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MEDITATION

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness,

and all these things shall be added
unto you” (Matthew 6:33).

Rev. P. Kleijer

Dear young people, we all seek something. What are we seeking?
When we are young, we have our dreams and desires. You and
I, we all seek a kingdom. I would like to place before you two
men who sought a kingdom: Absalom who sought an earthly
kingdom, and Timothy who sought the kingdom of God.

Absalom had a beautiful name: “father of peace”. You all
know that he was not a father of peace. Terrible things happened
in David’s family. It concerned Absalom’s sister. Filled with
hatred, he killed his brother and fled to a different country for
three years. David began to miss him, and with the help of Joab,
he could return to his father.

What did Absalom do? He began to seek a kingdom. He did
this very subtly. First, he began to steal the hearts of the people
with nice promises and lies. Afterwards he went to Hebron, the
former capital city of Judah and made himself king. The revolt
was so successful that it was necessary for David to flee to
Mahanaim. It seemed that Absalom received the kingdom in a
very easy way. What did he think? Although my father David is
out of the country, he is still alive. David was still a threat to his
kingdom. He found it necessary to go after him, but it became
his downfall. A civil war broke out. Thousands of people were
slain. Who else was slain? Absalom! He tried to escape out of
the battle but got stuck in an oak tree. Joab found him and took
his life with three darts. Absalom sought a kingdom, but not the
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kingdom of God. He sought a kingdom of which he would be
king. Dear young people, herein we see our nature, we want to be
king, no matter what it costs.

How different it was with Timothy. Who was he? We know that
Paul took him along on his second missionary journey. Timothy
had made a good choice in his life, like Moses. He sought the
Kingdom of God. His father did not seek the Kingdom of God; he
was a heathen. He did not want him to be circumcised. Today we
would say, he did not allow his wife to have their son baptized.
What did Timothy’s mother do? Eunice, in all simplicity, began
to teach him to seek the Kingdom of God. Do you know who
helped in that? His grandmother Lois. Do you have parents and
grandparents who urge you to seek the Kingdom of God too?

May I now compare Absalom and Timothy? They both had
a godly upbringing. They both knew that they had to seek the
Kingdom of God. Now the difference: Absalom had no interest
in the Kingdom of God, but by grace Timothy was made a seeker.

Dear youth, how is this with you? Seek the Lord Jesus early.
Today is the time to seek. Soon the door will be closed; then we
cannot seek Him anymore. The King of this Kingdom is so worthy
to be served. Satan deceives you. The world will disappoint you.
Serving the Lord will not be an easy way for your flesh, but listen
to what Paul said to Timothy, “If we suffer, we shall also reign
with Him: if we deny Him, He also will deny us” (2 Timothy
2:12). True seekers will become finders.

The end and design of public teaching ... that all should in common
be called; but God's purpose is different; for He intends, according
to His own secret counsel, to draw to Himself the elect, and He
designs to take away all excuse from the reprobate.

~ John Calvin (1509-1564)
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— A Youth Writes —
How the Bible Came to be Written

By Harold Scheewe (13 years old)

The Holy Bible was given to men by God. 2 Timothy 3:16 states that all
scripture is given to men by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof and for instruction to the way of righteousness.

When we read or study the Holy Bible, we always profit by doing so
because God’s word is always positive. The Bible says in Isiaih 55:11, “So
shall My word be that goeth forth out of My mouth. It shall not return to me
void, but it shall accomplish that which I please and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto | sent it.” Inspiration means that a supernatural (miraculous)
divine influence which is given to men which caused them to write (what
He wanted written). Why did God want to give us the Holy Bible? Romans
15:4 Says that He gave us the Holy Scripture that we might have hope. Isn’t
it wonderful that God gave us something that we might have hope?

The Holy Ghost moved men to write. 2 Peter 1:21 States that the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man; but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. What were they moved to
do? 2 Peter 1:21 also answers this question. It says that men were moved to
speak and write.

How did Jeremiah know God’s words? Jeremiah 1:9 states that the
Lord put the words into Jeremiah’s mouth. This goes to show that the Holy
Bible would not have been written if God had not put His words in man’s
mouth.

The Holy Bible contains two kinds of records. The first one is the record
of events. John 20:31 Says that these were written that we would believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing we would have life
through His name.

The other kind of record is the Revelation. The Revelation was
something that no man saw, but God showed it to man. The Revelation
consisted of the creation story, part of the New Testament and the book of
Revelation.

How many years did it take for the Bible to be written? Facts show that
Moses who lived 1,500 years before Christ, was the first writer of the Holy
Bible. Other facts show that John, one of Jesus’ disciples who lived 80 or 90
years after Christ, was the last writer of the Bible. So after adding the figures
we could say roughly that the Bible took 1,600 years to write. Also it has
been said that the Bible is the oldest book in literatures’ history.

What is the central theme of the Bible? Luke 24:27 says that the central
character of the Bible is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Other scriptures show
that the central theme of the Bible is salvation through Jesus Christ.

- “Jugendruf,” Canada
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Rev. E. Maljaars

Carlos was the only one in his friend group who had a job with good

pay and regular hours. He felt humbled by this blessing. Carlos
realized that there were many jobs that he could not accept because of
the corruption present within the job. He also knew it was difficult to be
hired based on skill rather than based on bribes. He thanked God each
morning for the opportunity to go to work and he tried never to take this
opportunity for granted.

Countless times, Carlos had counselled his friends against accepting
a job offer that would require them to obey any requirements of man which
were against biblical principles. A desperate friend had recently taken out
his frustration on Carlos. Afterward, the conversation played on repeat in
Carlos’s mind: “Carlos, you have a job. It’s easy for you to counsel me not
to take a job because of your pious standards, but I’'m struggling to feed
my family, so I need work. I would rather earn my wage without a clear
conscience than starve.”

Carlos had a lot of empathy for his friend, and he certainly did not
want to be putting extra rules in place to burden anyone. Were Carlos’s
standards grounded in the Word of God? Would his standards change if he
was in a similar situation?

Soon, Carlos realized: the test had come. Changes were happening
in the managerial team at Carlos’s work and a new regional director was
appointed. Carlos was called into the boardroom. The atmosphere in the
room was positive and energetic. Reports were analyzed and Carlos’s
skill was recognized and applauded. There was just one detail that the
new director wanted to implement to give the business a little more
advantage: a second set of records were going to be required - one for the




government and one for the business. Carlos shifted. This made him very
uncomfortable. Then the announcement came: Carlos was promoted to
Chief Financial Officer and was appointed to oversee the implementation
of the change. The truth was, Carlos was the one with business knowledge;
the others were just friends of the boss. All eyes were on Carlos.

Fear of God or fear of man...what would Carlos do? What should
he do? This is a true story, with names and some details changed for
protection.

Think of a similar situation that could be realistic in your life. Do
you have standards you live by? At school? In college? At work? With
your friends? Are you asked to do something that you know is not right...
but you fear the consequences — the name it will give you or the potential
disapproval of others? Does the fear of man cause you to shrink from
doing what you know is right? Are you in a situation where you know
you should...but it is easier not to? Less complicated not to? Involves
less conflict not to? Or, as another aspect to consider, are you holding
a standard for others - your own standard, not God’s standard - that is
causing an unnecessary burden for others? Does it make you feel smug?
What happens when you are put to the test yourself?

The question before us is this: Human approval or divine approval?
The fear of man or the fear of God? What is your standard?

By nature, we value man’s approval more than God’s laws. We see
the earthly consequences of man’s disapproval as more threatening than the
eternal consequences of divine wrath. This is proven every time we shrink
back from doing what we know is right. Fear of man is a destructive snare
of the Prince of the World. He has us in bondage so that we would rather
compromise than stand up against evil. The fear of man causes a lot of undue
worry, and if we allow it to guide us, it will lead us to eternal destruction.
Why? Because it will always side with Satan. Our corruption since the fall
of man has caused us to have all the seeds of sin in our hearts. These seeds
of sin are like magnets; they pull in one direction...to Satan. It is against our
nature to turn away from evil. By nature, we fear man rather than God.

When the light of God’s Word shines in hearts by the power of the
Holy Spirit and sinners are convicted and convinced of sin, the fear of God
becomes real. It is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10). Sinners begin
to crave divine approval rather than human approval, despite the earthly
consequences.
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Awe for God’s holiness, power, justice, and love begins to overpower
the sinner’s own will. The almighty God is elevated — He becomes a living
God. He becomes their King and they begin to reverence, worship, and
submit to His will. It is not a dread like the dread of being publicly shamed
by men,; rather, it is a divine awe, a functional fear motivated by love that
desires to obey.

Those who submit to God’s will, even when there are consequences
that go against their flesh, will find peace, though their faith may be tried
deeply. Only when God becomes our greatest fear — greater than our fear of
man - can He become a sanctuary, a refuge, and a haven (1 Peter 3:14,15).

The fear of man drives a sinner further away from God, but the fear
of God will draw a sinner to Him.

What way are you being drawn? What is your guide, your standard?
Is 1t human approval or divine approval? The fear of man or the fear of
God?

Carlos was in a very difficult position. The announcement hit him
in the gut, and the next moment left him feeling like he had entered a
war zone as his mind and heart battled. In the whirlwind of conflicting
emotions, he had to take a stand. He was being asked to keep a dishonest
record of business. He knew that what was being required of him was not
legal, but especially, it was not God-honoring. It was deceitful. Yet Carlos
feared standing up against this thing he was asked to do. He feared the
director. He feared the consequences. He not only enjoyed his job, but
he also needed the money to carry on with his plans to get married the
following month. Would he be fired if he refused? He knew how difficult
it would be to find another dependable job. Would anyone really know if
he continued with his job despite the change in what was required of him?
So many companies operated with two sets of books. It was cultural. He
knew his parents would understand. Was there really any reason to refuse
to comply?

What, young friend, would you do? Would you choose the fear of
man or the fear of God?

All eyes were on Carlos. Some of his colleagues knew this was a
personal test of more than character for him. The air was tense. Carlos
knew he had to do what was right. He respectfully announced that he could
not comply, explaining his reasoning for conscience’s sake. Simply put, he
feared God more than man. The boardroom erupted. On behalf of the new
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director, there was no understanding. Carlos was shamed and fired.

The next days were difficult as the consequences became reality. So
many things hinged on his decision to refuse to comply. Carlos and his
fiancé discussed whether they should postpone the wedding until he again
found work. His close friends knew his struggle personally and together
they all beseeched the Lord for direction.

Carlos had been tried. He was tempted to fall into the trap of the
fear of man — the lure was great and the earthly consequences were dire.
However, by God’s grace, the fear of God was greater. Peace reigned in
his heart as he brought all his needs to the Lord, his God, in prayer. That is
not to say Carlos didn’t struggle; however, in his heart, he knew he did the
right thing.

Days turned into a month, and different job leads fell flat. Discouraged,
yet hopeful, Carlos plodded on. Almost six weeks after he had been fired, a
call came from the president of the company he used to work for. The new
director had been fired. Carlos was given an apology and received an offer
to have his old job back. He was happy to learn that they had reevaluated
and felt Carlos’s stance was correct. What had seemed impossible had
happened. Carlos gave praise and thanksgiving to God alone.

The wedding went on as planned, but a larger church had to be used
for the ceremony, as all of Carlos’s colleagues were given time off to
attend the service. They were not only happy to have him and his cheerful
leadership back in the office, but they were also curious about the God he
served.

Therefore, live among men with holy fear of God, that your light may
shine.

Consider reading these passages as you study more about the fear
of man and the fear of God: Psalm 56:3-4, Matthew 5:16, Matthew
10:33, 1 Peter 3:14-17.

We must be extremely careful that the Christ we profess to
follow, is indeed the very Christ of God. There is always
danger that we may be following a Christ who is not the true
Christ, but one conjured up by our imagination and made in
our own image. - A.W. Tozer
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From a Teacher to a Pupil

Most schools have “Annual Day,” When the students receive their
annual or yearbooks. They write kind expressions and “sweet
nothings” in one another s albums. Study the following which was
written in a student s album by his teacher over 100 years ago.

My Dear Friend and Pupil,

You ask me to write in your album. I can wish nothing better for you than
that God would write these words in your heart: Truth, Piety, Reverence,
Peace, and Love. Have none but good associates. Avoid all evil habits.
Always fear to do wrong and never fear to do right. Govern your temper
and tongue. Be industrious and persevering, punctual and honest, kind and
forgiving. Sympathize with the suffering and do what you can to relieve
them. Remember your Creator in the days of your youth. Take His written
word as your counselor. Follow its directions to the best of your ability,
looking to Him to aid you. May His Holy Spirit dwell in your heart, and
guide your mortal life, and prepare you for an everlasting communion
with the Immortal and Invisible King, Who is perfect Light and Purity and
Love, in Whose presence is fullness of joy, and at Whose right hand are
pleasures forever more.

Your friend and teacher,
Sylvester Hassell
Stantonsburg the 27 December 1823
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Betty Allen
Word and Work, via The Christian Youth

% the communists overran China they had special vengeance

againstproperty owners. They wereaccused ofhaving appropriated
the property of poor and therefore of being enemies of the people. Hasty
accusations, trials, forced confessions, and executions were the order of
the day, usually the family being required to witness the execution. But
this horror was not the end. When the landlord had “met justice,” the
accusers turned on the family with new accusations and began demanding
that they confess their crimes. Confessions led to hasty execution of the
“people’s justice” — but refusal to confess invited Communist persuasion.

One of their methods of persuasion was to bind the accused to the corpse
of the loved one just executed — feet to feet, hands to hands, face to face —
and leave him thus bound until he confessed as they wished...

A Christian has life; the person of the world 1s dead. A marriage of
the two is just as surely a binding together of the living and the dead as the
Communists’ practice — and can it be less abhorrent in God’s sight?

An elderly Quaker woman, with a beautiful complexion was
asked what kind of cosmetic she used. Replying, she offered this
prescription: “I use truth for my lips; for my voice, prayer; for my
eyes, pity,; for my hands, charity; for my figure, uprightness, for
my heart, love. This prescription can be filled without expense,
and the supply will be increased with continued use.”

~ Broadcaster
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**Broken Hedges

@;hedge 1s a familiar sight to every boy and girl. The farmer protects
his field, and the roads are bounded, with a hedge, which proves

a barrier and a protection at the same time. I want to talk to you, my dear
young friends, about “moral hedges.” The Word of God sets up Many
hedges of wise caution and instruction, designed to keep boys and girls in
paths of morality and integrity.

I hope the Lord will give me the right words - simple words, to set
before you some hedges which, alas, boys and girls breakthrough to their
SOITOW.

The first I shall mention is the hedge of obedience.

One of the signs of the last times 1s “disobedient to parents,” and
surely such a sign can be observed down the land. The dictionary says,
“obedient — doing as one is told.” But such boys and girls are becoming
rare. | have noticed how some boys and girls behave when mother says, “I
want you to go to the store for me” ; “I want you to chop some firewood,”
and many like commands. Oh the unwillingness of some boys and girls
to wait upon a good mother, or run errands, and perform little tasks to
help in the duties of home life! Can a disobedient boy or girl grow up
into a dependable, trustworthy man or woman? The faithful warnings and
admonition of parents are the outcome of parental love. And when Father
or Mother say, “Do not do this!” and “Do not do that!” they design your
good and profit in days to come. Disobedience has proved a key to many
a prison door, and a stepping stone to the poorhouse. “Children, obey your
parents.” The days will quickly come when your fathers and mothers will
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be gone. Do not grieve them by disobedient acts and unkind words. I will
tell you how a father taught his little son a useful lesson.
He was a forgetful boy, and disobedient also, so his father
made him drive a nail into a door whenever he was found
out in a wrong act. By and by the door was covered with
nails, and the little boy felt ashamed to look at it. When
his father saw the door was filled with nails, he said, “My
son, I will tell you what I will do. Every time you quickly
obey Father or Mother in what we tell you to do, and when
you do a kind action, I will take a nail out.” The boy said,

“I will try, Father.” Day after day went by, and the nails
went from the door one by one, and the day came when the
last nail was pulled out. The boy watched his father pull out the nail, and
then said, “Oh Father, all the marks are left!” Yes, my dear young friends,
disobedience to parents or teachers, and wrong-doing, will leave sad marks
in the mind, and lead to painful reflections when you grow up. Oh think of
the consequences of breaking through the Hedge of Obedience, “Be sure
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your sin will find you out.” “Whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite

him.”

When we pray, we ought, according to the
rule of charity, to include all (Jer. 11).
~ John Calvin (1509-1564)

_ =

As no man is excluded from calling upon God, the
gate of salvation is set open to all men, neither is
there any other thing which keepeth us back from

entering in, save only our own unbelief (Acts 1).
~ John Calvin (1509-1564)
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A Cheering Visit
and the Golden Coins

Herbert Dawson in Ears for Little Gleaner

One evening a minister sat alone in his study. Tonight was Saturday
night, the time which he kept carefully free for any members of the
congregation to call upon him. While he waited, the minister was thinking
and praying about the church, and the general state of things. It was a
bad time for trade; many were out of work, causing much poverty and a
difficulty in making ends meet. All this the minister well knew, and he was
doing all he could to cheer and encourage his flock. But tonight he felt
depressed and downcast himself; for he was very much afraid that some of
his people were beginning to save “at the wrong end,” as he called it. That
is to say, he feared that because of the bad times, some were cutting down
on their gifts to the Lord.

Now the pastor felt that the divine rule for mending bad times was to
be found in these verses: “Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with the
first fruits of all thy increase: so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and
thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”

The minister felt that according to the command of God, there should
never be any encroachment on money dedicated to the Lord’s service.
This was what he feared was happening among some members of the
congregation.

One fund especially seemed to be suffering, and he felt anxious about
the cause of its decline.

The minister’s meditations were interrupted by a knock at the door,
and a man was shown in. Mr. Wright was an old friend, respected for years
by his pastor as a humble earnest Christian. Always to be found regularly
in his place at the services, he was foremost in every good work. The
pastor asked him to sit down, and the visitor began to tell of two or three
people he had been calling upon. The needs of these were discussed; but
then the conversation languished.

After the minister had made inquiries about Mr. Wright’s own family
and affairs, there was a pause. The poor man evidently did not know how
to introduce the real object of his visit.

At length, Mr. Wright began to blush and smile in an odd sort of
way. He fumbled in his pocket, and at last drew out six golden coins,
arranging them in a row on the table which stood between the two men.
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Quite mystified, the minister looked across for an explanation. “I’ve come
to pay my debts!” said Mr. Wright.

“Your debts!” said the minister. “I’m sure you don’t owe.”

“Yes, I do,” said the other; “don’t you remember that time, years back,
when you lent me five pounds to tide me over a bad patch? and now I’ve
come to pay it back!” The pastor did remember now a time fully seven years
past, when Mr. Wright, starting business on his own, had had an unexpected
claim for a small sum of money. The minister recalled that he had tried to
do something to help, though until that moment he had completely forgotten
the incident. But surely he had not himself produced the money.

Mr. Wright insisted that he had. “I’ll go and ask my wife” said the
pastor. The mystery was at once explained. The minister’s wife remembered
all about it. The money was out of her own “giving” money, which she had
gladly given for the purpose.

Back went the pastor with the explanation to Mr. Wright.
“But it was a gift, not a loan!” he said. “We neither of us for a moment
expected to get any return.”

“I know all about that,” said Mr. Wright. “You and your Missus
meant to give me the money straight out and I didn’t say anything
about it, only to thank you. But I always meant to pay it back. And
now you see the Lord has been very good to me. He’s prospered all my
undertakings and the fact is, I’'m just filled with thankfulness that I can
do it!” And the good man pushed the coins to the other side of the table.

The pastor was still doubtful. He tried to explain that as the money had
already been devoted to the Lord, he felt a difficulty in taking it back again.

“That’s not my business,” said Mr. Wright. ““You mustn’t stop me from
payingbackwhatI’vealwayscountedasaloan;andasyousee,’veadded more
with it. You take that money and use it whatever way you like.” He mentioned
especially the fund that the pastor had been particularly concerned about.

It was impossible to prolong the debate. With warm gratitude the
minister accepted such an unexpected offering, and the two men parted in
much love and esteem for each other. But when the visitor had gone, the
pastor told his wife how depressed and anxious he had been. In the midst of
his thankfulness to God for supplying a need so easily in such an unforeseen
way, the minister felt humbled and rebuked for his distrustful fears. It was a
lesson to him which he never forgot. Many times in later years, when things
occurred to depress or discourage him, the memory of Mr. Wright and the
golden coins would flash back to his mind; and from that experience he was
always more ready to exchange the spirit of heaviness for the garment of
praise.

~ “Damaris,” in The Gospel Magazine, London, England
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Dear Reader of Insight Into

Here you will find an initial collection of Bible study questions
suitable for personal use, ladies’ aid groups, youth groups, and
others. We encourage you to first reflect on and answer the questions
yourself, and then compare your responses with insights found in
the margins of the KJV as well as in the commentaries of Martin
Luther, John Calvin, John Diodati, John Gill, Matthew Poole, and
other trusted authors.

You may also find it beneficial to take your time with a single
chapter of Romans, reading and meditating on it over the course of
a week or two during your evening devotions.

Above all, do not forget to ask for the Lord’s opening of the
Scriptures. The studies were written by Rev. Van Ruitenburg and
were used in several congregations.

Questions Rom 1:1-17

Circle the words: Gentiles, World, Greek and Barbarian.
How often do we find the words believing and faith in this section?

In what verses do we find the word gospel?

Sl A

Summarise this paragraph using the words: faith, world, called and
gospel.

5. How does Paul introduce himself?

6. How does he describe his readers in Rome?
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7. What sorts (plural) of calling does this paragraph refer to? Called
by whom and unto what?

8. For what reason does Paul mention the resurrection?
9. What prayer does the apostle mention here?

10. What is he thankful for?
11. Why would Paul like to come to Rome?

12. Inverse 16 Paul writes that he also preaches to the Greek and not
only to the Jew. How does he explain that in verse 17?

13. Where does Paul call believe obedience and why? Rom 2:8;

Rom 10: 21: Heb 4:6; 1 Pe 4: 17.
14. What things does Paul encourage in this paragraph?

15. In what sense is the Bible power of God unto salvation? What do
we need that power for?

16. How do Gods children experience the gospel (good-spell)?
17. What did you learn from this paragraph?
18. What does from faith to faith entail?

The story is told that in a village not far from Quebec there
lived a baker who bought the butter he used from a neighboring
farmer. One day he became suspicious that the butter was not of
the right weight, and for several days he weighed the butter and
found that the rolls were gradually diminishing in weight, and so
he had the farmer arrested for fraudulent dealing.

At the trial, the judge said to the farmer: “I presume you
have scales?” “Yes, of course, your honor.” “And weights , too,
I presume?” “No, sir.” “Then how do you manage to weigh the
butter which you sell?”

“That’s easily explained, your honor,” said the farmer.
“When the baker commenced buying his butter from me, I
thought I would get my bread from him, and it is the one pound
loaves that I’ve been using as a weight for the butter I sell. If the
weight of the butter is wrong, he is to blame himself.”
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Detour

By H.L.

Have you heard of Gossiptown on the shores of Falsehood Bay,
where old Dame Rumor with rustling gown is going the livelong day?
It isn’t far to Gossiptown for people who want to go;
the Idleness train will take you down in just an hour or so.

The Thoughtless road is a popular route, and most people start that way;
but its steep down grade, if you don’t look out, will land you in Falsehood Bay.
You glide through the valley of Vicious Folk, into the tunnel of Hate,
and after crossing the Add-to-Bridge, you walk right to the city gate.

The principal street is called ‘“They-Say,” and ‘I've Heard'’ is the public well,
and the breezes that blow from Falsehood Bay are laden with ‘Don’t-You-Tell.’
In the midst of the town is Tell-Tale Park. You're never quite safe while there,
for its owner is Madam Suspicious Remark who lives on the street Don't Care.
Just back of the park is Slanderer’s Row, and there it was Good Name died,
pierced by a dart from Jealousy’s bow in the hands of Envious Pride.
From Gossiptown, peace long since has fled, and beyond is the hill of regret
you must finally climb to free yourself and gain your self-respect.
Though tears be spilled as you ascend, though forgiveness may be won,
Alas! You never quite can mend the damage you have done.

A rumor is about as hard to un-spread as butter.

The Bible: Effective Proof

One day a sceptic asked a highly educated and cultured Christian woman
how she could prove that the Bible was the Word of God, and she said to
him, “How can you prove there is a sun in the sky?”
“Why,” he replied, “because it warms me and I can see its light.”
“And so it is with me,” she said, “the proof of the Bible being the
Word of God is that it warms my soul and gives it light.

From the Tomb
By The Christian Newsletter

Charlemagne’s tomb was opened over two hundred years ago. He sat upon
a marble slab, clothed in kingly robes, a scepter in his hand. On his knee
lay a New Testament, and his dead finger pointed to the words, “What
shall it profit a man?” (Mark 8:36).
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Mid all the opinions, contention and strife,
Concerning repentance, salvation and life;

That ring from the pulpit and teem from the press,
There’s this consolation, we're not left to guess.

For Jesus assures us in language quite plain,
We cannot be saved unless BORN AGAIN;
The work of the creature, however he live,
A fitness for Heaven, no sinner can give.

The heart must be changed, the mind be renewed,
An appetite given for heavenly food;

Desires be implanted that never can die,
And needs made apparent, that God must supply.

This change is effected by power divine,
For none but JEHOVAH the soul can incline;
Though some men assert with a positive air,
That all that is needed, is reading and prayer.

While others more subtle their notions impart,

And tell all their hearers, Christ knocks at the heart;
And urge them to open, that He may come in,

Or He may be offended and ne'er knock again.

And then there are others who differ from these,
Who study and strive all their hearers to please;

Though in what they say, we see nothing to blame,
But in what they DON'T say, is of what we complain.

But a “Thus Saith the LORD,” concludes the debate,
The vile from the precious, God’s servants must take;
The work of the flesh and the Spirit describe,
That the living may know that they are alive.

For the mind may be right and the heart may be wrong,
The soul sadly lacking redemption’s sweet song;

No change is sufficient but that of the heart,
To cause the transgressor from sin to depart.

The tears of an Esau, the prayers of a Saul,
The repentance of Judas will very short fall;
A Cain may be sorry, a Pharoah confess,
And all this arise from the work of the flesh.

But REGENERATION cuts wide open the HEART,
Dissecting the sinner of every part;
And raises him up in the image of God,
To show forth the praises of Jesus the Lord.
~T. Biddle, 1843
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