hidden in the puzzle. A curved word may start 
anywhere in the puzzle. It can then move in any 
direction. Once a word has used a square in the 
puzzle, that word may not re-use the same square. 
But another word is allowed to re-use squares  
from other words.
 One word has already been found for you!  
Find each of the following words.

 POVERTY KINGDOM HEART EVIL
 BLESSINGS MULTITUDE SLEEP GOODS
 ABUNDANCE MAKER TREASURE FALL
 SLIVER RICHES NOTHING PROFIT
 GLORY WICKED

 19. Solve the  
secret code puzzle.
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For the Older Children
 Place the names in the correct box.

 20. Very rich in earthly goods but wicked or poor 
in heart (missing true spiritual riches)

 21. Rich in earthly goods, but more importantly, 
rich in God

 22. Poor, but rich in their heart

  •  the rich man in the story of the beggar Lazarus 
(Luke 16)

  • Abram (Genesis 13)
  • the beggar Lazarus (Luke 16)
  • Joseph (Genesis 41)
  • Boaz (Ruth 2)
  •  The widow who put one mite into the treasury 

(Luke 21)
  • Solomon (1 Kings 3)
  • Pharaoh (Exodus 1)
  • David (1 Chronicles 29)
  • Caesar Augustus (Luke 2)
  • Zaccheus before he was converted (Luke 19)
  • Naomi (Ruth 1,2)
  • The Shepherds in Bethlehem’s fields (Luke 2)
  • Joseph of Arimathea (Matthew 27)
  • Ruth (Ruth 1)
  • The rich young ruler (Luke 18)

For the Younger Children
 23. On a separate piece of paper, copy Ephesians 
3:8 and decorate the text with a drawing of a church 
or a border of flowers, birds, etc.

* * * * *
Answers to October’s “Obedience” quiz:
  1. Sacrifice 1 Samuel 15:22
  2. Disobedience, Obedience Romans 5:19
  3. Lord Colossians 3:20
  4. Rule, Hebrews 13:17a
  5. Begin, begin 1 Peter 4:17
  6. Right, commandment, live Ephesians 6:1-3
  7. Serve Deuteronomy 13:4
  8. Trust, stay Isaiah 50:10
  9. May, well Jeremiah 7:23
 10. Prosperity Jeremiah 22:21
 11. Rather Acts 5:29
 12. Servants, death Romans 6:16
 13. Bewitched, crucified Galatians 3:1
 14.  Obedience: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 

7 disciples fishing, Israelites before Joshua, 
Abraham, Christ, Israel before Solomon

 15.  Disobedience: Jonah, Gehazi, unprofitable 
servant, Saul, Pharaoh

 16. Psalter 431:4
 17. Ion, ion, ion
 18. And teach me all Thy laws to keep;
 19. e, a, e, a, o, e, a, o, e, o

Please send your answers to the  
address shown below:

Aunt LenaBeth
180 Jacobs Road, Newfoundland, NJ 07435

E-mail: auntlenabeth@gmail.com

 Letters to My  
Young Readers

 Welcome to our new members:  

Joseph Engelsma, Linda & Jason Groenendyk, 

Mackenzie VanderWiele, Alivia Kleyn,  

and Ilyce Bosch.

I just wanted to tell you what a great job  

you did on your chariot pictures in August. 

They all turned out wonderfully!

         Love,

          Aunt LenaBeth
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News & Announcements

xyz Ministerial Calls
Extended:
To Rev. M.T. Al-Chalabi of Brakel,  
the Netherlands, by the congregation of 
Lethbridge, Alberta.
Declined:
By Rev. M.T. Al-Chalabi of Brakel,  
the Netherlands, to the congregation of  
Brant County, Ontario.
By Rev. H. Hofman of Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
to the congregation of Covell Ave. Grand 
Rapids, Michigan.

xyz Obituaries
DEN HOLLANDER, Arlene Elizabeth (nee 
Southway) – Age 61, September 26, 2020; 
Pompton Plains, New Jersey; Husband – Jon 
(deceased); Children – Leah & Samuel Moerdyk, 
Sarah den Hollander, Jonathan den Hollander; 
5 grandchildren; Parents – Peter (deceased) & 
Lena Southway; Parents-in-law – Jacob 
(deceased) & Claire den Hollander; Brother – 
Peter John & Marilyn Southway; Brothers- and 
Sisters-in-law – David & Cindy den Hollander, 
Jacob & Tammy den Hollander, Elizabeth & 
Ray Grisnich, Rev. Henry & Ada den Hollander, 
Cheryl den Hollander, Mark & Gwen den 
Hollander, Roy & Karen den Hollander, Dawn 
& Corné Vogelaar, Dwayne den Hollander; 
predeceased by brothers-in-law Kevin and 
Steven den Hollander. (Rev. H. de Leeuw, 
Psalm 27:10.)

SWEETMAN, Cecilia (nee Willekes) – Age 75, 
September 25, 2020; Fairfield, New Jersey; 
Husbands – Robert Kievit (deceased 1992), 
Barney Sweetman (deceased 2014); Children –  
Robert & Andrea Kievit, Rita & Gary Anzelmo, 
Donna & Douglas Mol, Richard & Stacy Kievit, 
John & Sandra Sweetman, Margaret & Leonard 
Baum, Samuel & Ruth Sweetman, Barbara & 
Peter Greendyk, Florence & Arie Van Vugt, 
Laurie & Kenneth Van Wingerden; 42 grand- 
children, 47 great-grandchildren; Siblings – 
Anna & Paul Warmenhoven, Wilhelmina & 
Wayne Hook, Rose & William (deceased) 
Heerschap, Lou & Marie Willekes, John & Joke 
(deceased) Willekes, Joe & Margaret Willekes; 
predeceased by 1 great-grandchild. (Rev. H.  
de Leeuw, Isaiah 38:1c.)
VAN GINKEL, Clazina (nee Fluit) – Age 82, 
September 25, 2020; Rock Valley, Iowa; 
Husband – Everett (deceased); Children – 
Howard & Avonne Van Ginkel, Joyce & David 
Sipma, Charlene & Gregory Sonne, Myron & 
Joni Van Ginkel, David & Laree Van Ginkel, 
Eugene & Diane Van Ginkel, Melinda & Mark 
Kelderman, Paul & Andrea Van Ginkel, Evan 
(deceased) & Debra Van Ginkel; 31 grandchildren, 
61 great-grandchildren; Sisters – Janet & Dennis 
Rowe, Mary & Otto Lawson; Brothers – Jerald 
& Trudy Fluit, Bernard Fluit; Sisters-in-law –  
Gertrude Smith, Bernice Hup; Brother-in-law –  
Harold & Glenda Van Ginkel; predeceased by  
3 brothers, 3 brothers-in-law, and 3 sisters- 
in-law. (Rev. J.J. Witvoet, Psalm 73:26.)

65th Wedding Anniversary
The Lord willing, 

our dear parents, grandparents, 
and great-grandparents,

John & Sophia Zomer
hope to commemorate their  
65th wedding anniversary 

on December 2, 2020.
“Who remembered us in our low estate,  

for His mercy endureth forever” (Psalm 136:23).
230 14th Street 

Sioux Center, IA 51250

Clay Bakker 2
Anabelle Berkenbush 17
Britni Blom 16
Marissa Blom 16
Hayley Bosch 14
Ilyce Bosch 1
Derek Brouwer (2) 15
Thomas Brouwer (2) 15
Thomas De Blieck 1
Aundrea DeKok (4) 5
Cody Driesen 15
Kacie Driesen 15
Evan Driesen 4
Micah Driesen 4
Michelle Driesen 4
Toby Driesen 15
Kaylynn Ekema 16
Bereket Engelsma (2) 15
Joseph Engelsma (3) 3
Kyal Grisnich (2) 9

Logan Grisnich (2) 10
Taryn Grisnich (2) 6
Kurtis Groen (2) 11
Ailene Groenendyk (2) 14
Jason Groenendyk 1
Linda Groenendyk 1
Ruben Groenendyk (2) 15
Garrett Hoogendoorn (2) 7
Kate Hoogendoorn (2) 10
Weston Hoogendoorn (2) 5
Charity Hup 2
Derek Hup 11
Justin Hup 11
Natalya Joosse (3) 9
Seth Joosse (3) 9
Autumn Kegel 1
Sophia Kegel 1
Jadon Kievit 3
Alivia Kleyn 1
Jason Kleyn 9

Lydia Knibbe as
Nathan Knibbe 14
Rebecca Krygsman 16
Sarah Krygsman ak
Lydia Mol 13
Madeline Mol 4
Olivia Mol 9
Teddy Mol 13
John Murphy (3) as
Marielle Neels 12
Lauren Pannekoek 7
Andrew Remijn 11
Lauren Remijn 7
Logan Rozeboom (3) ak
Mindy Rozeboom (3) ak
Ale Rus (3) af
Jessa Rus (3) 17
Kaela Rus 4
Lakia Rus (3) 6
Laura Scherpenzeel 6

Esmee Sweetman 4
Renee Taylor (2) 7
Harley Timmer (2) aj
Hunter Timmer 14
Kadin Timmer (2) 15
Laurencia Timmer 7
Sierra Timmer (2) ad
Skye Timmer 14
Wyatt Timmer (3) 15
Ashton Timmermans 4
Maurice Van Garderen (2) 15
Emmalyn Van Garderen (2) 15
Kaiven Van Middendorp (2) 16
Konner Van Middendorp (2) 16
Jozias Van Ravenswaay 16
Naomi Van Ravenswaay 16
Taylina Van Wingerden 2
Ellie Van’t Zelfde 3
Levi Van’t Zelfde 4
Alivia Vande Hoef 17

Micah Vande Hoef 14
Jake Vande Stouwe 9
Jonah Vande Stouwe 9
Heidi Vandenberg 15
Esther Vanden Broek 10
Ian Vanden Broek (2) 11
Treena Vanden Broek (2) 11
Austin Van Den Top 8
Caleb Van Den Top 9
Collin Van Den Top 6
Mackenzie Vander Wiele 1
Jayden Weeda (2) 3
Payton Ymker 11
Quentin Ymker 10

14 Bibles were sent to  
Boliva this month.

Answers to previous quizzes were received in August from:

xyz The Banner of Truth in 
Audio Format
Monthly copies of the articles which appear 
in The Banner of Truth are available on 
MP3s and CDs for those who have reading 
difficulties such as poor vision. These MP3 
files are produced by a committee in 
Norwich, Ontario, with the support of the 
Norwich consistory, and they make the 
MP3 files available to the consistories of 
the end user. The consis tories then distrib- 
ute the MP3s and CDs which are provided 
at no cost to the end user.
 To arrange for a free subscription, contact 
Mrs. Leona den Dekker at 519-403-5178 
or ldendekker@rcsnorwich.com.
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xyz Education
CALVIN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 
COALHURST, ALBERTA, anticipates several 
vacancies for the 2020-2021 school year and 
welcomes applications for qualified teachers 
interested in any position, including:
  • Elementary teachers
  • Middle School (grades 6-8) teachers
  •  Secondary teachers (especially in high 

school English language arts and social 
studies/history, though teachers for  
other specialties are also invited)

  •  Learning support/Special Education 
teacher

  •  Trades/shop teachers (construction, 
 cabinetry, mechanics, welding).

 We would be grateful to welcome applica-
tions from competent, versatile, and dedicated 
teachers of any grade/age level, who also have 
a love for the truth which is according to 
 godliness and who are members of the NRC 
or a closely related denomination. All appli-
cants must be eligible for Alberta certification.  
Should the Lord incline your heart to apply, 
please submit a cover letter with your resumé 
or CV to office@ccsschool.ca. For more 
 information about the vacancies, available 
immigration supports, or the application 
 process, please contact the principal,  
Mr. Marc Slingerland, at 403-381-3030 or  
marc.slingerland@ccsschool.ca.
EBENEZER CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 
SHEBOYGAN, WISCONSIN, is in urgent 
need of a teacher for the 2020-2021 school 
year. We have a very small, multigrade class-
room school. Certification is not required  
for this position although it would be helpful. 
Currently, the school board acts as principal 
with further oversight by the consistory. May 
this position and our need be bound upon 
someone’s heart to come over and help us. 
Any questions regarding this position and all 
interested applicants, please contact Randal 
Teunissen at 920-828-0225 or e-mail, 
rdteunissen@yahoo.com.
NETHERLANDS REFORMED CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL POMPTON PLAINS, NEW JERSEY

ADMINISTRATOR NEEDED
 The School Administrator will strive to 
direct the school according to the Word of God, 
the Three Forms of Unity, the Constitution of 
the Netherlands Reformed Christian School, 
the policies of the NRC School Board, and  
the regulations of the New Jersey Department 
of Education.

 The primary duty of the Administrator is to 
maintain productive relations with the school 
board, students, faculty and staff, parents and 
Community.
 The successful candidate should have the 
following qualifications:
  •  A strong desire to promote the spiritual 

and temporal welfare of the students;
  •  A clear vision of the purpose of Christian 

education and a desire to see it maintained 
in our present day;

  •  Be a male NRC member in good standing 
with a solid knowledge of the Scriptures 
and Reformed doctrines;

  •  Have a bachelor’s degree or higher in 
Education with a willingness to consider 
additional education as necessary;

  •  Be willing to travel as necessary for 
 educational conferences;

  •  Have good written and verbal communi-
cation skills and the ability to relate to 
people in all social capacities.

 For more information, or to apply for this 
position, please email nrcs_office@nrcsnj.org, 
contact John Van Der Brink at 973-628-7400, 
or contact Tim Mol at 973-204-5677.
NETHERLANDS REFORMED CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL, ROCK VALLEY/SIOUX CENTER, 
IOWA, is looking to fill openings for the 
2020-2021 school year. We have openings in 
grades 7-12: math and/or science, English/ 
language arts, literature, church history (grade 
8-9), and part-time computer technology. 
Some of these positions could be combined 
depending upon qualifications and experience. 
We are also seeking a music teacher to begin 
at any time. The focus of this position would 
be instrumental (grades 5-12 band/orchestra) 
along with other opportunities in K-12 music.
 Please contact the principal, Mr. Daniel 
Breuer, at 712-476-2821 or danbreuer@nrcsia.
org for further information. Visit www.nrcsia.
org to learn more about our school. Log in to 
the main site by registering as a new user and 
wait for approval.
PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL, 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, is accepting 
applications for possible openings for the 
2020-2021 school year. Interested 7-12 appli-
cants should send or email their resumés  
and/or questions to Mr. James Bazen,  
jbazen@plymouthchristian.us.
REHOBOTH CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, 
NORWICH, ONTARIO, is currently accepting 
applications for an elementary leadership 
position, either as principal or a vice principal 

with the potential to assume a principal role 
in the future. We also continue to welcome 
applications from elementary and secondary 
teachers, or inquiries about out locally devel-
oped teaching program for those with a 
 bachelor’s degree. Please visit our website  
at www.rcsnorwich.com for more detailed  
information, or contact the director, Mr. John 
Heikoop, at director@rcsnorwich or 519-863-
2403, ext. 223. Please submit cover letters and 
resumes to hr@rcsnorwich.com.
TRINITY REFORMED CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL, SUNNYSIDE, WASHINGTON, 
welcomes applications for a teacher/admin-
istrator for our small school. We are an 
approved school for grades K-8 but currently 
have students in the lower grades. We have a 
four-day school week to allow for adequate 
preparation and administrative time for our 
multi-grade classroom. To apply or request 
more information, please contact the school 
board president, Mr. Arthur den Hoed, at 
509-786-2354 or email artdenhoed@gmail.
com, or Maaike Van Wingerden at 509-840-
0437 or email trinityrcs@embarqmail.com.

Come 2 Carterton, New Zealand
PONATAHI CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Our long-standing principal is nearing his 
retirement and is considering his future.  

We are seeking expressions of interest for a 
successor. Please check out the exciting infor-

mation about our school, church, and local 
community by visiting our school website  

at www.ponatahi.school.nz (vacancies).  
For further information, please contact the 

Ponatahi Christian School Board of Trustees 
via email at come2carterton@gmail.

To All Candidates  
for Teacher Positions

Please visit advertising.nrcea.education 
for an up-to-date listing of job openings  
in NRCEA schools as well as links to the 
school websites for more information  
about the positions and the schools. When 
accessing the job bank on the NRCEA 
SharePoint, please use the following:
User Name:
 advertising@nrcea.education
Password: Schooljobs!

Anniversary and other announcements will be placed upon request. A donation for 
their placement would be appreciated. For consistency, size is limited. Please send 
your request to the managing  editor, Dr. E. Nieuwenhuis, whose address is shown 
inside the front cover. Requests for placement should be made by the first of the 
month prior to the month of  publication.
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See! the corn again in ear!
How the fields and valleys smile!
Harvest now is drawing near
To repay the farmer’s toil:
Gracious Lord, secure the crop,
Satisfy the poor with food;
In Thy mercy is our hope,
We have sinned, but Thou art good.

While I view the plenteous grain
As it ripens on the stalk;
May I not instruction gain,
Helpful, to my daily walk?
All this plenty of the field
Was produced from foreign seeds;
For the earth itself would yield
Only crops of useless weeds.

Though, when newly sown, it lay
Hid awhile beneath the ground,
(Some might think it thrown away);
Now a large increase is found;
Though concealed, it was not lost,
Though it died, it lives again;
Eastern storms, and nipping frosts
Have opposed its growth in vain.

Let the praise be all the Lord’s,
As the benefit is ours!
He, in seasons, still affords
Kindly heat, and gentle flowers:
By His care the produce thrives,
Waving o’er the furrowed lands;
And when harvest-time arrives,
Ready for the reaper stands.

 Thus in barren hearts He sows
Precious seeds of heav’nly joy;*
Sin, and hell, in vain oppose,
None can grace’s crop destroy:
Threatened oft, though still it blooms,
After many changes past,
Death, the reaper, when he comes,
Finds it fully ripe at last.
          — John Newton
*Hosea 14:7; Mark 4:26-29

“…and we all do fade as a leaf.” ISAIAH 64:6b

Harvest
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